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A Seafnable 
DISCOURSE 


© & OF GJayon 


Wherein is ſhewn, 


The ANTIQu1TY, BENEFITS. 
and NECESSITY thereof : 


TOGETHER 


With its Suitableneſs to- heal 
the Preſent Diſtempers of 
_ thisNational CHURCH. 
| By LANCELOT ADDISON , 
D. D. Dean of Litchfield, 
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T © THE 
"Right Reverend Father In, God, 


SE T H, 


Lord Biſhop of $ <ets M. 


My Lok, 


'Our Name is here prefixed. - 
to the Enſuing 'Dyſcourte , 

M- neither for Gharz nor Ann 
tet; to. ſave jit from the Rude and 
Cenforious for -it doth not at all - . 
regard what Entertainment.it meets - 
with at ſuch hands.  Butitaſlumes- - 
this Honour upon , the Account: of ' 
its Author, who-having-the Happt- | 
neſs to be one. of your .Dioceſan 
ergy, thinks all he can perro 
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ledging your Paternal Government. 


I need not repreſent to your | 
Lordſhip the many and great Evils 


which are befaln this Church , 
through a want of -duly-obſerving 


what this Diſcourſe commends. For | 
as your Szzgular Prudence labours to 
redreſs, and your Piows Soul deeply : 
reſents. them 3 ſo your Great Diſ- 


cernment-plainly ſees that they are 
ſcarce (now) to be removed by any 
other Method, but a timely, dili- 


gent and Regular Catechiſeng. And: 


that the moſt likely means to eſta- 


bhfh Truth- and Holineſs with Po-J - 
ſterity, 1s firmly and eafly to unprint] 
the Younger Minds, 'who: are the 


- hopes of Religion, with that Cate- 
_ chifn which our Church out of her 


- Fingular prudence and afte&ion hath] 


*provided for them. £3 


"But T may not puarſue.this,] leſt I 
FROU! much faulter in the Laws! 
mouid too much faulter in 
of Dedication 3 which oblige me: 
ky 5 | Ky . to- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, q 


In, that Relation, ought to be devo- 
ted to your Lordſhip, as a ſincere | 
Teſtimony of his bounden acknow- - 


” o "$7 Ea BS. > G2 4G As N V. we Ps 3 "- -. , | 5 7 * Fg "% A B Ft EN 
E 4 oo IN 5 ae Y - Rs, PE, 5+ . 24 4.7 Is 
Th Ep Ji! Dedicat ; 


to admire and praiſe that Apoſtol 
| cal"Care, Prudence, Candor; and |, 
- | Severity, which are Eminent in 
. | your Lordſhip's Government 5: and 
Ir 5 which I dare ſcarce name, for fear I 
Is ] ſhould offend that Heroick Modeſty 
» | and Lowlinefs ſo conſpicuous in 
your Great ConduF, PBelides, I am 
ſo averſe to the uſual Modes of De- 
dication, that I cannot comply with 
themin any thing, unleſs in my hear- 
ty Prayers for your Lordfhips Good 
Health, and Long Life ; andin tes 
ſifying to the World that I am, 


My Lok D, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble | 
and moſt Devoted Servant, & 


LANC. ADDISON. 


oy 


Thos 
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oy 
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T © THE 


READER: 


H E. Condition 'of this ſod 
Treatiſe 3s ſo little agreeable 
neſent Genins of the Age, that 


- there needs no great Sagacity to foretel. 
its Entertainment. But. thoſe” who. 


valne Books. mot by / their Dreſs aut 


Faſtion, but Matter and Oſefulneſs ;. 
and who look not fo much upon what will. 


take with a corrupt Generation, 4s 


help'to amend it-3 when they mature-| 
ly Sedgh gh he Subj je? and Deſign of the! 
Enfuing' ADR. infltad' of cenſu-' 
ring, will be ready to reſent the weak 
Management of ſo concerning a Theme, 
* and pity to ſee it faln intothe hands of 


Jp unskilful an Artific er. 

For «oh this is the only Apology, 
That what is here written, was not 
Intended for TNT; but Eſlay 5 5 


Ang 


To the Reader. | 
and that it had never left its retire- 
- | ment, had it not been forced thence by 
» | impulſe of the+ preſent Neceſſity.” 

| For 7t 3s too evident, that this is a 
Seaſon which not only warrants, but ' 
exaFs onr greateſt endeavours to per- 
[wade to- ſuch things as may beget, re- 
ſtore, and eſtabliſh Truth and Union” 
2 | 4ong #4. - And that Catechiling by 
le | 4 more peculiar. Energy is- thereunt9 
ſabſervient, appears upon this account, | 
that the Church in all Ages has uſed 2 
it- to. that purpoſe. - IND an 

The raiſing up of which Inſtitation 
(Jo diſaſtrouſly faln in our Borders ) 
in fb of the great edification which 
thereby will accrue unto this Church, 
| as it was the firſt motive of this Eſſay, 
1 /o zt 3s the laſt Deſge 3 for which" T 
T fat think my ſelf largely recompenc'd,” 
if -by this contributed Mite, I may: 
| provoke the more able to caſt nicher* 

gifts into the ſame. Corban, . ' 
1 If what I now write of were to be” 
| backt- with the: Example pov ar 'pro-' 
| fefed Infidels.or Romaniſts;” I conld 
:| fro a long Converſation with both 


a pro. 
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imputed. 


T{he.Mahtumetans (as 7» Aveiher, 


Diſcourſe 1 have.obſerved ) have their 
<Yuſtadarif, 0u+ of which the younger. 


fart are trained: up..in. the Principles 


of 4 Puſſulman.. Ard the Jews 
Sepher Chinnuck, and. Sepher 


_ yield ſuffucient aneſtation 


Fug, are no Truands in this. 


4 Romaniſt fram being our Ri- 
ls 'an this particular, are become. our. 
Maſters for not only the Jeſuits, bat .. 


alſo other Religions, glory to. bave 


made Catechiling their Profeſſion 5: 
only. with this difference, That the. Jes | 


; ſuits Catechiſe the Rich ard: Inge+ 


nious,, 2d other Orders the Poor: | 
and Dull. But their Diligence bere-- 


74 herein firſt rang from an imita- | 


tion of ours... For till on. Sundays and 
Holy-days we both preachd in. the 


knows and Catechis'd inthe After-, 


Noon), 


To. the /Readetr;, 
produce theirrunwearied. care in Cates. | 
chifing ; 5. 0, which. I, ever thought. \the 
paucity, of Converts-both ſhom Infide- : 
lity. and: ;Romaniſm ought chiefly to be 


N ions od a et 
X E195 08 a 0 
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__  Torthe Reader. 
3t +was \ \undeniably happy With "the 
«Proteſtant 'Religion., when ibi- 
gent 'Catechiſrng "was 'the - thief En- 
-gine imployed to-ſupplant Popery, und 
| give deeper -Roots 'fo''the Reforma- 
.But "Catechiſing,” ({s; *all- things 
eſe , whereof human weakyeſs hath 
| the Cuſtody and Government ) 7s 
| greatly falz from that Obſervation 
t | which it had once in this Church ; 
f... | yet methinks if nothing elſe, this alone 
| ſhould provoke ws to a little more di- 
- | ligence int this excellent Inftitution, 
1 to ſee our. Adverſaries manage. itto aur 
if . | reproach ard damage. E 

| - But, -Reatler ,, in Mercy ta. your 
\.| Patience,” 1 will ouly add,. That the 
"| Author 25 one of thoſe "ho impoſe 
\] por others what they. will not doth 
| Jetves 5 for .-he -s a. conflant 'L 
| bowrer innthat Vineyard, wherein -be 
| Hefires his Brethren to take alittle 


| zore pains. 


4.1 Next. 
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To the Reader. 


© Next, That he is really of Opintoh, 
| the Miniſter may ſleep with a" good 


Conſcience of: having well: diſcharged. 
his Daty, when every Lords-day, be 
obſerves (as heis bound.) the Chur- 
ches 59. Canon. And as for thoſe 
who do otherwiſe , he leaves them'to 
. the'Reflexions of thezf-omn Breſts. 
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4. THE Carechumeti, or" an Account given. by 
a Toung Perſon. to- the Miniſter, of his 


Knowledge in. Religion, upon ,\ bis. firſt . Aumniſſion 


'\ Yo the Lords Table ,, with . the Fre ces. of - Dit, 

- "Addiſori, and Dr. Scot? *Prite ftitc'4"6 d. ©, 

.2+ The\ Caſe of \Reiſtance:.of\ Supreiits Poleb's* 

' Stated and Reſolved, according” to Dadtiines of the” 

* Holy Scriptures 3” by * W. Sheclock,... D. D, Maſter 

of the Temple. Price 2 5. bounds, © © 

3+ The Righteous, the' "beſt... $ubjeXs'1"10.. the 

- King : Or: Godlineſs 'nd Friend- to Rebellian; "of 
» Enemy: to-Ciuil Government, 49; Price's dl 
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| 1 1-210 four 
The INTRODUCTION; n: 


'Hat in the ſame Churchrand 
> Nation, there: ſhould-be: no 
Tt leſs Oftentation and'/Noife of : 
" Religion and Holineſs among 


TN ſome, than of: Profanenelſs 
and Impiety among others, will: prove 

'. Ja matter of no great wonder to:fuch 

5 495 duly enquire:into the:cauſes'of . both; 
bz JElpecially: whe it is confidered;..thatias 
ſion 3 - corn may be the:/Mother :of blind 
Di. Devotion, fo it may be likewiſe of de 
1, Jſperate Prefumprion; becauſe all Iniqub | 
the If among Men, proceeds from: thewant 
ter Jor' a right knowledge of God. And as 
She Foundation: of all true | Happineſs 
-theEnd: of all true [Religion, which ipthe 
7 proper” means] of | attaining [itz grows 
\., from a —_ Opinion-'touching "things 

. JPivine; ſo. the miſapprehenſion thereof * 
T ths the ground of o Miſery ; - and.-of 
6 oY all 
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23 The Pzimitive Inftitution, }J 
all thoſe Vices by which it is occaſi- 
.oned. | "y 

But that which may juſtly awaken 
' In us a greater - wonder, is, to ſee all 
thoſe Methods proving ineffeual which) * 
have been ſo powertully manag'd for} 
the removal of this pernicious ie ble 
henſion 3 and that we ſhould be ſtill asY ,p 
much under the ſame Diſtempers both} þ.. 
in Judgment and Manners ,' as if no- 
thing had been adminiſtred for the cure 
| of either. "That our own Church inf; 
this Age (which for its wickedneſs ſeems} 14; 
to be the laſt) doth make caretul Pro4t, 
viſion, both for the preſent and futuref &; 
welfare of her Children, is a truth apJh,, 
mee to all that with unprejudiced] n,, 

inds peruſe her holy Offices , CateJSe, 
_ chiſm, Articles,  Homilies, RubricksJyy. 
and Canons. For how meanly foeverſgþf 
ſome may think hereof, yet if they wergexe, 
once thoroughly -confidered - in theilfegy 
circumſtances, we ſhall find that ſuch Yyery 
prudent and affe&ionate .care is takelftha+ 

therein, that both our Opinions andufs , 
Lives may be duly informed and regulffor ; 
lated, .as in no Church of. a particulahyhj, 
Denomination can be- parallel'd. Sfyerf: 
that' it 'cannot but be admired, hoWdeep 
”, any of this Church ſhould. be -cicth&1 

. Vicions or | Erraneons'; confidering , Kilis: 

then 
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. The Paimitive Infkitution. ' 3 - 
there is nothing wanting on the Churches 
| part, that may keep our ARions Ver- 
17 tuous, and Sentiments Orthodox. 

But as in matters of the Civil State, 
I" many Evils ariſe: from a negle&, or 
My remiſs execution of thoſe Laws which 
&J are. appointed to prevent and ſuppreſs 
aSY them : So in the Church, a lack of fine 
th] herInftitutions duly obſerved, when there 
O-J wanted no circumſtances to exatt it, 
II] may claim a large ſhare in her prefent - 
YH Diforders. ' For, the letting of Diſci- 
pline be too looſe, emboldened not a few: 
| to break it. - However, leaving the mif- 
*1 chiefs that accrue from this, and theun- 
| handfom and-cold Celebration of the 
Gl DivineService; the negleq of guidin 
ateYSermons by the Articles 3 the almo 
CKSfutter diſuſage of the Homilies ; the lame 
eVeobſervance of the Rubricks, and flight 
wergexecution of the Canons of the'Church : 
chelfleaving, I ſay, theſe for the Animad- 
ch Fverfion of others, I ſhall only take notice 
akeſthatthe omiſſion, or lazy and lukewarm 
angQuſe of Catechiſing, ought to be blamed, 
regwtor much of that Viſciouſneſs and Error, 
iculawhich is'fo ſadly viſible both in Con- 
| erfation and Judgment. And I am 
; hoWdeeply ingaged in this Perſwaſion, that 

eith&ill- publick Catechiſing fall under a 
z thilizent, conſtant, and unanimous 

they | B 23. - - Practice, 
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'-ever ſeeing' that: Union and Holineſs, 

. Peace and Truth, flouriſh inthis Churchy? 
Wy br which ſhe was:once fo: famous. : 
= > Now that thoſe ro whom! the great! Q 


eharge of Souls.is conſigned, may* be; 
awaken'd to, a little more vigour: andy - 
- diligence in Catechifing; and:that: they! / 
would ſhake off: that Supineneſs, which! 
in/this caſe they cannot retain, 'but to! 1 
the aggravation of*their own Guilt, and © 
the 'encreaſe 'of the Churches Miſery A 
And. that every Station of: Men, 'mo-; 
ved with the Senſe of Duty and Emolasi 
ment,may contribute tothe raiſing oP 
the faln Practice of Catechifing, 1s/the! 
Deſign and Aim of. the enfuing: Diſ: | 
courſe : wherein no Method at all' was' A 
projeted, but everything ſpoken-to as} /*' 
it freely offered it Telf.: And as: for} 
Ends, the Searcher of Hearts knows, 
there was none other purpolſed in: the! 
Publication hereof, but Gods Glory, and; 
the Edification of his Church. y 2 
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CHAP. I 


Of Carechiſmng. \ Its Name, U, le Secular and 
DOS: ; 
\N D the firſt thing that, comes-to 
yl. be {poken, of concerning 'Cate- 
chiting,: is its Name, And I the: rather 
oy chuſe: to-begin- here ; becauſe that the 
4 true notice; of the Name? will help us. 
to thac of the- thing, Now that there 
15-2 peculiar Force and Significancy, in 
g's, and that we cannot thereof on 
ey ignorant, \is but to0:evyident.. by 
© Py Ercours:; that have in a! 
_—_ riſen from meer Verbal Miſtakes, 
And therefore if we could onee.bedo 
$ happy as to; find out . the true Impor- * 
4 tance of Words, and to hit upon-ſach 
q an agreement between them and. things, 
as.not to-cloud. in Speech, what is clear 
in Nature, but plainly to. expreſs-things 
as. they | are- n- themſelves'; that then , 
one. great Cauſe of Error, in all ſorts of 
Learning, would be removed :: For it is 
j 32 Qbſervacion that will not quickly:be 
P; antiquated,./That the.confounding thoſe 
+24 things in Language; which-in their Naz 
ture, are- diſtin aaa the expaiing 
| 3. 0 
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| The 
of different Matters by t 


of Erroneous Apprehenſions. 


and deſtructive : For out of new words, 


Church, and,with Age grow too ſtrong 


them to decree againſt the- uſe of ſuch 


Socrat. 
lib.1.c.6. Tertull;au would not have our 


forego one 1ota in the old Form, when 


wiſely made uſe of by thoſe Reverend 
Perſons, through whoſe means, by Gods 
Blefling, we enjoy our Religion in its 


they had aneſpecial care not to inno- 


: ſame, or: 
Words of near affinity and likeneſs, hath! 
in all Sciences been a fruitful Mother 


And this is alſo plain in the Aﬀairs of 
Religion; in which not only a perverſe! 
miſtake in old Words, but a liberty of 
introducing new, has ever-proved fatal, 


| . New Opinions inſenſibly creep into the 


for her Diſcipline : which being foreſeen 
by the Holy Niceze Fathers, it moved. 


Words in matters of Faith; -as-were not 
ealily-to be' deduced from, or.directly: 
found in Sacred Scripture. 
And upon' the ſame account. 


Ears accuſtom'd to New words. } 
Adrverſ. Haret. Cap. 16. And for the Uke 
reaſon'St. Baſil could not” be induced to 


he was ſollicited by the Arians. A cat-: 
tiouſneſs which we may conceive, was 


preſent Reformation : For we find that: 


yate in Hords or Forms, when they could - 
with ; 


The Pzimitive Jnſkitution. 7 
I with due ſecurity retain the' old.. And 
to inſtance in what has neareſt affinity 
er} with our preſent Subject, we ſee that 

I they have ftiled that Breviary of Reli- 
of! gion, which they compiled, or rather 
ſe! colleted out of the beſt and moſt an- 
of} cient Models of that kind, by the name 
,f of Catechiſm : Which in its general no- 
is, || rice ſignifies a familiar and eafie Me-' 
hef thod of inſtilling the rudiments of any 
7g] Art, Science or Faculty. Which being 
en done by a frequent repetition of the ſame 
ed] thing, Catechiling is derived from a 
ch Word importing the reciprocation - of 
ot} the Voice, after the manner of an Ec- 
ly] cho. And in this Senſe it is often to be 
e. 3 met with in Secular Authors, from 
nt} whom it was adopted into Religion, 
ur} and there retains the ſame Notion and 
ds. ] Office. For by Catechiſing, the Church 
Ke J hath always taught the Fundaments and 
toYF chief Principles of Religion wvivg voce. 
nj And thoſe that were thus taught, the 
u-J Greek Writers uſually call Carecbumens, 
as} and the Latine Hearers 3 which might 
nd | as well reſpe&t the manner of their In- 
ds | ſtruction, as their Fellowſhip and Com- 
wy munion with the Church: in which they 
aty went no further than to be admitted to 
o-J hear the Principles of 'Chriftian Faith, 
made plain unto them. And to Cats- 


1. B 4. chiſing 
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thy SAC eltood, es will be; vati 
no:inconvenience to affirm, that St. Paul the) 
-alladed,: Row." 10.. 17. the' Ear being . as Rejt 
properly the Doar of Religion, as of a-Y Sth 
other: Science. That Catechiſing was! the 
away, of Inſtruftion, not to be reſtrain'd ? 
to thoſe 'Catechumens fo frequently 3 
mentioned in - Church "Hiſtory , and} hz 
the | Ancient Canons ; but. that all Þ $þe 
Believers did therein Communicate , | fact 
will- be made good in SNOLHST Place Þ by 4 
of this Diſcourſe. 1 an) 
Bue if it be doubted. hah this 4} wil 
be the :native- meaning of Catechiling, I is 4 
it then follows that we have recourle, Þ 
unto [the occaſion whence it arole. For. } © 
it Words are notes of that which the }: 
Speaker conceiveth , and -Conceptions. Þ -- 
are Signs repreſenting that which is } Thi 
ſpoken of; it is neceffary that he who. I - ©: 
ants rightly underſtand Words, ſhould } 
have recourſe unto the things whence |} © 
they .come- Now the Church (which Þ} 
is: Gods School) hath ever uſed Catechi- 
fing'as a/Term of Artz and wearethere- | 
fore to underſtand it with reftraint toſuch - 
matters as [the Church 1s accuſtomed ' 
thereby to-inſtruct. Following herein the * 
Rule of Thomas, that in Words we muſt 
not ſo much reſpe& their original, ex- | 
ac, and preciſe ſignification and deris , 
, | vation, Þ- -* 


——O_w 


he valtgn) as: pot ara by of 
LY} they are applisd-2.2. 9,92. 
I Reing- that the Chu rh v v 
YSthook, hach fill by Cat | 
Ithe "firſt notices Ralipion, we may 
qTffely-cloath it with this Definition : 
LY Þ Catechiſm 55 a ſhort and eaſie Inſtradtion, 
df hich explains the Myſteries of Faith, ani 
11 J #he whole Body ' of "Chriſtian Doftrine,” in 
 » | fach in manner us may be plainly anderſfood 
© | by the Toveft Capicities. - And if there be 
FJ any thing cloudy in this definition;, 1t 
5-4 will receive ſufficient light from what 
> is poker: of i in the following am on 


0 ” 7 1 "_ OT SOT 
t . _— : i 


| Ends. II. 


is | The- Age of Cateehiſth. 'T; 3 Inſtitution of 
Oo. |:  Adati's awd Abraham's Family. The 
d | © Sthvots' of rhe Prophets. The continual 
© 4} - 
h 


We off. CitchiſMs among the Jews, parti- 
cillarly after +he -Ere& on of Synagogues. 


i- | © Their Benefit thereby. 


h |. Aving found that Catechiſm is 
S but Greek for a peculiar manner 
8 of ' InſtruRioti, and that fince it was 
[ dined into the! Church, doth ſignitie 
= | a briefand- plain Infticution of the fiſt 
., ang chuiet groundsof Religion ; we may 


us :- MS by 
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- , by;the Laws of concluding, infer that 
* Catechiling is as ancient as the Princk 
ples which are thereby inftruced ; .and 
_ theſe are. as old as the firſt Man. -Fot 
Religion began when God was Adam's 
Catechift, and gave and inſtructed him 
in thatLaw ; in whoſe obſervation cons 
fiſted the main Articles of his continu 
ing. in a ſtate of excellent Felicity.. In 
Which. if he had tarried till he had had 
an .Off-ſpring grown up to a Capacity 
of a Religious Education, he would, no 
.doubt, have taught them to obſerve that 
Law, which his Maker for that end had 
afligned him. For we need not be ſcrus 
pow to ſuppoſe that Adam would haye 
en as careful of his Childrens Inſtru- 
Qion before the Fall, as he was after it. 
Some traces of whoſe care. are to 
be perceived in his Sons. Deportment, 
when they brought their Offerings. to 
Gods Altar as 'Teſtimdhies of Gratitude 
and Devotion : Which could not be the 
eff:& of meer Natural Infſtin; - but: 'o 
Adam's Pious Diligence to bring them 
up Religiouſly. And though meer Na- 

'. tural Reaſon may teach Man a Belief 
.and Worſhip of God, yet-to do it with: 
the circumſtances of the two firlt Bree 
thren exceeds, its Power. | 


The 
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- The Pzimitive Jnficution” 17x 

The Underſtanding and Practice of 
the Primordial Law, of not cating the 
forbidden Fruit, would have been ſuffi- 
cient for Adam and all his Poſterity ; as 
having in its Womb (to uſe Tertullian) 
all thoſe Moral Precepts which were at- 
terwards delivered by Moſes, Exod. 20. 
and by our great Law-giver reduced to 
Two Heads: Love to God 3 Love to our 


_ Neighbour , St. Mark 12. 3o, 31. For 


if they had obſerved the firſt, they would 
not have broken Gods Commandment z 
and if they had done the like to the Se- 


cond, they would not by yielding to 


the perſwation of the Serpent, have de- 


 ſtroyed themſelves ; but by love to both, 


have fulfilled the whole Law. As Ter- 


tullian argues, adverſ. Fudeos, Cap. 2. That 


it was needful for Adam's firſt Iſſue to be 
inſtructed in this Primord:ial Law, where- 
in the whole Morality confifted, none I 


think will gainſay : That Adam(tor there 


was none elſe to do-it) did therein in- 
ſtru& them, we may conclude, not on- 
—_ the neceflity of the thing, which 
o- Wife a Man as the firſt could not 
but perceive ; but alſo-from 4dams Ju- 
ſtice, to make ſome amends to his Chil> 
dren in their Education, for what he had 
damaged them by his own D:/obedience. 
And it the manner of che Initruction 
' bs 


p 2 4 


be demanded, c 


Catechiſm, 


But that which yet affords us a more Þ 


evident atteftation of Catechiſing, or de- 


tivering and inſtruting the Rudiments 
of Religion, viv4 voce, in the Firſt Ages 


of: the World, is the unqueſtionable Tra- 


dition of thoſe" Precepts which paſs un- * 
der the name'of Noab.: Into which it | 
we look attentively, they will eafily be 


diſcerned to have been the Univerſal Ca- 
techiſm of all Mankind, and to contain 


a eompleat Scheme of Duties towards 


God 'and the Neighbour. 


Now among theſe Precepts ſome were 


greater and more Famous, others of an 
Inferiour and Obſcurer rank. 
of the former condition are here ſpo- 


ken of, and uſually ſet down after this " 


manner. 


z. Againſt ftrange Worſhip or Ido» | 
2. A- | 


latry. 


Thoſe + 


| I ſhall content imy'! felf * 
with the Opinion''of - that 'Rabbin;' 'who ? 
ventured*(diſcourſing himupon this Sub- * 
jeR) to derive their [[Leback] (or pre- |? 
fent Catechiſm from: 44am, whom *' 
they rationally imagine- to have: faught 
_ his Sons'a ſhort -and plain Deſcription 
of the neceſſary Principles of Holineſs 

_ and Honefty : which are the Sm of all 


by 
4 
- 4 
of 
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non of Blood, or er dar 

| er. 

4 Againſt Revealing of N akednef, 

_ - 'or/Aduleery.. 

- $, Againſt Theft and Rapine.; |, -.- 

. 6, concerning Civil J uſtice, and QO- 
dience. | 

-, Againſt Eating the Limb of; Fl bb 

-Ving Creature, 

- Whereof the two firſt WIEY our 
Demeanour toward God ; the next Four 
belong to the Carriage of one Man:tos 
ward another ; -and the/laſt forbids all 
outrageous cruelty to other living Creas 
tures. 

- But how. this laſt ſhould be reckon'd 
in the number of thoſe Precepts of Na- 
tural Right, common to. the whole, Hu- 
man Race, is not-1o ealtly to be apprev- 
hended » eſpecially when *cis confider'd 
thatic was not heard of till atter the Fleod, 

when God ſaid unto Noah, coming out of 
the Ark, Fleſh with the Life, thereof, which 
is the Blood thereof, ſhall ye not eas, Gen. 9. 4. 

Where the eating of Fleſh is. not fimply 
prohibited, but the abſcinding and Eating 
the Limbs of living Creatures. And a late 
»Author gives an Inſtance hereof in 
Lambs-itones, The 
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| The Reaſons ufually render'd' of this - 


Seventh Precept, are the avoidance firſtY - 
of Cruelty; and-next,' of Commu} + 
- .nicating in the Cuſtoms of Idolatrous} 
Nations : Which at once proteſt both} 4 
againſt its Age and Morality. And up-jy 
on this account it is, that learned Per-J le: 


ſons have excluded it the number of Na- £60 
tural Precepts, and fet it in Noah's Ritu- of 
al of Ceremonies. But there is a ge-J -1® 
neral Agreement among the Fewiſh Ma-Jj £* 
fers, that the firſt Six Precepts were gi-} 0 
ven to Adam from the very begin-. 
ning of things, and were the common 
Law of all Nations under Heaven. | 
"But no ſuch matter can be forind } ? 
concerning the Seventh : Which is ſo} #* 
totally paſſed over in ſilence by Fob: | L 
who yet takes notice of all the reſt, | ©© 
and juſtifies his integrity by their 'ob- | 
ſervance. And becauſe this: perhaps is } W! 
not obvious to every Reader, it may} 32 
be no way impertinent, to note the | i 
Texts, where the Id#meas makes his | ©* 


| J «i 
protetlion. - F 
1. Againſt Idolatry, Fob 31. 26. y £0 
2. Againſt Blaſphemy, Fob 1. 5. i La 


3. Againſt Homicide, Chap. 31.29, |} © 
4. Againſt Adultery, Chap. 31. 9. 


s. As 


E A 


---5; Againſt Theft, Chap. 31:9. _ | 
i" BE Z Againſt Injuſtice, Chap, 29. 9. &c. 
8 :- And.though. theſe fix Precepts, -with« 
.y  Out-any remote Colle&tion, maybe de- 
| duced from the aboveſaid Texts 3 yet 
in his whole Book, Fob has not left the - 
r-j - leaſt intimation of the ſeventh :. which 
;-j could not have eſcaped the obſervation 
a-l of-1ſo wiſe a Prince, if therein a Natu- 
e- || - ral Equity had been concerned. St. A- 
= Euftine in his Eighteenth Book and 
ourtyleventh Chapter of the City of 
1- | God, affirms that Job was neither Native, 
nf Uſraclite, nor a. Proſelite adopted by 
their Law ; but botn- and” bred in-1d-. 
q 1 ea: And. therefore profeſſed not-the 
ſo | fx Precepts. upon: the account of a Jewiſh 
;.- | Tradition, but becauſe they were the 
t, | common Religion of Mankind. 
hb. | Before the Law, faith Tertullian, was 
:i-| Written in; "Tables of Stone, there was 
y | 42 unwritten Law, which was given 
\e | neither in Horeb, nor Sinai, nor in the 
js | Deſert ; but in Paradiſe. And was na- 
| turally both known and kept by .the 
Fathers; who from the obſerving of 
the Equity and Juſtice of this Natural 
Law, received Titks: of Approbation 
and Honour ; as Noah was: called a 
juſt man, and Abraham the friend of 
| God; Tertul. c. 2. adverſus Tudeos. Fe : 
; n 
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| in Paradiſe , ;"was*the ix. 'Precepts, Wwe 
_ mays conclude! from: 


ny he) - - peremprorily- delivers, that . J 
| th very beginning of the World, And 


_ the- [ix Precepts : for after Circumciſion, © 


THY PR 


— ” Ss 
 And.that: this anwritter: \Lapr\giten 


61M. ' Selim. 
tells us outof Adoſche'btr Minton; whe : 


Prectpts were 'given-to the firſt May * 


therefore ought racher-to bear the name } Reli 
of ' Adams ithat of i Noad'; For 'the latter } ved 
cats be entitled 2o-theri no! otherwilez Þ whi 
than az 'in/hin all Mahkind was. prefers. Þ tion 
ved,” as in the: former /they had- been Þ the. 

n/- In-.which ſenſe: all: Nations Þ of-1 

Kindredsof -M&h, were called the { unti 


; Sons /or Children” of Nidab r/ Among Þ thet 


which there was no exteriour'Badg of | 
diſtin&tion; rill God gave Abrabam the. 
Sacrament of Circumciſion ; whichdidnot- 
leſſen or abate the extent and power of 


the/ Jews' as well as the- reſt of -Meft Þ Or: 
ſtood obliged'to their obſervance; '''No6Þ an 
indeed was it poflible co'be otherwiſe} to i 
ſeeing that therein was contained: the Þ For 
Univerſal Religion. ' And at the comitig Þ co 
of Wiſes , theſe 'Precepts' were ſo far Rs | 
from: being evacuated, that they were? = 
confirmed; with the addition of others} forr 
concerning the'Sabbath, the Reverencell con 
of Parents, and the* very thought of } ma 
fetalking other mens Goods. All ate 
maks! 


TS num ami A a" 


make-up-the Ter -words--or Decaloguss 
And that-was now Engraven in 'Tables 
of Stone, which before was; only -writ-. 
tet in Tables; of - Fleſh, But -the fax 
$ Precepts were - the | Catechiſm: of "the 
8 World from 4dawm to Noah,. who receis 
4 ved the Seventh, In: which: condition 
4 Religion continued . till Abrabam recei- 
JF ved.,the- Precept of Circumci/ion,! upon 
1 which came the great diſtingion of Na- 
I tions-in reſpe&t of - Worſhip. And now 
4 the Jews had eight Precepts for the-Rule 
4 of- Duties, under which they continued 
J until che time- that: God at Adare gave 
J them a'Statute and an Ordinance ; and 
1 by ſpaces filled up'theic Ritual; + +=; 
| - +But chat which-moſt imports the pre- 
4 nt Subject, is the, manner how the 
I Firft /ax Precepts were inſtructed: Which 
4 without doubt was wives woce, or by an 
4 Oral Infticution.: for certainly of rhings 
64 anwritten, there can be no other means 
J to inſtil and propagate their knowledg 2 
J For notwithſtanding that thefe Precepts 
J contain'd ſuch an apparent Zqazity-and 
Right, . as could be by none denyed, 
54 who therein had. once been duly -1ns 
rs formed, - yet there was a neceflity-of 
6&4 competent/means to procure this Infor+ 
4 mation. : For let Characters» :be: never 
hi ſo large and 'exident in themſelves, yr 

? | the 
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the faireſt Paper carmot exhibie them} Judg 
ill thereon they be duly placed. Andy prin 
tf the Soul of Man be at firſt as a Book no \ 
wherein nothing is, arid yet every thingy Mo! 
may. be written; then either Education} ly tc 
or Inſtru#ion; Uſe or Diſcipline muſt of} 1s, t 
neceflity fill up this blank. And the} and 
Kaſa Tabula of mans Soul, as it is mol{t} had 
ſulceptive, ſo is it likewife moſt con-}] was 
cerned "to be firſt Engraven with thoſe} Wri 
things which indiſpenſibly reſpe& his 4%r 
Duties toward God and his Neighbour zÞ intr 
(the Contents of the ſx Precepts) Andy wh: 
that the Soul cannot be otherwiſe fur-" 
niſhed therewith, than by Oral Inftituti-! 
on or Categhiſm, will be granted by"all 
-who would not have this Table writ up*! 
on juſt like 7hoſe which Moſes received tt 
the Mount. © 4 gen 
But what in this caſe may ſeem bury !pe 
darkly probable in the two Patriarchs of | | 
Mankind, is conceived to be clear and Inf 
_ evident in the Father of the Faithful. Pu: 
' For Authors of no contemptible Credit, | J* 
colle& from that Encomium God gave} So/ 
Abraham, for his foreſeen 'care to in-| NO! 
ftru& his Children and Houſehold | rof 924 
keep be way f the Lord, - and to do 7 4 HH: 

ſtice and fudgment\ Gen. 18, 19. that: 
this. manner of inſtruction is there ſpos 
ken of, For albeit that to do Juſtice and 
Judgment 
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1 The Piimitive Jnffitution. 19 
n,J Judgment is a Principle naturally im- 
a4 printed upon Mans Soul, in a Character 4 
2B no Mortal Power can efface; yet it was b 
14 Morally impoſſible for Abrabams Fami- * 
| ly to keep the | way of rhe Lord :) That 
is, to be acquainted with the Purport 
| and Condition of that Covenant God 
{ty had made with 4brabam ; where there 
n-J was no Divine Inſpiration,” nor any 
ſel Written Word to guide them; . unleſs 
sf 4brabam by a gentle and eaftie Method, 
r | introduced them into the knowledg of 
1d} what fo intimately concerned: them. 
r-1 And not to be ſcrupulous about words 
13-4 or forms of Speech, it is more than pro- 
lf bable,” that this Holy Man taught his 
p-J Family viv4 woce, or familiarly by 
inf word of - mouth, which is the true and 
| genuine Senſe of that whereof we now 
ut ſpeak. 
of | But not to place any ſtrength in this 
nd} Inſtance, nor in what is obſerved to this 
4 Purpoſe, either in the Inſtitution of 
Feboaſh by Fehoiada the Prieſt ; nor what * 
8 Solomon infinuates concerning himſelf ; 
4 nor in what the Rabbins afſere of the 
| any houſes of Catechiſm: that were in 
4 Hieruſalem; nor -in what ſome write 
jg concerning the Schools of the Prophets, 
;| how that one part of their employment 
ndj was to Catechize : not placing, I ſay, 
any 
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any ſtrength in theſe Inſtances, whiclif 
might be -urged, / as they: have been; inf that 
favour of, the Antiquity of iCatecbiſm gh y 
I ſhall fix.upon:that- which yields both/al 
morg obvious and-certain Teſtimony: of 
its Ancientneſs, namely ; That the Jews 
have; continually had,-.and to this day 
have the practice of Catechiſm, by whicly 
they introduce. their | Youth into the 
knowledg of Goil, and-the Rites of his 
Worſhip: Tis! true, there: 'is-- forme 
difterence.in the time when*this:Infticus 
tion is begun : For the Ancient Jews bes 

' gan. not-to. Teach their Children'the 
Principles-of their Religion, till+they; 
were compleat Thirteen years of Age4 
but the "Modern, Jews in; the Eaſterit 
Parts eipecially, begin much. more ears 
ly.--- And'this they do, (as Aaror Benetd 
a Sabio in Barbary told me) becauſe-of 
their-ankttlemient, - and” for. fear: a fads 
-den removal ſhould prevent them in this 
Duty. | | : 
; {tis very rerharkable, that no Foote 
ſteps. of Catechizing appears in the 
Service of the Temple; which was ins 
deed ſo. wholly Ceremonious, that ie 
maybe doubted whether ought of Mos 
ral Religion (the chief -of Catechiſm} 
was therein either; thoughe of: or-detigas 
ed. Indeed after the Erection of a2yaay 
Vi. 5s gogUuces 
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YT  @he-Piiniceive Initiation, = 2+ 
if zopuecs: there appear *great mdications, 
; Gees: ky 'inſtruaion' was in no 
30 vulgar: requeſt :'Bue- then in fixing the 
aff certain time when -theſe/Religious. Edi- 
off fices were Erected; there'is ſmall agree- 
Vil ment among the” Learned. That Synas 7 
'# gogues: were built before the Jews: 'rTe- «- 
hf curn' from Babylon, is very uncertain, © 2 
ney But after'they were returned, it is plain 
# that their Tand was full of *chefe Houſes 
© dedicate to Gods ' publick Service: 3 
wherein -all” parts of . Divine Worſhip 'A 
el (excepe® Sacriticing.) were © celebrated: 
ney And: they may be taidto have had'char 
ey Relation to the Temple, which: Paro- 
e 4 chial:Churches have now. to the:Cathe- 
mJ dral. But notto difpute about the An. 
ang riquity /and* Quality of= Jewiſh” Syna- 
gogues, that which, I would, obſerve 
oly therein, .as moſt agreeable-to'the thing 
d4 inf hand, is, 'That Catechizing 'was' (at 
hifff leaſt) a Principal part of that Teaching, 
4 which was therein frequented-- Andto 
ot atteſt this remark, one known Paſſage: 
| out of Epiphanims, compared with ano- 
q ther in F), Foſephws, are all the Autho- 
eg rities that are*thought needful to be pro-” 
| duced. Kd N 
| - Epiphanizs ſpeaking of the Scribes(who. 
5 were the chief- Maſters of the: Synas, 
al gogues) faith that they were Sdmpora? 
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3 74. rips :Reporters - of the Law:; anc 
| that they .taught. as Ghgwulw Yyeouunn My, 
a. kind of Grammatical knowledg therein; 
And Foſepbas writes, that by vertue of 
this 'Teaching the Law, the Jews wers 
as ready to anſwer. any. Queſtion des 
manded of them. concerning it, asto! 
- their own Name. . And the reaſon, he 
renders of this readineſs, is very obſer- 
vable, as to-the preſent Theme, which? 
is this, Becauſe learning the Principles of 
their Religion as ſoon as ever they were 
come. to. knowledg, they kept them firm, 
imprinted & Tis Nuydis, in their Souls of! 
Minds. And how well the Circumſtans' 
ces of this. way of. inſtructing the Law, 
ſuits with Catechizing in the moſt ob-}} 15, 
Ming Notion, I leave the impartial-tos 1 
' aw that the things thus taught were! fo 
not barely the.meer words of the Law, Ic 
and their naked Reading (as ſome have] de 
ſuppoſed,) may be concluded from the} 1m 
ood effet and influence which this in-Y Pl: 
ruction had upon the inſtruted. For th 
we find that it preſerved them in the] tf 
true Worſhip of the true God ; which W 
was 2 work too high to be accompliſhed J ©! 
by ſuch low means, as naming, ſpelling.” 
Joyning Letters and Syllables together, and} at 
fuch other Abcedarian and Grammatical 4} I 
| Nicetiese. 


Niceties. - And that by this inſtrugion'Þ9 — 
the Jews were preſerved in the true 
Worſhip of the true God, is excellent- 
ly obſerved in this particular, namely, 

ref That albeic the Hebrew Nation, before 
4 their Captivity., had Prophets to in- 
3 ſtrut them in the true Worſhip of God, 
I yet they were always falling into Idola- 
4 try. But when they were returned one 

; of Babylow, though they wanted Pro- 
of #8 phets, yet they kept cloſe, and faithfully 
re adhered to the Worſhip of the True 
Jy God. (Though it muſt not be denyed 
or but that many Corruptions and he- 
nf trodox Conceits were therein retained.) 
vw, And the Reaſon that hereof is rendered, 
b-Þ is,. the inſtruction uſed in the Syna- 
to gogues : Whereby they wereſo through- 

ly grounded in what they profeſſed, and 
ſo firmly” and early rooted in the Know- 
ledg and Service of God, that their 
defetion there-firom was even Morall 
impoſiible. But when they wanted this 
plain way of being thus Catechiſed, 
they fell into all thoſe Evils,. which are 
the undeniable Conſequences of the 
want of Catechiſing, even Diverſaies of 
Opinions, Sef#s, and Diviſions. | 

St. Paul Arguing with the. Gnoſtick, 
and concluding him excuſeleſs in what. 
he did, uſcth this Topick : That he had 
not 
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not-only the Law in: readineſs to; Teacli upo 
him otherwiſe, but had already thereilffcert: 
been a Catechunen': But whether will fiar 
may. hence. infer, That the. Old. Synafrom: 
ogue had a formal Catechi/ms like: thldefo 
fodern, I ſhall not temerariouſly profjand 
nounce. Yet ſomething to this purpoſ nity 
may be collected: from choſe CommenWawt 
taries which -paſs under the name'/ofOld 
St. Ambroſe Where we: find. the Office 
of thoſe; Doors: mentioned, '1 Cor: 1% 
25, thus expounded : Jos dicit.. Doos 
res, &c. He. calls thoſe: Doors off -, 
Teachers, -who in the Church - inftrudbKCzte, 
ed;Children in. Reading and' retainingfl de 
their Leſſons, *according to: the:Cuſtomfj Ce 
of the Synagogue ; for their Tradition... 
hath - paſled-unto- us: If 'you 'ask- mel 
what the Leflons were, which the DoY-3 
ors: taught the: Children 3 - I anfwergÞPiſpe 
The:Principles'of Religion. If you derre.. 
mand.' the: manaer how. they wereWhe 
' Taught; I reply, In a manner ſutableFnars 
to. their Capacities. If again- you de+Jhe \ 
mand what that. manner was ; 1 return;S$cen 
 Catechizing, in the native and 'com-F} A 
— acception: of the Word. | But ifÞfeni 
techizing: ſhould. be ill looked \upon,gÞe x 
as. being! a Tradition derived from:theRns, 
Jews; then the greateſt part of ChriſtisFire: 
anity-may be had under a- jealous aſpet. P 
10S UPON! 
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bf upon, the ſfame-account::, for-ir is molt 
il certain, that a large ſhare both of: Chr 
Y tion Rites and « Dottrines. were derived *, | 
Afrom Judaiſm, | which was not to be laid - 7? 
deſolate by Chriſtianity, bue compleared - 
Rand reformed. The Primitive Chriſtia- - 
fCnity being (according to, Mr. Seldet) the. 

Mlawful and Prophetick Off-ſpring of / the 

oJOld. Judaiſm... Fe | 


, 
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Or : : ' . 
ÞCatecbiſing, in times, of the, Apoſties., Evi- 
gf. ences thereof. in, St. Pauls Epiſler,, The 


Contents. of. their Catechiſm. . 


h 


» & 


She Words-and Senrences which therein 
Þccur to: this purpoſe. 
| And in the, Firſt. place, it cannot bg. 
| ifBenied, but that inthe inſpired Epiſtles”? 
one plainly read of two forts of: Chritt- 
theIns,' namely, Tach;as were newly ad-. 
{ti=Ficced into che Church, compared: by. 
ect. Percy ro New-birn Babes, 1 Pet. 2.12. 
06)'} En C and 


nal _ 4OQOA 


noe ava ago tend #/Ic #6 4 
time ;'e4118@ by '% Ppklche Perſe; 

reſpe&of tir breath iProprcts ir 
Rid Religions or theWiſysth  VHiIcHO > 
feends from above, 'or "which Chril 
cameto Teach and Tnfuſe; St! Fam: 3. 
To the'fornier or theſe Whey! Save Mill 
and inſtrufted'them' 5ri'the eaſier Pom 
of Religion : But ſtrong Meat was-or 


dained for the later, _ Who having bed g of 
firſt well Catechiſed in Chriftianicy cb 
were capable'of higher Myſteries. And_.Ga 
of this we have 2 clear illuſtration jn th Fac 
Tixth to the Fi Mey ut ad fti; 
of: rlie' 5 * org »hr 7% Ref 8 N37; © 732 Dl Ne 
Erine, or 'Diſemiyſe, of "the be mg yo 
Chriſt ! Or (as we nowread it) t the, V. (try 
ciples' of the Doarine of *Chrift; £10) 
3s, a Catechiſm which: cofitaſhed'd ab ri dot 
Summary of "toſs Principles Which wa 
were" heceſſary” for every / ChiiHan”y ver 
Tearn, atid 'to' he 12d %as 1 PohndatiY Our 
 Iiiest for the Superſtritrite bf «Hat wh: 
Myſteries, ard marters*of a” Wh 
reach ſuch as the Prieſt:hootl® $f ; ; by 
_ £hizedeck, and how he was a Fy { this 
"Chriſt; 22h. 5. Abd "of ' theſe all fed, 
'St. Paul would nor ifhtrear, ll Kg WE 
'the former ſo faithfully received;! ba Doc 
ved and practifed, as thar they MID Yer 


laid aſide for:the preſent: 


', 
£ % 
- 


I TRAIT Ian 


irf ﬆt Findlay \are Ys 


| etkoryd: ray the-Apoſſle® Firſt} Repeti: 


tance ifrom-/| dead : works: ' Secondly, 


Faith towards: Gold + Fhirdly; TheDo- 


@rine -of. Baptiſm :*Fourthly, 'Impoſiri- 
on:of -hands, | -eConfrqulde« ?Fifthly, 
The Article of*the>Reſurrettion 'from 
the i dead + And O 'The7 certatnty 
of :; Erernal Fudgment, Fhele were' the 
chief and if Pony of the 'Apoſtles 


s Carechi/ms, ri firlt Principles 6f the'O- 


racles of : Gad, the:Rudiments? of! Chri- 


: 8 fHian Religion,) faith -our-Old- Marginal 


Nate, 'or::the Catechiſm. wherein 'the 
younger fort:of 1 thoſe. 'times were" itt+. 
{tructed. And:theſe Articles now men- 
tioned; :or) fome:ſuch."trke, were (no 
doubt) - that Formzof {Dodtrine, that 
watnerof-Cacechizing-which wasUelt? 
vered-to'the | Romans; Row."'6/19.* ts 
our Margin” reads /out': of "the' Greek; 
wherennto - ye were: delivered or- given tp : 
Where- the  ordinary-Phraſe4s changed 
by the 'Apoſtie. For. atbeircofay, To 


bet this form:of > Dotctrinz-you were delive- 


d ted,:is not:-fo- agreeable cither' to rhe! 7,94 


1m cor Engliſh ſpeech, v2, This! form” of 
Dodrine which wasdelivered unto you : 
Yertthe Apoſtle makes 'u'e of the- firft; 


wn d T9 tell Us, faith Cajetan, That Hot ſo 
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much the-form of* Religion was deliver-] 
ed to Men,;as that Men were delivered: 
£0.. the form! of Religion. That fo by! 
this means Religion might be known'to! 
have Authority and Power over Man,' 
and not Man'over Religion. But not to 
inſiſt upon chis ; it need not be.doubred; 
: that rhis: form of Dottrine ſpoken of by 
-St. Paul, was a Summary of Chriſtiani-4J w! 
ty, or the Catechiſm uſed in thoſe early } '<: 
and beſt times of Chriſtianity, which} I. 
contained the firſt Principtes. of the Q-: chi 
racles of God, By which ſome under-J Be 
ftand the Creed, as Cyril of Hieruſalem | *Þ+ 
in his Catech, 4. ſtyled by him the milky} 7* 
Tutrodufiongin alluſion to St. Paul, 1:Cor. ©t 
3+-2.. Heb. 5.12, Others, of the Creed} Ci 
and Lords Prayer, as Bede : Others, the} W<« 
Creed -and Decalogue; as Aquinwus ; O-: lo: 
thers, all thoſe Elemerits which the Care-} C: 
chumens-learned, and- profeiied at Bap*} %*c 
' riſa ; whereok the-'Creed- was the Prin} V4 
cipal. Which with the Lords Prayer the] At 
.Clergy was injoyned to Teach the Peo- 
ple, Concil. Mogunt. cap. 45. And it was S® 
| A general. command of the | Church, thatY 9 
F thoſe who were to be: Baprized; ſhould Va 
; have a certain time allotted for the learns} 


19g and rehea:fing-of the Creed, Which} 2 
the Eaſtern Chriſtians always repeated kak 


with a clear Voice, when they came t@ 
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"the Holy Communion of Chriſts Body 


and Blood : As appears .in the Twenty 
ſecond Canon of - the Council of -Zolede. 
Bur if this ſeem to reſtrain Catechiting 
only to ſuch Catechumens as in the Hiſto+ 
ry.and Canons of the Charch are fre- 
quently mentioned 3 and that this kind 
of inſtruction was not uſed toward thoſs 
whom by- Baptiſm the Church had al- 
ready received into her. Communian : 
Ie. then follows, that we ſhew hew Cate- 
chi/m was a plain Inſtitution wherein ail 
Believers did - Communicare. And in 
the firſt place it is manifeſt our of Occrw 
menizes (expounding the yan de js hola 
Otis) That there were Jome Points-of 
Chriſtian Religion wherein the Novicss 
were. Catechiſed before Baptifm, and 
lome after. Thoſe in which they were 
Catechiſed- before Baptiſm, were, The 
neceſſity of Repentance : to renounce the De- 
Wil and all his works : To believe in God, Cc. 
And thoſe Points which. they learned 
alter Baptiſm, were the Myferies of our 
Saviours paſſion and Prieſt-hood, his taking 
our fins on himſelf, and working our Sal- 
vation ; the Myſteries of our Reſurre&icn, 
of the laſt Judgment, and everlaſting re- 
ward, or life. And the Catechiſm of theſe 
was common to all Believers, becauſe 
neceſlary. 

"———— C 3 


Secondly, 
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yer admitted to Holy Baptiſm, Styled 


by. the - Church Canons Catechumens : / 


For then we muſt conclude that the Cas: 
techumen and Believer were all one: 
contrary to:Tertullian-de Pwnit. Cap. 6. ae 
Corona Milit. Cap. 2. and'all the Fathers: 


And:that there was a Chriſtian Church” 
m Galatia, confifting of Catechumens or 
Unbaprtiſed: Perſons, z. e. a Church of 
Whicty | 
abfurd inconveniences cannot beevaded, : 
. unleſs by thoſe Catechiſed ſpoken of by 


Chriſtians without Chriſtians. 


the Apoſtle, we underſtand fuch as had' 


received Baptiſm already, and were ſtill 


to be inſtructed in'thar Religion where- 
mto by-thar Divine Rice they hay been 


admined. Sorthawn Sr. Pauls time Ca-- 
echilinginits Narive acceprion was con-' 
tinued even: to: thoſe who had attained 


ready ta: fo munels knowledg in the” 


Principles of Chrittianity, as, render'd: 


them 


ty, we'may confidently infer from the 
expreſs words of St. Paul. Gal: 6:6, where: 
he divides'the whole Church, to which 
that "Letter was directed, into Catechift 
and Gatechiſed. Whereby the later can- 
not be'meant only thoſe who were not 


—_ 2 4 "Te. = x TH IEIBSPIC \ 26 "> as Lat - 4 "4 Og" \ TIOVE Fs "3 % 
4 I REA <P" TOW. Tae nn bot + $1 = <3 : ab ee a4; 74 Ky OE Oo 
bs ? Wh % : 8 me 5, pr > es CP re Rds OL 3b LatV. Ao A * 
*; 
ef \ 
ig : 


ag) in he Langnage of the Ancients | 
-} Competentes, or Perſons fit For Baptiſm, 
| and to be admitted to-therhigher My- 


4 ſteries of Religion. The ſame Apoltle 

> | told; the. Crivibians', that be. bad. fed: 

| chem ithe Milk} thariis,, by the. confent 

| of all, with Cotechetical Dotfrines.. And 

p | there is no doubt that thoſe Texts in 

4 Hep. 5.. 1%. | Heb.'6,' Is. are 
AT, 18, 25. 


-] pregnant intimacions-of this 
1 | truth. The liks may : be: affirmed 'of 
© Y: what St: Euke has recorded 
: ule 7 4+ concerning the Introduction 
af the. Elaquent. Applios,. and. his maſt Ex- 
> | eebent, Theophilns , into the knowledg 
&: Chih; , And: whan has: been laid, 
"- | affords. fuſkciaat\ ground of: affere! 

- || Catechiſm to) have beerin uſe with-.the: 
f || Apoſtles, and: that: ic - deſcended 
+ | from the Synagogue. How it was the 
| Practice alſo ot- the Primitive Church, 
j is:the Mens ofthe enſuing Cheap 


| 
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CHA P: IV, 


The Apo ſtles Catechiſts in ſeveral Provinces; 
The Declenſun and Reſtauration of Cates 
chiſing. Catechiſts S tyled Exorciſts, &Cc. , 


Ut if we imagine that-the marks of 
| Catechiſing are leſs apparent in the: 
New Teſtament, yet if we look into' 
Ecchkſfiaftical Hiſtory , we - ſhall there 
find that the Apoſtles had: their ſeveral 
Provinces wherein they. were Carechilts., 


And that by means of conſtant Cate» 
_ chiſing, :many. Kingdoms: within For 


Y years after the Paſſion received -an 
alreration _ in their Pagan Ceremonies, 
Alchough ic muſt: be confeiled ' that-it: 
was not long till the: Malice and Envy: 
of the Devil and Man brought a decay 
in-this moſt uſeful Inſtitution. For in; 
the ſecond Age, we read that Catechi-' 


fiag was ſo far declined, that Origen 


(living ia the Two hundred and thirti- 


eth ot Chriſt) was honoured with the: 
* Title of its Refſtorer. But where this 
Reſtauration of Catechiſling by Origen! 
was alfz&ed, is not {aevident, There is' 
a great probabilicy that Fudea was the 
Scene of fo good an Action. For we od 
caat. 


-_  » ThePzimitive Jfktution. 33 _ 
that he was very kindly received there, J 
after he fled ont of: Alexandris, upon 
4 his falling into diſgrace: wich the Chri- 
"4 thans of that Country, becauſe in the 
er time of Decizs he had:offer'd Incenſe to 
ef an 10, to ſave his Body (of which his 
. 4 care was not always juſtifiable) from 

'F being defiled by a filthy E:hioptan. 
of In Alexandria, Origen could not be 
neg faid to reſtore Catechiling, for it is ex- 
to preſly affirmed, that there he ſucceeded 
rej in Cathedra Catechetic4 his Maſter Cle- 
all mens, as Clemens had: done his Maſter 
ts Panrenw in the ſame Chair. And. of 
e- theſe rwo later, we are told, thar they. - 
27 made it their Employment to "Teach 
inf the Grounds of Religion, not by- Ser- 
es, mons or Homilies, but by Catechiſm, 1 
tf ſuch Schoolls and Colledges, as in great 
JJ lkelyhood they themſelves had founded -_ 
2yj for- that purpoſe. rigs 4, 250,200, 
inf ' So: that we ſee: how--in Alexandria 
1-1 (and we 'may hope that the like was in 
en other Parts) there was a ſucceflion: of 
ti-] Catechifts; who were alſo called Exor- 
he f c#s, not only becauſe (as T/idere explains 
us} the word) by Prayer in the Name of Je- 
en ſus they caſt unclean Spirits out of thoſe 
iS} who were poſſeſſed : Nor meerly in re- 
he} gard of Exorciſing the Pagan Carechn- 


ad mens, when they came to be Baptized (as. 
ac C5 15 
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Kolatry under the name of Devil.” That 
Exorciting was an Office of good re- 
pute in- the Ancient Church, and not to 


beinvaded by the Laity, is" clear our of | 


Fertulliaz, who-in his: Book adverſ. He- 
ret. Capi 4l» tells, how the very Here- 
dacat Women were became ſo ſhameleſs 
and: malepart, rhat they durſt Teach, 
Diſpure, Exorciſe, andevenBapriſe. 


Mr. Caivin makes it a probable con- 


ecture, that the Epiſttz' to the Hebrews 
was not Penn'd till ſome time after the 
Goſpel was, andthe Church had ere&ed 


zform of Government, and had Confti-' 
ated among other things, an Order op 


Initrudtion, or Catechiſm, in which both 


the Adult Converts, and Children. of 
Believers were to- be Taught : And he: 


further adds, that thofe Principles men- 


_ tioned Heb. 6. had reſpe& unto the ufuat” 
and eſtabliſhed form of Catechiſm. Now if 
this. conjecture be argumentative, and're=! 

| | _ ferred.” 


is-10 be teen ar large in Birchardus Unors' © 
watenſis): bas: becauſe that by their dili-- 
gene Catechifmg the Principlesof Chri-- | 
Kianity, they pulled down Idolatry; and 7 
_— caft. Satan- out of his: Kingdom, 
and diſpotleſied him: of thar Tenor which | 
by: Idol-worfhip he had fo tong uſurped; 
. And the:fir{t part of the Vow! of Bap- | 
elm, binds the Baptized w renounce 
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” £: CH-A P. Va In 
The: Antiquity: of Catzghiſin prohable upon; 


- tht: account off 6s; convenience: In reſyett; 


of the Qbjedt ;. Method of Inſtrudions. *, 


| =—_ ſippoſe that all which hashither-- 


to been; obſerved; be. not evident. 


nay; thae:nothing.of this way of Teach»- 


ing/ was ever: i-uſo! with, the. Primitive: | 
Inſtea@ars of Chriſtianity, which would: 
bea veryuncoutlyſuppolal ; yet this. doch: 
only: canclude againlt the Age, but nat 
the convenience. of - Catechiſm. It no- 
way proves that ſuch a way of mltru- 
Qaion.had not been highly. rational, to ins- 
tradluce ignorant Infidelsinto the knaws- 
ledg of the true Faith, Far all thoſe: 
who by ordinary means. were: tq: be 
converted to-Chriſtian Religion, were no: 
leſs ignorant of its Principles,. than thoie 


- Jafants who are born within.che Church; . 


and therefore to: be Catechiled: therein, , 
was as proper and requiſite. jor then,; as: 
tor cheſe.;:For the-ignorance of the ons, , 
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as well as of the other, wasto be | 
by ſuch means" as (all diſcreet Teachers / 
have choughe ſuicable to that end; - +) 
Now it is obvious to every Capacity, # 
that no Mans ignorance can be removed- 
by Rhetoricatin Harangues, Pompons Diſ- © 
Courſes, orefound Reſearches, &c. But by - 
humble and plain Leffons : Eaſie and * 
Obvious Rules : And ſuch 4. b. c. Rudi- - 
ments, as fall under:the comprehenſion 
of the rude and. unlearned ;. and which 
are proper to prepare them for higher? 
Leſſons. In brief, though the ny» 4 
which are taught be in themſelves fub- | 
lime and difficult, yet the-manner- of © 
Teaching them muſt be humble and ea- 
fie. And this way of inſtruction was (no 
doubt) purſued by the Primitive Doctors, - 
whodid not only prepareby Catechiling ' 
the ruder Infidelto receive Baptiſm, bur 


educate thoſe into a more perfe&t know- * 
ledg of Chriſtianity, whom they had! 
already Baptiſed. And therefore Kanydv ? 
and Oiz-hudr, to Catechiſe and Edihie, 
are with Grammarians terms expreflive © 
'of each other. 2 i 

And this makes Catechifing highly : 
convenient in reſped& of the true Method * 


natural path of inſtraRion, which ever? 


i 


did alſo by the fame courſe build up'and | 


of learning : For therein is obſerved the 
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+] begins with ſhort and. obvious notions, 


's | to the; end the Learner may not be dif- 
+ couraged with a difficult, and perplexed 
/, 4 entrance... For if the minds of Novices, - 
d} or. young Dips, ſhould be loaden 
/- JF and puzzled with mulcitude and variety, 
y | or with. obſcureneſs /and prolixity of 


. 


| Rules, they would be in danger-to.reje 
i- | the bole, lnftmton. 9 irkſome 
n {} painfulneſs. of its firſt .Grounds.. . And 
h 7} albeic that all beginnings are. attended 
c | with Hardſhips : Yet they ought in all 
s | reaſon to be reduced to as great an. caſi- 
z- | neſs-as their Nature will afford 3; to: the 
f-{ end that. they may not diſhearten the 
- | Undertaker. This we ſee is the courſe 
o | of all Arts. and Sciences, both Liberal 
s, | and Mechannick, which have their In- 
gs | troductive and Initiatory Syſtems, con- 
t | taining ſuch caſie Elements as being firſt 
4 3 known, fit the Learner for deeper Do- 
= | cuments. And. theſe. lower Rudiments 
4 Þ hold ſome reſemblance with that leſſer" 
v» | ſize of Vertues, which ſome Platonifts 
> | call Purgative, becauſe they are firft ta- 
e | ken into the Soul to cleanſe and prepare 
her for the reception of Greater. And 
y | in Religion it is as requiſite as in human 
dj Arts, that - the firſt Leſſons .be framed : 
e | accordingto the weak and ſlender Capa» *'- -7 
4 cities of youngeſt Beginners. 4 
| Now 
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' Now as theres Nall probabilh ; 
5h Writing he ſhouldever be able pita | Fr 
the true proportion of Words, -wtion 

ver Tearned the firſt' draught of: Lardiwoil g— 
| $6 there is na great: affurance, that any 
one —_— mako any ſolid and _— 
gfeſs tm the Myſteries-of | Chriſtianity 
Shave hiljer acquainted with the Pink 
2) ples thereof *'or;\ That'thoſeſhouki' be 
to give any good: account'of the 
Hope that is irs them, who never leavn- 
i ed the Arctclesof Faxrb; on Wee their: 
hops is fornded. 
he this ts a Clue chevlonds usto-the'}] / 

righe way of ndi4 Ipion': for fl y 
wat 6 £2 fr ib ke 60-percalval 7h 
ehar ſolid Catechiſing: | is to the- orderly. 
Structure of Spiritnz! Knowledge, what @: 
fire Fonndarion is to: any material Fa- 
brick. And therefore he that would edi- 
fiz himſelf, or others, in Chriſtianity, 
_ withour this Ground-work, build but a. 
Vifionary Church, or a Houſe upon the: 
Sand. As hath been ſadly viſthble in: 
thoſe Perfons who: being not founded: 
npon this Rock , have been quickly" 
ſhaken and. blown down with! every: 
Wind of Corrapr Dotfrine, vented by Y. 

Men crafty to contrive deceit. - It being; 
impoſſible char thoſe ſhould. be ſte: 
faſt in ſuch:- Principles of Religion-yfl ky 

wheres! | 
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Wy wherein they | were never rightly and 
of duly inſtraged. ooo 4 


7 CHAP: VL 

Eatechifin neceſſary iv reſpel? of the on 
| orcafe and Smdandes of Spiritual 
"Rnowledbe': To have a diſfinft Under 


ſtanding of things neceſſary to Sabva 
from, EC. 21 


A ND: not only the fare grounding, 
"$ £X but alſo the regular and ſolid: ad+- 
' yance and increaſe in the Knowledge of 
| Things Divine, makes Catechiling a ne- 
ceſlary Imtrroductive. For unlels by this 
means we be firmly principled in Chris 
Rianity, our knowledge therein will be 
boch- tmall and unſtable - and as-a per- 
nicious: conſequent thereof, we ſhall bes 
come trifling and affefted' in that lice 
we know. For it fares in Divinity" as 
Philoſophy, whereirr a lictle fmattering 
Knowledge makes Men vain and af 
faming, whom a deeper inſight therein 
would render compoſed and ſettled: 
And this has been, and is ftill, miſers- 
bly- apparent in the Ancient and' Mo- 
der Settaries, whont & meer conceit of- 
knowledge hach tempied co affame and. 

* uſurp- 
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ſuch afſuming Knowledge, as is ſeen inf} ous 
our great Pretenders to Spiritaal Sciencey” 


who | but too exactly -prove them] this 
ſelves deſcended of thoſe Old Gnofticks,Þ by 
who were ſo peſtilential to the Primitive] are 
Church ; being notoriouſly addi&ed ro} thit 
Blaſpheme, rail at, and ſpeak evil of the} the 
things they know not; and in a pecu-| out 


liar manner are gifted with Maliciou{-J- are 
neſs, Avatice, Schiſmaticalneſs, Rebel-N wil 
lion,-and Contumacy : According -ta 18" 
_ their deſcription in St. Jude 10: 11. 22, 8g 
&c. And the want of having been duly} Po: 
acquainted with the true grounds of Re-| Ye 
ligion, is one main reaſon why they are} mt 
in- that Divine Science ſuch Smatterers | th 
and half-witted ; whereof there is ſmall. bl 
hopes-ever- to have them cured, but by Y W 
a fall Infticutionin thoſe Elements which | Ta 
are undeniably requiſite to found Know- | th 
ledge. | in 
But Catechiſing is not only neceſſary} V 
upon. the account. of a regular entrance» S 
and encreaſe of Knowledge in Religi-* A 
on, but allo to give us a clear intuiti-} #e 
on of thoſe particular Truths whereof} vi 
we. cannot be ignorant, but wich the F 
| peril J 


IIMI . 1 


cha perit of our eternal Happineſs. -Fornot- 
ay withſtanding that all things neceſſary to 
.nd$-Salvation' are clear and -plain in Scrip- 
offf rure,' yer the Scripture it ſelf is fo ſpaci- 
inf ous/a Field; that even a wary Traveller 
| may therein loſs himſelf. And beſides 
$ this, «<he things neceſſary to be known 
$ by-us in order to our future Welfare, 
ef are-in Sacred Writ ſo often mingled with 
# things'that are otherwiſe, that it exceeds 
the generality: of Capacities to find them 
out, and rightly to ſever. Thoſe that 
are idle (as the moſt are in this Study) 
will not take pains; and thoſe that are 
ignorant have not the. ability co diſtin- 
# guiſh, colle&, and reduce ſuch neceſſary 
Points to their reſpzAive Chapters. And- 
yet till ſuch Points be plainly digeſted 
8 into ſeveral Heads , many, at leaſt.the 
$8 the illiterate Multicude, will unavoida- 
| bly want a eompetent Knowledge of 
what is neceſſary borh 'to-- their 'Tempa 
ral and Immortal Happineſs, Now that 
the gathering of thele neceſſary Truths 
into Sums and: Models, is the proper 
Work of Catcbiſm, is viſible in all thoſe 
Syſtems which have ever born that Name. 
nd of this 'Truth, our own Charch-Ca- 
zechiſm yields a ſufficient Teſtimony : It 
JS which all things that concern Faith; - 
| Pradtice, Prayer, and Dofrine; are col 
leted 
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leq2d.-inhto. ſuch ſhore and plain. Samggtlyitl1 
that, the weakneſs of. no: Mans Wit candlyſelef 
eithechindenalogether-the-Knowledgepawe 
or excuſe. ths utter ignorance of things} Ax 
neceilaryi te Salvarion. - For whoſdevergBþr 
wit -a mind free from. Prejudice; ſhallfigem 
1mpartially peruſe the Church Cateebiſmgis no 
hetherein may obſcrve all ſaving Traths;/lpes: 
reduced. to ſuch. ſhore; .but full. Heads; YNam 
that.tho weak are not:lefe ro:the/hazard:1; diſpr 
Qus,; nor: the  ſlothful © tothe! laboriounſſia 
18 ſearch thereof-in Holy Seriptares. +.:9ÞYBorn 
| | 2 ſhip. 

- : lous 

CH: A-P.;Y I Yftan' 
Catechiſmg- the moſt: ſutable means« to: heahÞ ever 
the: Diſtempers: of this Church,. ' SevesYty''c 

. veral:Propoſitions to be ſuppoſed. A ſhorts Me: 
digreſſion concerning our Diſorders. neſs 

® | | , 'F ture 
OUT we will.yer ſuppoſe that. alb;Þ Li 

LJ which hitherto has. been delivered," ÞÞ ref 

Qught | to: receive no. better: eſtimation: Þ tha 
than meer ordinary. Diſcourſe ; and thats} pat 
we are:to proceed. upon. anew Ground,” Þ altl 
and: examine the neceſlity of Catechi i tha 
ling in.reſpect ofthe. preſent Tempar- Þ try 
and Diſpoſition, or indeed. .racher Di-Þ pre 
ſtempers and: Diforders of this ChuncholÞ ice 
and: Peaple: And inorderunto this, o} i 
Fa ; Wil "J -- 
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will not be-alcogether impertinent and 
aVguſeleſs; a little to-confider what our pre- 
Sent Diſorders are: n 
And in the Firſt Place we cannot 
bur obſerve; that our Declenfion both 
Sfom the Deſfign-and Rule of the Goſpel, 
Ji not conſpicuous only in thoſe grand 
IDebauchees, who grow weary of the 
INameof Chriſt, or profeſs it only to 
Jdiſprace- it: But alfo- in thoſe who ſem 
tri and ſevere in-performing all” the 
Formal'and Exteriour part of Diſciple- 
Fſtip. - Even: thoſe I mean; who are zea- 
Flous Hearers-of Chriſts Word; and. con- 
"Ifane Communicants at his 'Tabie,. not 
FI profelling Devotion to any other. For 
I wentheſtare content(as occafionſerves). 
*\Jto abandon; that Purity, Continence,, 
71 Mezkneſs, Humility, Candor, Mereiful- 
"Jnelfs, and other inſtancesof a {weer Na-. 
F fure,fo vehemently urged by onr Divine 
lb, Law-giver, and which are the genuine. 
>Þ refule of 'erue: Chriſtian Principles, for 
18 that one Law: of fordid' Intereſt, brucal. 
<1 Paſſion, and churliſh Self prefervarion, 
' Jalthough they cannot but acknowledge, 
"-'F thar all'rheje- are totally. oppoſite to the 
"_ true; Spiric of Chriſtianiry. And belides 
"1 protefſed Politicians, there are others wha. 
2 ſeemro-look upon Religion as s meer En- 
gine-of  Stere, and a thing that is as 
> tractabls 
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traable- for Battery as Defence. Andter 0 
who , , notwichſtanding their contraryſ+zo of 
retences, live as if they regarded. nalſhnot © 
what Chriſt chiefly aimed at by his Inf} who! 
carnation, Death and © RefſurreRions ſible « 
And how that he gave himſelf for ugjeonſ 
(both in his Birth and Death) to redeemfff edne 
us from all iniquity, and to purifie uncofÞ By 
himſelf a . peculiar 'P2ople z2alous. offfons « 
Good Works. And that he roſe fromf| of P 
the dead to bleſs us, in turning. every Tho 
one of us from our Injiquities. And thatlff Seri 
the main deſign of our infpired Chi beſt 
ſtianicy, is the entice Reiormation oli: wh: 
our Lives, and to make us as good all of ( 
our. Profeflion. | E | 
But beſides this fort of Nominal Chris ken 
jans there- is another, which are 10 -farff pre 


tranſported with the opinion of thay the 
Union which they fancy already. to ens] the 
joy with Chcift, that they dream to- befſ ani 
inpreſent Poſſeflion of that Viſion whichy of 
is peculiar to the future State. *And they an 
are ſo dazled with the ſuppolicitiousY be 
Glory of their Spiritual Perfe&ion, that of 
they contemn the means ordained tafj th 
make them truly. perfe&, becauſe they d: 
fancy they have arrived atit already. | te 

- And with theſe may. be joyned all B 
ſuch who are ſo cloſely addicted to then 7: 
own Opinions, that they think it a. mat} rf 


nll ter of: Conſcience; Piety and Religion | 
ro oppoſe and condemn whoſoever are 
1 not of their Mind and Perſwaſion, Since 
MH whoſe riſe we have* been under a ſen- 
i ſible decay of Charity, and (as a natural 
ueonſequent thereof) an encreaſe of wick- 
my edneſs. ke 99” 
oy But if theſe ingroſs not all the occafi- 
olf-ons of ousDiſorders, there is another ſort 
" of People who will fill up their meaſure: 
yy Thoſe I mean who pervert the plaineſt 
uy Scriptures to ſuch a meaning, as doth 
i beſt help to carry on their Deſigns: And 
of what is yet worſe, who make it matter 
Al of Conkence to aſſert that Senſe of the 


A Text which they have perverſely miſta- 


ken. And this deifying our own Inter- 
ary pretations, and tyrannically enforcing 
128] them upon others : This reſtraining of 
# the Word of God from that Laticude 
oF and Generality, and the Underſtanding 
of Men from that liberty wherein Chriſt 

and his Apoſtles left them, is, and hath 
beer theonly Fountain of allche Schiſms 

of 'the Church, and that which makes 

# them Immortal : The common Incen- 
darics of Chriſtendom, and that which 
tears into pieces,. not the Coat, but the 

by Bowels and Members of Chriſt : Ridente 
ety Tarca, nec dolente Fudeo, Take away 
ty theſe Wall> of Separation, and all will 
"y - quickly 
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45 The Pzimicive Juſtimution. } 
ing” of Men for nor! ſabſcribing.eÞ.e 
Words of Men, as the Words of 'Gai 


- 


OY EDS 98 ne 85.106 T4 . wo 
Tequire of Chriſtians 'only to, beliewfſ/ NG 
Chriſt, and to.call no Man 44a/er- bull 244 
him only. "Let thoſe-leave:claiming- la 
falibility, who have no Title to it3.and. 

let them. that, in their :7#ords diſclainff 
ir, diſclaim it likewiſe . in :thgir Aion 
In-a"word, take away. tyranny:in-Opt 
nions, by. which the .Devil withſtand 

- the Power of Truth, and-reſtore.Chriltt 
ansTo their ,jaſt_ and full liberty:of cage 
tivating their. Underſtandings .co; Serie 
ture 'only,. and as Rivers, whoſe. Pak 

1apge is ,not interrupted, run-all .to..che 
Ocean ; 1ſo it” may. well: be: hoped by 
Gods Blefling, that Univerſal Liberty thu 

moderated, may - quickly. reduce us-t9 

'Frach and "Unity. Thelſe..thoughts..olll 75 

Peace may come fromthe God ot. Peace 4 
to. whole Blelling I-recommend them} 4 
And thar this may not. be looked vob 4 
x 

C 

| 

j 


tor ſome ſingularity in my. own Perſws 
fron, Thave tranſcribed the Words. out 
of Mr. Chilingworth,. and, he.out of .& 
nHother, and encloſed them in a:iPall - 1 
renthelss. Row 

” *Bnor taking -no delight ;to travel fur 
ther in ſearch of thoſe Dillempers which 
Fam:unable to semetdy-; che only comp} 


fort 


The Phimitive Tufitution, 47 
hl fort is, #@ thofteMibtbe lo8kettupoh 
th Brie. -Mues'6P onr (Religion; ior 'anty 
gp Way be'tthidrg's "upon Gie"Princhptes* we 

Ant 'therefote 'we"'miiſt "ſeek 

vhere tolay the Impucation : and 'I 
a Jhall Foro further then to-What I'men- 
ng ck 4h «the "Thcrodudtion, «&ven,' the 
any "Onion; br "TSk&VgvirinR of *Cate- 
"TINT 

2 .fiAN *Hete/in MeTidt tare, a 
ney be denyed; 'how 'rtrar/the generality -of 
 the'People of this Kingdom, have for 
my mary Years"(at leaf during ceC'time'of 
Mor Inteftine Wars) either been deſticnee 
3h 6f -all* Cn orhave'been'Cate> 
| ehiſcd- only"in' ſuch? Princjples, 25-were 
1 p06d-/for -nothiiiig* but-to 'eftabViſh the 
my Elder in a curſed Schiſm and Rebellion, 
wi 4hnd-to infet the Younger with [the 
08 Tafic Contagion. Thefad effets, where- 
ol Pare A Fvifible th the anpetceable 
mh Fertsof (otic, a1 in the want'ofta 
20 Ute underſtanding: 'of Religion 1 in moſt! 
Ty reſpect of which, we' ' have need>to 
| beranght'agatn; which beche firſtPrin- 
\ cipſes'd " the: 'Okxcl&s 'of "God 7; * bein! 
© becotite brew 45 havcncedof WB, and 
uy” bf the cn People; bel a he hn 
q ible ro'reap/any benefirftom' Eds ns 
| ling of 'abltrufer ty Retts I 


ae 
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cole Ne: re want inſtrys i 
Bonk in. the plaineſt parts of Cech 4 
cal Dodrines. For", notwithſtanding} *** 
that we. boaſt much of. our Knowledgel: : 4 
\of Chriſt, and. that our Proficiency X Y 
ſo great in Religion,; that we.-conceis q br 
our ſelves wiſer than our Teachers; vel of 
if the Tree may be judged by its: Fruits, Ch 
we ſhall be found harrefully ignorant. mh 


of what we afſlume to know, and to: 
pare little of that, Wiſdom which de” 
cends from -above, which-Chriſt canie' be 
to. reach. and infuſe, and which is Pure, | 
Peaceable, Gentle, ealie-to be entreated,” dic 
merciful, without - Hypocriſie and War: of 
vering. dill 
In the Second place, we cannot-but | |... / 
with 'deep  Reſentments obſerve, thar } 
ſince the. time God turned again Our þ 
Captivity, and reſtored this| Church to 
wy, free uſe of his Ordinances, Carechir! : 
ſing has met but with: cold Entertains * 
ment, even from thoſe by. whom it 'oughe. | 
to have been moſt; lovipgly, carefled. |} 8 
For 1 in moſt, places. it has been. looked 1 ly 
upon rather.,as a-Foreigner, .than a, Na- | 
tive. of the” Church.; and as. Fruits ay ſho 
their Mouth, never in Seaſan bur. for a © q Þ: 
wy Days in Lex: : And even then 700, ab 
the 
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of Lhe. Paimitive Anfticution, 49 
| the Church-Catechiſm is generally taught, 
44. without any Tach explanationas is need- 
= ful, in reſpe& of thoſe ſlender Capaci- 
2 ties to whole inſtruction it is chiefly de- 
38 yoted.. .  : * 
=. Andif, in the Third place, we con- 
4 lider who thoſe are, which on the one 
= hand hinder the progreſs and ſettlement 
| ot Unity, Peace, and. Concard'in this 
<j Church, by: an. undutiful froward. re- 
| fiſting of ber Laws : Or, who they are 
that on the other hand Apoſtatize and 
utterly forſake her Communion ; it will 
2 be found upon due examination, that 
| we. have laid the ground of the Diſobe- 
10 dienceof the one, and of the defe&ion 
2-4 ot che other, in a want of atimely and 
4 diligent Catechiſing. 

And as for the Firſt fort, namely, the 
diſobedient and refractory ( who are 
now known by the very candid Name 
ot -Diſſenters) they cannot pretend to a 
more plauſible excuſe of their Unduti- 
tulneſs, than that they were never du- 
ly Catechiſed to the contrary. For 
granting them to be Perſons not total- 
ly forſaken of all Ingenuity and right 
JF Reaſon, we cannot imagine that they 
ſhould ſo: foully violate their bounden 
a |} Puties both to God and Mar, had they 
o, | fver been fully taught, or did clearly 
1c : retain 
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50 The Primitive Inflicnion, 
_ retain any thing but an imperfe& and * 
prejudicate knowledge of thoſe Duties, 


as they are plainly ſet down in the Church fur 
Catechiſm. © | b; ſid: 

And as for the Latter ſort, to with ** 
thoſe who have Apoſtatized and falnf} *?* 
from ours to the Roman Perſwaſion, þ.. 
they have been fo far from having their} *** 
firſt Tin&ures-and Foundation in Re-F - 4 
ligionaccording to our publick Catechiſm, | ©*| 
that they might ſay thereof as thoſe in onl 


Aft 19. 2. did of the Holy Ghoſt, But plic 
we muſt limit this Obſervation chiefly 
to. thoſe who had the unhappineſs to 
be: born in this Church when ſhe was 
under the Croſs, and wore the Marks 
of her great Maſter. And as for thoſe who 
had been inſtructed in our Charch Cates 
chiſm ; yet before they leſt us, they had 
{o far unlearnt it, as that they had re: 
tain'd of that Syſtem of our Religion 
ſuch.looſe, rambling , and incoherent 
Notions, as if it were wholly Enthis 
fiaſtick, or had' been compiled by 
Perſons deeply Hypochondriacal, And 
for cloſure of this Paragraph, T ſhall ;* 
only add, That none could ever be meth A 
with, who for Ends truly Spiritual and... ** 
Religious, did ever abandon this for the 
Roman Church, who had been through 
ly grounded in her Catechiſm, af 
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4 .. © The Paimitive Jnfficution, 5x 
" And: there will want no Reaſons to 
"4 ſupport this Afſertion, if it be duly con-' 
jo. 
ſidered, how the very Frame and Con- 


Ka 


'F texture of the Catechiſm doth obviate 
'F and oppoſe all the main Errors of Po- 
| pery, as they relate either to Faith. or 
IT Practice; to Prayer or Doctrine. . 

F And Firſt, he that has beer-duly Ca- 
x. .techiſed in the Apoſtles Creed, will not 
0 only be armed againſt a ſpurious Exe 


plication of the Old Articles of our 
1v Faith, but alſo againſt a needleſs addi- 
x tion of New ones. For he will find, 
that the firſt Twelve contain ſuch a per- 
ks fect Summary of all ſaving Truths fim- 
nol Ply neceſlary to be believed, that thoſe 
Articles added thereunto by the Conn- 
ad cil of Trent, ought to be rejected upon 
=] the account of being Superfluous. And 
| at the ſame time he will find ground 
enough to explode that Tmplicite Faith, 
lomuch relyed upon in the Remiſh Church, 
| who conſiders the neceflity of a perſo- 
8 nal Bzlief, as it is clearly required in the 
firſt Word of the Creed, which in La- 
| tine: gives name to the whol>. | 
And in the next place, as to thoſe Er- 
| rors of Popery that concern our Pra- 
| ice, they will be certainly diſcovered 
4 and refured by a right underſtanding 
And of the Decalogue, which by all is grant- 
ih D:2 ed 
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52 DFThe Pzimicive oy tution. ., 7 
ed to-be a clear and * rſionon Ruled 6 
what we are todo both toward, God and, a 
our. Neighbour. 

Anda Man that is well grounded in in "wp 
the Doderine of the FirſtCommandment, | fei 
knows, that he muſt reſerve all Divine} 
Honour, Truſt, Devotion to God alone, mM: 
and that he may beſtow no part there*F} ful 
of upon the Creature; and therefore W3 
cannot but avoid and abhor thoſe Romiſh | fu! 
DoFors that would make him a Client} io 
to the Saints, and a conſtant Votaryſ in 
to the Blefled Virgin and his Guardian 
Spirit. , He that is well grounded in the 9t 
[Doarine of the Second Commandment, Ma 
will never be induced to believe, that} 2 F 
the Image is to be adored with the ſame} for 
Worſhip that is due to what is worfhip: Lo! 
ped : He will be wary of admitting ar of 
ny bodily repreſentations of the Holy Sil 
Trinity : and loo jealquſly upon all chef} ſho 
Dodrine of Image worſhip, which hef} tha 
fees to be vindicated with a few remote} Ma 
and ſuſpicious Diſtin&ions, deviſed by bis 
the Fathers of that Doctrine on pur- 
poſe to maintain irs Credic. * He that the 
1s throughly inſtructed in the Dodtrine Sub 
of the Third Commandment, and hath 
thence been taught to tremble at, and; Ps 
reverence the Holy Name of the AlmightÞ”=®: 


ty, will never be induced to believe, 
that 
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4. that frequent Curfing and Swearing, -if 
I ctſtomary, is Venial, ora Sin which is 
24. pardonable in its own Nature, and for 
nn which the: Favour of God cannot be for- 
'F feited : That: equivocating in Oaths is 
8 lawful : That our moſt Solemn Oaths 


ef ful Name of God may be ufed in the'un- 
re warrantable exorcization of the Crea- 
jy eures : That Underſtanding and Devo- 


ne. tion are not neceſlarily required to our. 


ry Invocations upon. God. He that: has 
in| been throughly informed of the mind 
he of its eternal Aathor in the Fourth Com- 


at; mandmenr, will never give up himſelf co. 


at 2 Religion that prefers a Mans. Day be- 
ne fore Gods,. or a Saints Day betore the 


ip- Lords: Which wouldalter the Inſticution. 
| of God himſelf, as*was defigned by Pore... 
ly Sitvefter, who decreed "that 'Fhar{day” *- 


ke ſhould be kept for the Lords Day. Hs 


he} that hath well learned the Fifth Com- - 


te} mandment, muſt do great Violence to 


by bis Underſtanding, before he canchirfe” 
ar-| 9 beof a Religion that loves'to'drink.. - 


ar the Blood of princes : That abfolves 
160 Subjects from-their Allegiance to their 
th} Lawful Sovereign: That gives Power 
nd oa Vicar to depoſe Princes ar Pleaſure : 
oh} bat Arms Subjects with Power tomnr- 

ther their King, 


D. 3 ſaid 
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A} may be diſpenſed with : Thar the dread- . 


The like may © be 


af * 


4 can 
the 
- ſhij 


what is commanded them, this is pre- ? 
ſencly cenſured for a Relick of their 0d | ® 


Hereſie, and that there was ſomething on 


wanting in their Converſion, which can- 
not be Fioplied , but by acting throughly,} <. 
all the moſt horrible Injunctions of their: 
New Faith, 

And by the ſame means of being well 
Catechiſed in the Lords Prayer, a Man = 
will be able to apprehend and reje& the | 7, 
many Errors Popery would impoſe upon 


him in that high concern. For thereby he. N 
., will clearly perceive that Prayer ought | 
tobe made to God only, and that none y 


Cal 


= The Pzimitive Inffitntion, $55 =: 
"y cat} ſhare with him in that, or any 0- 
4 ther part of Divine and Religious Wor- 
4 ſhip. And that for this reaſon he ought 
- | notto embrace a.Religion which.enjoyns 
6. him to pray-unto.Saints and Angels, and 
, | that too not only to have them intercede 
my | to-God for him, but allo to help him in 
of his Neceflities, and to deliver him both 
ak 18 Bodily and Ghoſtly Dangers. And 
2 that -this may not be thought the -taulc 


of Roſaries, Hours, and Books of pri- 
4 yate Devotions (for, which the Church 
| of Rome is accountable, as having con- 


- JS firmed them by, her Authority) it is al- 
> | fo the Tenor of her publick: Service : as 
o» | is plainly. to: be ſeen in the Colleds, 
5 Hymns, and Litanies: of that Breviary 


11 | which was reftored by the Council of 
Trent, and authoriſed by ſeveral Popes, 


© and which is at this day in uncontrou- 
y lable uſe. through all the Papal Domi- 
ir mons.. 


And we might alſo obſerve the like 
114 concerning the Dodrine of the Sacra- 
| ments in which whoſoever is once ful- 


b ly .inſtruced according to the Catechiſm 
n | Ot this Church, will quickly diſcern the - 
\« | Abules thereinto introduced by Popery: 


1c | To mention no more than what belongs 
\e | £9 the Author of a Sacrament 3 which 
our Catechiſm aflerts, and which is an 
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undeniablle Trathi to be otily Chriſt: 
And therefore. all thoſe things-are to: 


be excluded the 'number- of Sacras; 


ments, . that ' are not of his imimedis: 
ate..and clear: appointment. And that Þ 
Orders, Penance, Confirmation , Marti 


ave, Extream Un#iom (all Romiſh Sa+ 
craments) are not of Chriſt's Inſticuti- 


on, is eaſily. diſcernable to Men but. 


ſlenderly verſed in the Holy Bible ; and 
therefore not to be received for the Sa- 
craments of Chriſt, but Inventions 'of 
thoſe, who teach for Dodtrinesthe Com- 
mandments of Men. Now by theſe im- 
pertet-intimations we may ſafely infer, 
That [thoſe who have had their Foun-' 


dation in Religion ſurely laid according 


to the publickly allowed Catechiſm ' of 
this Church, muſt have other- Ends to 


ferve than thoſe of Religion, and drive] 


other projets than Gods Honour, and 
their own Salvation, who forſake her 
Communion for that of Rowe. 


But to return: What ever hath un-: 


happily contributed to.our Revolring to: 


the one hand or the other from the E-. 
ſtabliſhed Religion of this Church, there 


is-none that will deny but that the lack 
of a plain and folid Catechifing has had 
therein'a; very large ſhare, And there- 
fore. we may conlude, That the rs 
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fil practice of that, will be a'chief means. 
to reſtore Union-and Peace, the Ornnfh- ' 
on whereof hath occaſioned the con- 
trary : And indeed, Catechiſing ſeems 


. theonly proper way not only to ſtrength- 
en thoſe that do ftand, bur to raile up 


thoſe that are faln ; if we confider how 
ineffeual all other ways have pro- 
ved, which have been managed to this 


end. Which now come to be fſar-- 


veyed. 


CH A P., VIIL 


The Methods uſed for our reclaiming, ſur- 
wveyed , proving ineffeual, 8&C. | 


ND here we need not be told, 

A. how Indulgence and Clemency, 
Acts of Amneſty and Grace, have been 
ſo far unable fo much as to work: ns 
tip to a good Humonr, that like "freſh. 
Paſtures to unruly Beaſts, rhey have on- 
ly ſerved to ſtrengthen us for a ſturdier 
reſiſtance. Nor need we : be told of - 
making Converts with the Churches Pas, 
trimony : for though by this means ſame 
may be invited to bear the'Ark of God, 


 yetthey do ir bur like the gr 5 Kine, 


who were ſtill lowing afcer 'the Calves 
DEED Ds they 


es C1 OY 


58. The Paimitive 


proper remedies. | But the continuance, 
of the Malady, is a convincing - Argu- 
ment that theſe are not ſo proper for 


this purpoſe, as.is ſo generally ſuppoſed. 
And give me leave to ſpeak of theſe: 
two freely.; and firſt of Diſpucation, * 


which is a.meer empyrick preſcription 


in order to heal our preſent diſtempers. ! 
For. though Diſpucation, as it is managed 
by.the Pen, may have got a. great Vogue 
in the World, yet we can never hope'] 
thatour Diſſenting. Fudgments ſhould. here-' 
by be reconciled, if. with due ſeriouſneſs. 
we, confider ; Firlt, the manner of theis! 
conduct : Secondly, the. matter to bg: 
diſputed : Thirdly, the perſons thereby. F 


tobe wrought upon. 


- . And Firſt, If the conduct of diſputes fall F 
under a calm, unprejudiced and reflex:* 
ive review, (as they appear in Print) the: 
Pen:men thereof ſeem to have Lotenony 
. ratner þ 


Znſtitntion.  Þ. 

had. left behind, them. It needs not be: 
demonſtrated, that-our frowardneſs and - 
opiniaſtre. are not to. bs cured by ſuch® 
Methods : But that which-I would - 
chiefly take notice of, is, that Diſputa- 
Zion and Preaching, which out of an a- * 
greeableneſs that they. are generally. 
thought to bear to our diſtempers, and. 
the ,powerfulneſs of their management... 
have obtained a. Name to. be the only, 
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- 4 rather: the defamation, than conviction 
| | of each other; and to have been of an 
1 opinion that men were to be refuted, as; 
| | Mercary of old was worſhipt, by throw- 
- F ing dirt and ſtones in their Face. But we 
- | have been taught by miſerable experi- 
; | ence that the laſhing of a Few, hath 
| | been ſubſervient to--no better end than 
» | toexaſperate the whole. Party : And that 
7, | our keeneſt Arguments, if we may judge 
e. | by the Event, have oaly ſerved to alarm. 
- | the Adverſary into: a better proviſion | 
r_ |} tor future refiſtance, and to ſtrengthen 
|. | their opinion-in- that part wherein the 
| Attack had diſcovered it to be the weak- 
2, | eſt. Bur grant: (as indeed we muſt) 
n | that the Diflenters (co whom this Pa- 
5s. | ragraph chiefly relates) are not able to - 
d | ſtand in Argument before their Oppo - 
e | nents ; yet we muſt alſo . grant, that - 
xe | there is a want-of Decorum in the Vidtors 
e- | carriage, while his Argument :loſeth its 
{|} cfficacie, through the looſenels; luxury, . 
is or rigour.of its expreſſion. . For it is too 
284 apparent to «conceal, . that there are fo + 
y. | many unmanly reflections in moſt of our - 
F late Controverſies, that diſcreet and fo-- 
all} ber perſons loath the reading of thoſe Pas-- 
x-- | geswhere they occur. . Which gives oc- - 
cafion for doubting that fuch arguingsfo + 
- managed, proceed not from that Spirit - 


af. : 
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of. Peace;.and ſure ground-work of all; 
true, Reconcilement. And if the conz; 
duet of our Debates were throughly con- 
fidered, we might find this Church com: 
plaining like the Eagle in the Greek Epi: 
Togue, which ſeeing her Breaſt wound- 


ed with a feather'd Dart, crycd out withz 


Tears, Alas! my own kind hath deſtroy: 
ed me> But to proceed. 

It cannot. be doubred; but that fome: 
Opinions ſooner die by. berg contemn'd;, 
than taken notice of. And I am per- 


1waded, that this Natioval Church is now 


troubled with many Opinions whiclt 
long ere this would have found their own 
Graves, if they hal not been kept ahve; 
with-oppoſition. In fo much that-it may 
be ſaid. of this. particular Church, whag 
was of the Catholick, Thar if ſhe had! 
itopt and damn'd up the Originals and: 


Springs of Controverſies, rather than de-J 


termining for. one part, to-give them as: 
It, were. a Pipe and. Conduit to — 
_ them-to..Poſterity, ſhe. had not ſuffer'd 
- that-[nundation of Opinions with which, 
at this. day ſhe is. over-run.. A. poRey 
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where thoſe Books of: Controverſies are- 
fearce to: be met with, - wherein» their. 
Religion is maintained againit Reformed 
Churches, By which .means they live: 
free from -thoſe Diſſentions wherewith 
their Neighbours: are afflited, to their 
ſcandal. and ruin » And I hope we may 
lafely imitate their 7/1/4om, whole Errors 
we abhor. BL HAS I, 
Bur if Controverſies were as necef{a- 
ry, as by ſome they are pretended tobe, . 
yet their conduct ought ſo far to be re- 
formed, as that at leaſt there be a ceſla- 
tion from hoſtile Exprefiions, which 
have hitherto been of no better uſe than 
to exaſperate Men itito a petulant and 
peeviſh vindication of that-Name, under 
which they conceived themſelves to be 
reviled. Next, that the Diſputers wanld 


-not- vent and” foam out their perſonal 
Piques and Animoſities under the pre- 


tence and cloke-of aſſerting Religion and - 
the Church, © Laſtly, that they would 
aim at Peace-and not Revenge. For 
how ſeemly: foever the preſent carriage, 


. of Diſputes-may be accounted in perſons 4 


of another- Character, yer itiis very all 
becoming thoſe: who are-ftiled Embaſſa- 
'dors of 'Reconcilation, and who ought” to - 


expreſs. the- Emphaſis of that Title, in - 
"a IT GCON>; . ' "; 
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-- 6x The Pzimitive Jnfticution-. 7 
reconciling. Mens Wills with their Du-#Þ| bou 
. ties, and their Underſtandings with the} un 
Truth-;-4# bringing the-wicked. to re- | thai 
pentance, and the malicious to Charity} nal, 
and to winallto a holy-compliance with} and 
the deſign and Rule of the Bleſſed Aus Þ' and 
thor of Chriſtianity 3- which was,  to«Þ ind 
| heighten our Converſation to the moſt *Þ ma! 
elevated pitch. of 'true .V ertue, Peace, | Sch 
and Holiteks z and that our Righteouſ- '} on 
neſs ſhould exceed all theirs that ever: the 


went before us. 'Þ and 
Fe, Tea 
CHAP. It — ] 


The Tuſt Matter and Subjeft of Contro- | 
wverſie in Religion examined. How by"; "8 
Catechiſing, and not Diſpute, we are there= | y,1, 


in to be reconciled. 


- | an 
"A+ ND not only the preſent condu&*} rel: 
A. of Diſputes render them. unſuta- 


ble. Medicines for our Diſeaſe 3 but al. Þ or 
ſo the things concerning Religion , || rec 
which can with any Reaſon be pre- | of 
tended to be.the: matter thereof. . Now. Þ the 
£ Whatever in. Religion can -be pretend-"{  -! 
& <d to be diſputable, muſt.-either re-Þ del 
ſpe& its Dreſs: and Ornaments, or. its- | the 
Body and eſſential Parts-; the Exteriour | Þ Fo 
 Appendages, or the Principles of Religi- | fie 
on.. If the Scruple, or the Diſpute ” a" tt 
| out- 
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"bout the Drefs,. outward Rites, Cir- 


" 
e” 
* 


cumſtances, and: Faſhion. of Religion:- 
than no contrivance ſeems more ratio-. - 


3 | nal, or method more probabie to aſſoil. 
- F'and inſtructing the ſcrupulous in the. 
- indiſpentible Duties of the Fifth Com- 


and remove it, than. a due. Catechiſing . 


mandment, and to tender him a plain. 
Scheme of the Obligation that. lies up-. 
on his Conſcience ;. To honour and obey 
the King, and all. that are put in. Authority, 
under him ; to ſubmit himſelf to all his. 
Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors and Maſters. 
How the. Supreme. Powers have Aus. 


:thority in the Externalsof Religion. 


w_ { £: 


How. in Religion things indifferent. 


i in themſelves may paſs into a Law,. 


_ 


y 


an 


ſr: 
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"which ought to be obeyed, as much as 


any Laws. in indifferent things which. 
relate to the good of: the Civil State. . 


defign of Government, to make good 
their. Inſtitutions by dint of Argument : 
For if. Authority were obliged to fatif- 
he every, medling and capricious Brain, 


they would have little or no -time left 


Q. 


- " % i= = . L » 
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to be obeyed,” ec. And when indiſcre-” ove 
tion of zeal, or pride of Wit, engage*| eve 
to vindicate everything that is lawtallys | the 


commanded, it is to have a better opr-*Þ of 
nion of our.own, than the Magiſtrates: | Par 
Prudence; to think our Arguments will: ; . the 
be more prevailing than . their Com-"F pai 
mands; orthatthe former were requiſite | Afﬀt 
to ſipport the latter, ec. ' oth 

That theſe and the like things are*Þ -hat 
proper for "Catechiſm, and thereby the* Ob 
molt gently and indifcernably - to be in-:} of 
fuſed, none I preſume will gainſay. For? the 
they naturally fall in with thoſe Troths Ro 
which belong to our duty toward man,” 
of which we muſt be'duly informed, ere: : in 
we can therein be exat. | ad! 

If the Diſſenter yield an obedient ear”} fac 
to this Inſtruction, there will be lictle*F to 
fear 'of his continuing ſcrupulous to o-"F tou 
bey what his Superiors have a juſt pow-+J us. 
er and right to 'enjoyn: If. he do not} Fo 
hearken, then ler him be devoted to the: Sct 
Civil Power, and leave the Magiſtrates: wh 


to vindicare their own Authority ; and'F no 
- to'make that be done for Wrath, which} in 


woukl not for Conſcience. And 1 ant. ing 
tempted cor think, that if at the Happy wt 
Reſt auration this way had been purſued, Þ tet 
we long ere this had been ſenfitle of its. 
good Effects. And will add this more 

OY&L,, 
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ever ſince God wonderfully ' reſtored 
them , had devoted the greateſt - ſhars 


of ' their /pains to plain wr and 


Paraphraſes of 'the Church-Catechiſm; 


: they might long before'this have gently 


gained both upon their Opinions and 
Aﬀections, who (by the indiſoretion of 


' other Methods) ſeem” to be:now- alie- 
+0 -nared beyond retrieve. Conſcience of 


Obedience will anſwer all the Seruples 
of Minds difpoſed 'to Peace; and” for 


- the Turbalent let them be anfwer'd with 


Rods and Axes. 

The next thing that can be diſputed 
in Religion, beſides its drefs and exterior 
adherencies, are its Body, or Principles 3: 
fach I mean, as are abſolutely neceſſary 
to Salvation; for we need be: ſollici- 
tous for no more than what will fave 
us. Now theſe are both few and plain. 
For 'as for thofe numerous places of 
Scripture, Notices of Oral Tradition, 
which are dark and difficult, they 'are 
no further neceſſary to be underftood 
in their primitive intention and mean- 
ing, than that we ſincerely believe, that 
whatſoever God thereby meant and itt- 
tetided, is infallibly true. 

And things chas truly neceſſary, are: 
as few as plain : St. Paul has reduced 
; them. 
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66 The Pzimitive Jnftitution 
them to Two Articles: To believe that}: 
God is, and that he-is a Rewarder of Þ 
all them that come unto him. And to} 
whom only. thus much is given, it thall Þ. 
not. be. damnable that they believe-naÞ 
more. And if:this. (as it ſeems to). be 
the loweſt degree. of Faith; God will Þ 
therewith be pleaſed, if the means. be” 
wanting of riting higher. Cornelizs in} 
Ads 10. who becauſe of his: Alms and 
Prayers was accepted of God, had not} >? 
been' ſafe in-that State, had he gone no” Mw” 
farther, after God had ſent St. Peter to | 2; 
inform him what he was to. do more. D 
The Charities and Devotions.performed'} 1 
in'the. time of | his Jewiſh Proſelytiſm; 7 l 
how far they might have ſtood him in} 2 
ſtead, had he been vouchſafed no farther” | j 
Illumination, is not the Queſtion ; yet it R 
he had ſtaid there, when means of go-' 
ing farther was afforded: him, or. if he” 
had refuſed to believe in. Chriſt after a he 
ſufficient Revelation, . he had then juſtly} 
incurred the condemnation of. loving Þ 
Darkneſs more than Light, when Light 

was come unto him. Theſe inſtances I 
are uſual in this matter, and tell us plain: 

ly, That as few Articles are of abſolute 
neceſlity, yet that their number is ;not'} 
the ſame unto all ; ſome. more, ſome leſs, 

as God hath given. to every man, bo 
that 
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4 there is none can: ſet down how much 
every man ſhould believe, no more than 
F he can ſer down how much every man 
ſhould ear. 

But. if notwithſtanding . this paucity 
and plainneſs of che Principles of Reli- 
gion, any, ſhould therein be. ſtill con- 


10 þ tEntious, this Evil is not to be removed 
| by Diſputation, bur plain Catechiſing ; 
nc y. Ditpu . plain GAtECALNNg 3 


. s 
"4 


4 whereby the Myſteries of Faith, and the 
4 | Duties of Holy Lite are to be explain- 
#4 cd. For Catechiſm is a brief and plain 
"1 Inſtitution appointed for that end ;. and 
| it takes care that the Principles of Re- 
of ligion be made fo caſfje, that the mean- 
oj <it capacity may apprehend them 3 
he | and yet in fo conciſe and ſhort a man- 

ner, that the weakeſt Memory may not 
F therefore be ſurcharged, 
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'F that is neceſſary for a Man to believe, 
*- which for that purpoſe is ſufficiently re- 
a -yealed unto him, and which God re- 
AEST”: 1 « * + 

1 4 Pires him to believe and pratife. But 
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Diſptuation unfit for the capacity of the. 
generality of Diſſenters : Catechiſing prov 
per, &c. Reaſons againſt Diſputes. 7 


FR the laſt place, it /will not a lictle® 


import" the clearing of the preſent” 
ſabjet, to enquire into the nature- of! 


Diſputes, and cheir Capacities who ſhould” 
thereby be wrought upon. As to the 
former, it will ſuffice to obſerve, that} 
Difputation muſt be guided by Terms 


and Rules of Art, which when mana- 
ged with the greateſt plainneſs whereof 


they are capable, fall thort of that obs 
vioutneſs and familiarity, which 'is n1a-* 
taral to Catechiſin. And as to the latter,” 
it ts very remarkable, r. That.the vul-” 
gar and common People make incom-” 
parably the greater number of Dzſſem-” 
ters, 2. Thatthe Underſtandings of ſuch; 
are uſually heavy, groſs, and dull, as: 
ſymbolizing with their Callings and'Þ 
Conditions ; and by conſequent, are uty” 

able to comprehend any profound and'F 
learned conclutions. And what. is yet* 

more- conſiderable, the greateſt part. of} 


Diſſenters have no clear underſtanding 


off 


; DO ue TW lt; Bar > 0 ATI TRE 81; ee 
bake 2 ES CO RIES ra EI ae” A . es OT, » Rn $2 & - FM 
? : * d Fi Oe - mY » TS... y AT TINY 
[P : £ 4A . k Fu 
cy # « |; ne” # . 
% Q 8 : Ee 0 s 
5 of iN 
" K 
: £7 BM 
-» XS < 
. #;; Wa Pt 
T7 : \ 3G 


© *— 0 


NS" =; 4 OY Ts CEE! oY £5" "ODE OO. "LIT I ala 33 rs 2 Ee ae ere) Os * 4% dit 
F "oY FL 4 Ry > Cat Fs + a” 3 my FI". BR 0 © RN AGILE? 5 a IL > WY 8; "1 4: Ked-4 LN W *_, 0 gu 2195.68 1h "1 
I: PTE - 135 a ES : * AY oe Re os I . 
I TS BT in 4s c IX be ores ® ; . 
W.. <4 E : . ; L 
-* Ps; FP P «a —_ —_ r 
. . #8 1 - ' 
Py ;. 6:2 - , 
bo. A 0,0 , 
"Ny 2 2 >. g ; 
9+; - : + ya 
a yg Y of 
"bx " 
WA, Tg 


7 ofthe very Errors which a Logical Diſpu- 
"J ?ation would confute, The moſt of them 
4 being ignorant of their own Opinions, 
"4 and of the things againſt which they 
24. have imbib'd a ſecret and ſpiteful preju- 
oF dice. For it was, and is ſtill the policy 
1 of thoſe who ſeduce the Vulgar into Fa- 
Rion and Schiſm, not to.acquaint them 
further with the Opinions they were to 
abet, than to let them ſee that they were 
of: contrary to what they diſliked in the 
dF Church. Inſomuch that the poor Vulgar 
ie | being deluded into Separation, retain but 
at} a very confuſed and imperie& Notion of 
3s | what with. great impetuouſneſs the 
a-# ſtrive both for and againſt. - And there- 
ot | fore it muſt needs be a very Melancho- 
bj ly Enterpriſe, to go to confute their Er- 
a" rors with depth of Argument, who are 
T,4 in a great meaſure-ignorant of the very ' 
1-4 Errors themſelves, and who.do not di- 
n- | ſtintly know the opinions whereof they 
=} are to be convinced. The cafe of ſuch 
h j people much reſembling theirs, whom 
as St. Paul thought to ſtand in need of Milk, 
dF and not of ſtrong Meat ; of a Catechiſm 
tj and not a CGentroverſre ; and to betaught 
44 Chriftianity from the very beginning, 
et'} And the ſame Author being to confute 
of thoſe miſcreant Hereticks, who ſaid the 
_ RelurreRtion was already paſt, and there- 
| ' _ upon 
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57 * ThePaimitive Juffitution. 7 

upon gavethemſelves to lewd living ;'he'} $; 
did it not with the heat and briskneſs } * 
of a Diſputant, but with the: gravity Þ 
and moderation of an Apoſtle : and ha} 
ving barely and calmly named the wild'F 
Opinions, he poſitively and plainly laid}. 
down ' thoſe Truths that confronted'F 
them, 2: Tim. 11. 18, 19. And he would” the! 
have the Gnoſtick Hereticks to be en-” Ear, 
countred with Ecclefiaſtick Cenſures or a 
Diſcipline, and not Diſputings, where” 


of cometh envy, ſtrife, railings, evil ſar- = 
"Tf we were to ſet down the ſeveral} 


Confeſſions of the Perſwafions of all the; wy 
Chriſtians in- the World, they will be | 52? 
found to agree in more than is purely 
and ſimply neceſſary to Salvation. And | PE 
it may ſeem very vain to diſpute and. h 
quarrel about the reſt. And therefore } ®* 


the whole buſineſs may be refolved into: 5 
a diligent, fincere, and plain In/#ru&1on, <A 


how we ought to practiſe what we all” 
acknowledge to be true; and tofall cloſe} ?? 
to doing thoſe duties which are unque- |} P* 
ftionable, and of univerſal acceptance.} 
To perform what in Baptiſm we vowed, Þ 
and live what we profeſs to believe.” 
To make our ſelves fit to be juſtified, 
and not walte time in controverting all} 
the particulars that are made to _ co. 
Juſtift 
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non There is a knowledge in 
Religion which many earneſtly purſize, 


+ 4 without which thouſands have entered 
7 into happineſs. We need ſezk. for no 


MI - 1994 


-) more therein, than will perform the 


great work of Salvation, and bring us to 


'F the end of our Hope. And all this is ei- 
| ther moſt aſſuredly to be had in our own 
JF Catechiſm, or we have been molt dange- 
{| rouſly impoſed upon. 


But before we diſmiſs this Topick, 
there are a few things more, chiefly re- 
lating to the perſons to be converted.; 


which methinks ought to give Cate- 


chiſing precedency of Controverſie in 
that affair. And the firſt thing is the 
long ſtanding of the Errors : For if the 
perſon has ſuck'd them in with his Milk, 
and been therewith at the firſt ſeaſon'd, 
then there is Education in the caſe, up- 
-0n whoſe account alone not a few ſtick 
cloſe both to truth and falſhood : and if 
their Anceſtors have lived and died, 
and they have been brought up in ſuch a 


4. perſwaſion, it is, and indeed ought to 
| be hard to remove it. One main rea- 
: fon why the Pagans were ſo backward 


to entertain Chriſtianity, was its enjoyn- 
ing them to renounce thoſe Infticutions 


- wherein they had been equcared, and 


their Fore-fathers had lived, and thought 
them- 
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Kenklaw ome and rene "And Trp 
pho derided Juſtin Martyr for. a, man ..of 
an eaſje Per{wafion, and too. much 1 fl inc 
conftaricy, becauſe he forſook Plato andÞ* 
embraced Chriſt, And Czcilius in Ms. | 76 
nutins Felix, would have his Antiſtes Ve ou 
ritatzs, a firm adherent to the Principles | gi 
which his Anceſtors had delivered himzgFþ 
And (they. whoſe Pens. were ſo exceb} 
lently employed in confutation of Px |y 
ganilm, have generally complained that, 
their greateſt {ſweat was to pull dow 
the /frong hold of Education ; it being ; 
become the laſt refuge of Gentiliſay} 
out of - which they Soula not be dm 
ven : For they reſolutely retained what 
they had received from their Anceſtor 
For both few and Mabumetan are at}; þ 
this day of the ſame Opinion : For the |; 
tormer makes preſcription his ReligionzJ, 
and thinks it enough to out-face all 
Arguments brought againſt it, becauſ® 
ſo many Rabbies live and dis therein, 
and the latter has recourſe to his Eduy 
cation , and thinks himſelf ſecure in} 
what he doth, becauſe he follows the. Cor 
Footſteps of thoſe many Cenerationss tec: 
that went before him. Indeed, all mech, 
are willing to die in the Religion wheres: [noe 
in they were born. And Cecilins's Pris mo 
oribus credere goes far with Chriſtians, i 

we 
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*1 well as others; che firſt ſeaſoning being | 
A = mparably Faore prevailing: than any 
C5. Now, if thoſe evil Opinions are to be 
* 7} removed, in which we have been edu- 
*} cated ; it can never be ſo well-accom- 
2 | pliſhed by tearing them down with the 
T4 rength of Logick, as by inſtilling ſuch 
| alie Principles, neceſſary and uncontro- 
:# ] rected points, with fimplicity and plain- 
£1 nels, as-of themſelves will ſubvert the 
WitErrors of the firſt Inftruction,. and be- 
tf ome-the foundation of future Peace 
#Jand Truth. And no way of teaching 
#1 Gn fo naturally be hereunto: entituled 
*1s Catechiſing; :For as to Diſputation, 
[tis generally-had under a jealous aſpe&; 
*1 being thought ſubtle and reaching; 
[and intended rather to celebrate a Tri- 
3 uimph,-than to effe& a Converſion ; and 
#{toadvance the Diſputer, not the Triith, - 
1%} Beſides; ie being ſo. apt to: mithgle and 
» {blend with captious Sophiſms, and: falſe, 
UW} but ſpecious ways of proving, that men 
*Jare ready to: account it Impoſture; not 
Conviction, . that byduch means is efs 
*Fk&ted. And as for Preaching, a new 
[Chapter will'manifeſtly - make it appear 
yt to be ſo'proper for: this purpote, as. 
jolt imagine. Butin Carechiting there 
Js lach an honeſt ſimplicity, clear ns 
_ plain 
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ther ſo lod 3h the apprehenſion--of | ; 
their own - abilities, or ſo fearful to: be 
enſnared in the great concerns of Relis | jo 
gion, . that they are unwilling to-depend J ; 

upon their own judgments in'tholeins | þ 
ſtances, eſpecially: which they  ſee- ate | 
moſt diſputed and queſtioned. . Andy” 7 
© therefore chey think it no ſufficient Rea 4, 

ſon to forſake an Opinion, becauſe thepY ic; 
cannot anſwer all the Objetions, which] Ho; 
by' the fubcle Advocate / of .a- different} 1 
Perfwaſion are brought againſt.it;; And fing 


ſo long as a man can really believe- that] jng 


there are others who can anſwer: what Nei; 
is objected againſt his Opinion, he' will} 7; 


never 'quit it, becauſe he cannot an{way he , 
ie himſelf. For to think an Argumeat] 5; 
cannot be anſwered; becauke not. W} ther 
me, | were to think' the Lady: muſt\k] p,z, 
carried by none, becauſe neither A, n&Þ thor; 
B.can win her ; as if there were no mai lipio! 
men inthe world ſufficient for chat pub with 
poſe, but'they two. 4] ment 
- Bur if: Diſputation. ſhould be-ablet] Pref; 
torce. men from theſe refuges, and :Wſcan b 
. caſt away the groundleſs Opinions thefÞthaft: 
embrace ; yet if. their Opinions ny to th 
with] . 
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Lf} with ſore. worldly Intereſt, and yield 


any ſecular Srantage ; if the Opiniatres 
1 can fay, By this craft we get our wealth ; 
EF then great is Dzang, and your Argument 
nf 5 anſwered. e '-1Þ | 
© And he who confiders how many 
© tomporal ends men ferve with: their: Q- 
Cy pinions, will have little hope to.:con- 
& FJ jute them, at leaſt by a. way whiclvisfo 
i] generally ſuſpected. 

wy” It the Opinion pleaſe the: humour of 
Jan cating Avarice, or a ſwelling Am- 
Q&T bicion;; and bring either © Wealth» or 
My Honour, W507 
MI If it make ics Abettors notorious fort 
nd ſingularity, or get them a. Vogue of be- 
hat ing more Holy and Religious than their. 
nt} Neighbours. T0776 
mal It it place them in the pretended num- 
wal ber of Sufferers and-Perfecuted.  .;: 1. | 
euny If it gratifie their, Spleen, | and: give 
Wh them bur a more plauſible pretcnce; to bg 
8} Fubborn, refrattory, contradicting of Au- 
Wy horisy, gainfayers of the eltabliſh'd Re- 
108] lifgion, &c. then the cure muſt” begin 
puPy with che Aﬀections and not the Judg- 
4 ment ; and therefore a Diſpute 1s no-bt 
EW Preſcription. All that by Argument: 
I: can be effected, before the Va/fen be duly 
he&ſſthaſtiſed, will but bring the Opinioniſt 
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will to this : I iee and approye the better, 
With} .. B43 bir 
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but follow the worſe; mi 
too powerful for my Raſt 4 


rels in Chriſtian Religion contradict the 
Errand whereon it was ſent into the 
World, which was for Love and Peace; 
to reconcile.men to God, and among 
themſelves. And if it yield contrary 
Fruits, they- come as the Tares-among 
the Wheat, by the craft and malice of 


the wicked One. -For Strifes and Con-* 


troverſies are-no more the effects of Re 


ligion, than .of the Law: Were all | * 


men juſt and honeſt, we needed not dis 
fturb the Aſhes of a moth-eaten Statute ; 
and had:we :no Selfends and Intereſts, 
no baſe-paſſions and deſigns, the itch of 
Diſputation would not diſquiet and make 
ns ſo reſtleſs. 


Before we cloſe up this Chapter, it Þ 
will not be much impertinent to ob}: 


ſerve how Diſputation was at firſt 0: 


pening of the Reformation an excellent 
Engine to advance it : And we find that Þ 
the Reformers made importunate ſuit}: 
for publick Audience and judgment; and 

the offer of open Diſputation greatly a J 
ſured the People of the ſoundnels -of F 
their Cauſe, when they ſaw they wels! 


ready to put it upon publick Tryal. And 


the 


Le 
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We-might here-alſo add, how' Quars. 


more niay be ſuppoſed to have tollowe@] : 
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"the fifft Eſfavs of the Reformation, out 
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of an Opinion that it was good and true, 
« | being defended with fuch freedom, ſin» 
| plicity. and aſſurance,. than. by. the 
« | {trengrh of thoſe Arguments which-were 
-Þ at ficſt broughe to aſſert it, Burthen it 
g 's to be conſidered that the Reformers 
y | ofter'd this kind of tryal to thoſe with 
g | whom they began to. be at no lefs di- 
of | ſtance, than with members of a'diſtinet 
a» | and different Communion ; and in pla- 
&@ | ces where they were in hope to gain, 
all | but in-no danger to lole Proſelyres. For 
jj | they wiſely invaded the Adrerſary in 
2: | his own Country, and challengd him 
ts, | to a Diſpute in his own. Cizzes, and-in 
of | the throng of his Adherents, Bur up- 
ke | on how different Terms Diſputes can 


| now be managed, either with Diſlen- 

it | ters or the common Enemy, I leave the 

jþ | truly conſiderate to determine. But 
go: | ſince we are reſolved to fight; I. could 

nt | Wiſh our valour were more diſcreet, than 
nat {to encounter the Enemy withinour own 
1its | Bowels; to controvert our Religion in 
nd | the place where it is legally eſtabliſhed. 
af I A thing not heard of in other Countries, 
of | where there is a greater Peace and more 
ere | outward Religion. But I ſhall cloſe up 
[nd | this Topick with ſetting down what 
{| 4s uſually obſerved upon this Subje&; viz. 

E 3 I. That 
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7. -That Religion is like neither t6 Ie: 
et nor fave by Diſputes. 2. That Di- Þ of 
putes on this ſabje&t may have the il Þ not 

lack to make 'ſome ſuſpe& the truth of2Þ,mu 
all Religion, becauſe it is ſo much cons? $ttill 
erroverted: For'weaker Heads ſeeing the Þ Af 
Roof totter, are apt to ſuſpect there 8:Þ*n 
no firmneſs in the foundation ; and to Fm: 
conclude nothing is certain, if any thing Þ'in* 
be queſtion'd. 3. That in fo great a-milt 
of Diſputes, many may grow halting Þ*b 
and luke-warm, and think it their only {ex 
fafery to ſtand ſtill, or fit down in New: Þtt 
trality. 4. That for one fin Diſputes ve! 
have cured, they have begot innumera* Þ*on 
ble. 5. That the ſtrength and practice [Ba 
of Religion have been ſenſibly impaired, Þ- in 
 fince by the diftemper'd heats of Mens Þ to 
Spirits it hath been rarified into ſabtil } be 
Controverſies. 6. That fuſpence of Þ Tp: 
Judgment, and exerciſe of Charity were | na 
ſafer and Teemlier for 'Chrifttian men; of 
than the hot purſuit of thoſe Controver”F 'an 
ſies,” wherein they that are moſt fervent}. 
to diſpute; are not always the moſt-abke J + 
to-determine. But what is more nate” 
ral tothe preſent purpoſe, it ſhould ſerty 
ouſly be conſidered, That the People are: 
feither-tobe confuted of their falſe,” not 
eſtabliſhed in the true Notices of Relige Þ * 
on,” by Doubtful Diſputes, but plain Can] 
techiſtical 
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6 [rechiſtical Dodrines, - And as.to'our ſelves 
i- þ of chis Church, ſeeing there can- come 
- Þ nothing of 'oar «+Contentions, but the 
of: mutual waſte of the parties contending, 
wv $.till*a" common Enemy dance itt the 
ie | Afhes'of bs both T ſhall ever wiſh, and. . 
is: moſt heartily pray, thar the /ftri& com- 
to. | .mands of Peace and Unity, fo frequent 
8 | in'the Goſpel, may at the laſt fo prevail 
it $1 this Nation, tothe burying and-utter 
oblivion of ſtrife, ' together with' the 
| cauſes that have either bred or broughe 

4 itup: That things of ſmall momentne- g 
& 1 ver disoyn them, whom"-one God, +» ? 
4- J-one Lord, one Faith, one Spirit, one. + + 
ce | Baptiſm, bands"oef fo great force; have: - 

d, inked together: 'That a reſpe&tive Eye 
ns | towards things wherewith we ſhould not 
til } -be difquieted, make 'ns not unable to 
of } ſpeak peaceably one to aflother, © Fi- 
re | nally, that no ſtrife may er be heard 
#1, 4 of again, but who ſhall tate ſtrife moſt, 
| and purſue peace with the ſwiltelt paces. _ 
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Preaching, what it « : the ſeveral Ways 


thereof uſed by the Church. What kind” 


& 


of. Preaching among the Old Jews, and” 
Primitive Chriſtians. The Homilies cot. 


[ J Aving, in the antecedent Chapter. 
4. 4 diſcharged Diſputes and Contro-” 


verſies from being any ſuitable and pro» 
per means of reducing the Diſlenters of 


our own Church, or winning the Mem- } 
bers of the Roman : The next thing pre- 
tending to our healing . is Preaching,” 


which I here take to be An open, ſ0- 


lemn and Authoritative publication of Di. 


wine Myſteries. And this the Church 
doth two ſeveral ways : 1. As a Witnefs, 
2. As an ExpOlitor. 


F 


a Witneſs, by publick reading the Sa: 
cred Scriptures, and-by relating and te- ' 


ſtifying the Divine Truths which God 


in the inſpired Volumes hath conſigned ' 
her. And that this is no ſpurious ſenſe. 
of Preaching, we have him to afſure us,” 


who well underſtood the ſenſe and im-* 
portance Bh of the Word and Thing. 


#. 
6% 
RS 


And firft, The Church Preacheth as 


For © 
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3 For in AFs 15. 21. the reading. of Ao-. 
=} /& in the Synagogues every. Sabbath- 
* | day, is by St. Paul in the. genuine and 
| native ſignification of the Word, 1tyled 
Ky Preaching. That this Preaching of Mo- 
ay ſes, was a naked reading of his Law, 
4-4 we have.a whole cloud of - Expoſitors 
+} to atteſt it, beſides the clearneſs of the. 
thing it ſelf. But I. cannot be. of their- 
| - judgment who affert, That neither the 
£4 Ancient nor Modern Jews had any ſuch 
thing as weekly Preaching, upon . any. 
part of. the Law of Aoſes, and' that up- 
4 on this ground ſolely conclude the prea- 
Ef ching of Moſes to be meer reading. For 
> we find that the Old Jews had divers 
2 | Men among them, who uſed to.contri= 
= bute their Talents to the Expoſition of 
# | the Leſſon that was.read-; and theſe in 
ht ordinary courſe. were the Sons or Schole 
&. | lars of the Prophets, who: were trained 
up in learning .of the Law, and at the 
5 J age of Thirty received the Title of Doy 
x {| Qorsz and till they obtained the Grace 
& {| of immediate Inſpiration, or the Spirit 
of Propheſie, they continued to expound 
d'} the Scriptures (not by Revelation, but) 
|} according to that knowledge which the 
1 ordinary bleſſing of God upon their Stu- 
Fj dies was able to compaſs. Anſwerable 
3 | Whereunto (as ſome think) . was that 
| cuttom 
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cuſtomamong theThriſtians, mentioned + 
IC. 14. 29. And alf6 thoſe Diſciples Þ 
of the Prophets'of the New Teſtament} 
called Doctors, becauſe they were ad- - 
mitted to teachiin the Church: But for 
mine own part, I rather underſtand the } 
Word Dodor in'St. Paw, ofall ſach Preſs Þ 
byters ashad abilities of Preaching and ÞF 
Teathing the People in their Aﬀſemblies. *F 
And that Presbyters and Doctors were Þ' 
alk one, we may conclude from Tertull. * 
de Preſcript. c. 3. Quid ergd fi Epiſcopus, &C.. © 
What then if a Biſhop, if a Deacon, it | 
a Widow, a Virgin, if a Doctor, if e- 
ven a Martyr ſhall fall from the Rule ? 
In this Catalogue of principal Eccleſia- 
thick Orders, Presbyters. muſt. be under- 
food by Doors, unleſs we will deny 
them to have any room. among the chiet 
. Ranks of the Church ; which were both: | 
talſe and\abſard. And that inceſtuous 
perſon, with an Opinion of whom the, 
Gorintbians were puft up, was (as is obſer- 
ved out of Chry/offcm and Theoderet) one: 
of their Doors, that is, one of the Pref-' 

byters: of that Church, that exerciſed. 
the Office of Preaching, and by that 
means bore a great ſway. among the 
People, | 
But to-return to the reading of Moſes, 
which began with the Moral Service - 
Ng. 
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” the Synagogue3: 
| Diviſions anſwerable. to the-number. of 
+: Weeks in the Year, that'the whole Law- 
| in that ſpace might be read over : corre» 
| ſpongent co which Leſſons out. of the - 
4. Law, (there were others out of the: Pro-- 
Þ-phets {ane of + which .the Holy: Jeſus- 
took for his Subjefrat' Nazareth ,, when + 
7 after the manner of :the-Jewiſh Doors 
he: made his Expoſition, St. Luke 4. 16.- 
_ And he did the-like; St. Mat. 9. 35-- 
- where the is /Jaid to teach | Aiio gui | ins 
_ the Synagogue';. which might'be done 


% 
s \ 
wo 


[> 
= 


. F 3 IN 1p = 
<4 x" Tat Wo, 
: * 
_ | bs , : Ws 
D 
, et : A » 5 a 
. 1 Y f ? av % 
5 gs 4 \o {4 F '” 3 
" a Wa ” : ON 
» W* : . ay * ; 
_ ; - pmg,/ 
$ CT 
tf 7 , 7 
n bd c Ms 


F 


* 
$ 


x SRELE 
$7 * "OS #” N "S ++ * 
AR Y - 9 4 4 
en weffind: 
. D ” yf 5 %Þ IF, f 
p c 4 o- 


» 


without any pretenſion/to tuch Autho-- 
rity as was ſuppoſed in Kiprann, in Preas- - 
ching ; which in the Chriſtian uſe of the - 
word in the New 'Teſtament differs from: 
Teaching. Chriit did both, St. Adar-9. 
35- He taught the Law, and preacht: 
the Goſpel: At Thirty years old he ex- - 
pounded Moſes, as a Doctor (befare: 
which. time the ancient Church made - 
none Presbyters) and at the ſame time: 
he preacht.the Goſpel of the Kingdom... 
Bur {till che matter 1s plain enough,.that 
the bare reading of - Moſes - in. the'Syna--- 
gogues, is. Preaching 1a the proper: mgans - 
ing : which ſort of Preaching is {til}: 
practiſed in the appointed Leffons of the 
Church. The. former out. of the Old 
Teſta- 


cords of the Apoſtles, together with 


Prophets are read unto them, as-far as the 
time and occaſion. ſerves :: And that the 
Reader ceaſing, the Preſident in a Speech 
makes an..Exhortation-that they would 
imitate thoſe good things which had 
been-read. From which it is evidently 
to: be concluded, that the Church in 
the firſt and beſt Ages of Chriſtianity 
preacht as a Witneſs, when ſhe read, and 
thereby atteſted the truth of the. Holy 
Scriptures. And all men are in ſome 
degree Capable thereby to be edified. 
Hor there is none underſtands the Serip- 
eures 1o- well, but he may improve: by 
hearing them.read in the Church. And 


4 ; 


if . | « £7 b v9 
Council of Laodices, celebrated-.in the”'F oth 


en the: day called Sunday. z - and. the |] 
"Amymnparevudle, the Memoires and Re- }* 


the =2owy]efpear, the Writings of the. . 


if. 


Fa 


onderful. that 
|. that the one is the Word of God as ic 
| was-inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and the 


bo hf 47 L'Þ 
3 oF 77 £ TS 


F other can no farther be. ſo accounted, - 
| .than. as it keeps cloſe to the ſenſe and 
$ {| meaning thereof; which is not io eaſe, 
7; | fo long as Merr are ſubje& to. Errors and 
7+ | Miſtakes, and have baſe Ends. to- ſerve, 
e.” | and carnal Circumſtances to be accom- 
pliſhed. Eg 
' - 2. But becauſe all men ought to have 
"I ſuch a knowledge in God's Word asma 
be ſufficient to Salvation : and becauſe 
| all will not attain to ſo much by bare 
Teading thereof, therefore the Church 
| Preacheth as anExpoſitor, by diſcovering 
'and explaining what in Sacred Sk og 
| 15 myſterious. and obſcure ; and a 
{ {eaſonable application of thoſe things 
which are more obvious. and evident, 
And in this ſenſe Preaching is an Office 
in our own Church, which cannot be 
too highly magnified, nor too frequent- | 
ly celebrated, if it be agreeable to thoſe - ; 
|. Homilies which were intended, not only of 
| to ſupply thoſe who have not the Gitt 3 
of Preaching, ſufficiently to inſtru he: 
people committed to their Cure ,;. but 
alſo to be a wholfom Rule, by which. e- 
El 2.8 VR , 
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Hh if Diſord at this day wiedell ol 
Pulpits eught'only fo far forth to be a8F 
counted Preaching, as they are agrees 1 
ble tothe Churches Sermons 3 .then all#F; 
is not Preaching which bears rhat name; 
and takes up the Circumſtances ther 
unto allowed. 

In the pions Sermons of the Church, : 
we find Principles of Chriſtianity Glkats | 
explained; Rules and Motiyes of hone « ing 
and holy Life &learly laid - down , a | 
Perorations and Pertwaſions to continiie. 
therein, devoutly and charitably dirge 
Red and applied. I ſhall not draw this: 
into. compariſon; but only fay, That [ry 
hope there is none need think it any di Þ yo 
minution or diſparagement to his Parts | 4, 
and Learning, to write after ſuch} 
Copy. And however the Homilies may*} © 7 
be decried through popular Ignorance, Þ 14. 
Prejudice, and Patton, yet no doubt but” he, 
they are till neceſſary upon their firlt Þ 6, 
defign, which was to-help the Inabile Þ v4 
ties of ſome, to reſtrain che-Indiſcretions.Þ ;.@ 
of others, and to take away thole ftrifes} | 
about what is ficting to be preacht, caw |} ; 
ſed by the variety of Mens Judgments, 
the extravgance of their Fancies, and the } 1, 
Byaſles of {zyeral Intereſts. And]: 
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d Þ ' Andasfor ch&Homilics of this Church, 
= I they deſerve a much: better eſteem than 
* | generally they receive ; and would need 
Wy 10 Cclaborate Vindication, 'if " con- 
FI tered in their circumſtances. For in 
* I the firſt place, they are beto looked up- 
*q on as popular Sermons, fitted unto the 
2 | Capacities and Conditions of the Vul- 
S {gar 3 who being more led by Paton 
"FT than Reaſon, have need of ſuch Dif- 
4 courſes, as will rather regulate their will, 
| than inform their judgment. They ftand- 
Ef ing in more _need to have their Hearts 
WF and Conſciences wrought upon for good 
31 Life and Converſation, than their un- 
& | derſtanding and apprehenſion with any 
Y curious piece of Learning or Science. 
EET And that thegreateſt ſhareof the Church- | 
If Homilies *deals herein, there will need 
4 no other proof than their diligent per- 
4 oſial. SOUL 
IJ f _ In the Second place, The Church- 
yl Homilies are.not to be looked upon as 
ue'f her Dogmatical Reſolutions and Poſiti- 
it | ons, but as they contain godly and 
I Þ wholeſom Dodrine [ Teaching | and 
my neceſſary for the times. when they were 
&J compoſed. For ſo much we are raught 
wy in the 35. Article. And therefore T 
& 1 humbly ſappoſe, that every paſſage in 
the Homilies is not to be preſſed _ is 
| ait 
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| Faith and Doetine of the Church, but | , 3 
that the whole ought to be. conſidered Þ* put 


as confronting the evil Opinions and Þ uve 
Manners that at their compoſing were {tha 
held and practiſed : and if. ought of ei». 2 
ther be remaining, the Homilies may "Pas 
{till be needful upon their - Primitive wa: 
account. Ei : 
In. the laſt place, the very time in 
which the Homilies were compiled may. | 
excuſe many a Period therein. For our || thi: 
Anceſtors were lately come out of Po- | of 
pery, and converſed daily with Perſons | jud 
of. that Perſwafion ; and therefore is Þ «. 2 
vere dehortations were requifite to pre: F ©. 
ſerve them from Apoſtacy into thoſe: Þ Une 
Pradtices out of which they had fo Þ'Jot 
lately bzen recovered : which makes it | Mme 
no wonder if Enforcements and Exhor- | ve! 
. tations to that purpoſe, &c. are ſome: || uy 
time too hardly ſtretched. And as for F 
mine own part, I am fo far from under- | wt 
valuing the pious Sermons of the'Church, "1 
that confidering their circumſtances, I} 
greatly eſteem them for their own Worth, | &% 
and reſpe& them above any other for Þ| be 
their Authority. ap! 
And as to thoſe who rejet Homilies | © 
upon the account that Apochryphal Writ Ct 
tings are not to be uſed in the Church, Pant 
it. may ſuffice. briefly to reply, Vi 
| I. That | 


uſe 
ters 


7 - The Pzinitive Jnfficution, $9 
ut |. 3. That*Apochryphal Writings were 
«4 Þ publickly read in the Church in Pcimi- 
d | tive times: as the Epiſtle of Clemens in 
re. "that of Corinth. 


4- | 2. That Hermes (the ſame whom St. 


y 


© 


& 
" 
23 

FA 


"F Pas! ſaluted, Rom. 16. 14.) his Paftor 
76 | was publickly read in the Churches, and 
_ | uſed by ſome of the moſt ancient Wri- 
in | ters, and thought highly neceflary. Vide 
y | Exſeb. 1.3. c. 3. What may be 1aid-to 
ur | this purpoſe of the ryaud) aypdupare 
o- | of Theophilas B. of Antioch, I kave to the 
ns | judgment of others. Vid. Euſeb. I. 4 
e& | c. 23. 
e- | 3. That in the Reformed Churches 
ſs | (not long ſince) Calvins Sermons- upon 
ſo | Job were publickly read, by which 
it | means (faith Beza in his Preface to thoſe 
r- | Sermons) the want of Preachers was 
e- | lupplied. 
or 4. That it 15 all one to the :People, 
r- | whether the. Sermon was made and 
h, | printed in 1587, or on the laſt Suiiday- 
I F Eve; whether it be'but of a Book, or 
h, | ex tempore of the Brain, if thereby they 
or Þ be truly edified. The Council of Yaac 
appointed the Homilies of the Fathers 
es | to be read by the Deacons in thoſe 
ri- | Churches, where the Presbyters through 
nfirmity were ablent, Concil. Va{ſ#. c. 4s 
Vid. Mr. Hooker Ecclel. Pol. lib. 5. 


5. That 
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5. That there is' more ſecunit 
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Homily than a Le&ure ; 3s there is in the-Þ 
Learning, Piety and Uiſcretion'of many Þ 
than a ſingle perſon: In ſhort - there Þ 
can be no miſchief in the word [Homigh Th 
lies] ſeeing the beſt Sermons (St. Chix" 
foftoms) that ever were writ by any but*Þ 
an inſpired Pen, bear; that Title. Hs 
mileticus and Trafator are often uſed 
indifferently : and the latter is fufficis*Þ' 
ently known to ſignifie a Preacher, as | {tat 
Trafare to Preach, among the Writers" | Mc 
of the Latin Church, And the Expotiti» | #/ 
| On Auguſtine made upon St.” Fobn 1s cal ch1, 
led Traatus, &c, And the Reaſon of. | © 
the Name, was the handling of the | th: 
Scfiptures that. had been read; the cw} Pri 
ffom' being to Expound or Preach upon | {er 
ſuch Portions of Scripture. as were ap* | fix 
pointed for the Leſſons of the Day ; Þ' 8! 
as hath been obſerved out of Tuſtin Mar- | t© 
tyr's. Second Apology. Something of | © 
this has. been "in, ule with our own | 
Church, when. the Sermon 'was ſpent} - 
In preſling the intention of the Goſpel }. 
for ſuch a day unto the people; which is | 
ſtill, the. cuſtom of the Romaniſts. 
'But/leaving every one to his own Sen-. 
timent herein, 'I cannot perceive why-Þ 
- In ſtead of villifying the old FRY | 
we ſhonld not rather deſire a ſupply ok 
| new |. 
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The Piimitive Jufitytion, 9x 
2 Þ new ones: ſuch as may contain a famili- 
+ + ar Orthodox inſtruction in the whole 


"X44 
5 


4 Body of Chriſtian Do&rine, and of all 
yy the capital Duties therein. required 3 
{4 That thereby an Uniform way of..in- 
4 ſtruction might be maintained. as no 
© unlikely means both to regain and pre- 
| ſerve Peace and Unity in this Church. 
4 | But without further purſuing the no- 
#0 tion--of Preaching, we will here under- 
3s | ſtand it in the moſt trodden and com- 
5.4 mon acception, namely, as 4 way of 
th infruding the people contradiſtin& to Cate- 
i} | c;/ng 5 and to which it /ands in uſual 4 
| compariſcny as firong meat to Milk. Now "| 
| that Preaching in this obvious ſenſe is no 
J proper means to recover us-of our Dil- 
'$: ſentions, and to beget-in us a ſober and 
fixed Judgment in the things of Reli- 
> gion (as it is generally ſuppoſed) comes 
to be made manifeſt in. this tollowing 
Chapter. : | 
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'CH AP. XII. 


ha —_ 


poſe, &c. 4 Scruple removed. 


either as a Means without which it car 
not be had at all, or as Commands withs 
out whoſe obſervation thoſe cannot be 


ven,. might have place. here, if we were 
_ to. ſpeak of Preaching, as by ſome it is 
looked upon, for an Inftrument without 
which not one poor Soul can be deli- 
vered from deſtrution, nor any Sabbath 
hallowed either by Prieſt or People as 
God requireth, . Which was the Opinion 


But it belongs not to the purport of this 
(in the common Notice) is neceſſary as 


a means of Salvation : For then we mult 


mult be taken, ſeeing that none will ſay 


it can be alike neceſlary to the Salyation 
- of all. 


* 


Preaching inſufficient to: reſtore our Difſenti-" | 
ens. - Catechiſing, proper for that pur. 


Hat Difference which Divines-make' 
of things neceffary to Salvation; 


ſaved to whom thoſe Commands are gis- 


of 7. C."and is ſtill of his Profelytes.. 
Diſcourſe, to ſet down how far Preaching 


deſcend to patticular Perſons, in reſpe& | 
et whom the true value of its neceſſity - 


There 
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' "There is none ſhall give more'to the 


- | worth and -neceflity of Preaching, and be 


more frequent therein than my 1elf. But 


"yetI doubt not,but that a man may be ſa- 
"ved without it. Forifa perſon who in his 


Infancy hath received Holy Baptiſm, at 


1 _ of Diſcerniment, ſhall by Catechiſm 


minded of all that he then. wowed 
and promiſed, and be careful to believe 
and do them, I ſee not what ſuch a Per- 
fon wants of being ſet in a ſtate of 'Sal- 
vation, that with equal eſteemers can be 
accounted neceſlary as a means thereof 3 
tho? he knew no more of Preaching, than 
they in A4#. 19. did of the Holy Ghoſt. 

But let Preaching be a means never {6 
neceſſary to ſave our Souls; yet that it is 
not ſo ſuitable and proper to reform and 
fix our erroneous and inconſtant Judg- 


| ments (as is conceived) ſeems<clear and 


evident upon the force and obvTouſheſsof 
this ſingle inſtance ; namely, That thoſe 
who have been, and ftill are the greateſt 
admirers of popular: Preaching, and the 
moſt eager hearers of many Sermons, and 
the moſt reſtleſs followers of ſeveral Le&u- 
rers, have notwithſtanding all this, been, 
and-are, 1. The moſt inconſtant, 2. The 

moſt erroneous in their Opinions. 
And firſt, as for their Giddineſs and 
Unconftancy, there needs no other 
| demon- 
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demonſtration thereof, than their row. Þ lis) 
ing from one Opinion to another. © Foy *? 
if they have ſtuck faſt to any one, yet | 3 
that being evil, their adherence there- } * 
unto ought not to-be accounted Conſtan-: þ i 
ej, but Perverſeneſs. 7 þ 8 
- Now if we enquire into the cauſe. of. led 
this ficklenefs of judgment ſo notorious þ BY 
amore the zealous Sermoniſts, and Yul- | vs 
gar Seffaries, we (hall find that it is a Þ} x 
want of - Catechizing.; and that they | SC; 
were never duly -inftructed in thoſe Pri» | ©2 
mary Principles of Religion, which Þ- of 
would: have rightly inform'd and eſtab- 1o 
liſhed their Judgments. Through-the ha 
want whereof, they have proved like } *"\ 
unballafted Veſſels, liable to be toffed, | 
torn, and blown about with every guſt th 
of contrary Dedrine, vented by thoſe th 
who- were: crafty/ to deceive; and- who W: 
have -profed_ themſelves to. be lineally | 7” 
veſcended ' of thoſe great pretenders to | W 
Godlineſs and Kinewiade (mention'd in | * 
the Inſpired and Ecclefiaftick Scriptures) | © 
and egregioully- character'd, for creep- | th 
ing into houſes, and ſeducing filly women, ne 
who were ever learning, but never able to. th 
come to: the knowleds of the Truth, Vide 
Ewſeb. Ecclef, Hiſt. 1th. 2. lib. 3, & 4: 4 | 
| Nor need it create our wonder "that | 
ſuch perſons are fo bad proficients in Re- | © 
ligion 
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they began,.to, learn. it at 
e wrong.end,: and ran. to. the..Lefture 


>s 


et | before they had. been at the Catechiſm, 
& | And; indeed it cannot be imagined that 
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..Andas the moſt unfatiable 


+ 
* 
£ 


” 


thoſe. ſhould .make.;any laudable pro- 
greſs either in Divine.or Humane Knows- 
ledg, who in the Rudiments and firſt 


| g59unds thereof, have. had either none, 


or a-very flight Education, DET43#. 

| unla ers.of 
Sermons have proved wavering and un- 
conſtant in their judgments, for want 
of a timely and through Catechizing ; 
ſo likewiſe upon the fame ground they 


' |}. have. been. very erroneous and Opinia- 


tive... For this want. of a plain :tution 
in-.the Principles. of. Truth, . hath left 
them deſtitute of a. proper Teſt, whereby 
they might be able to explore and try 
what is preacht, and to ſeparate the 
pretjous from, the - vile, Through the 
want whereof, they as greedily, imbibg 
a: falſe as.true Dodrine; and are ready, 
to change their 'Qpinions according to, 
the impreflion which the affectionate 
noiſe of the laſt Sermon: has made up 
their Senſes. £. | 
.:Nor are they happier in their reading 
Holy: Scriptures, . than ,in hearing . of 
them (thus) preacher. :./The,, Un-cate-. 
chized run upon the ſame Rock in Dot. 
or 
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For albeit..the Divine Word is in it Telf | 
the pure Fountain of all” ſaving Traths; | 
yet perſons not trained up in a compe- | apt | 
tent appreheriſion of Catechiftical Prin. | 
Ciples, make'it a ſink of pernicious Er-Þ 
Tors ; ſucking Contention from the } 
Breaſts of Peace ; turning the ſincere | 
Milk of-Gods Word into the Poyſon of - 
Aſps, and perverting the: Scriptare to 
their own deftruction ; while they 'makg” 
the Oracles of God not 'to ſpeak their I 
own, but ſuch a Senſe and Language; Þ 
as may beſt adjuſt their Deſigns and. | © t 
Intereſts. Ke. 
And as no malice proves more impla- 
cable than that which ariſech out of the | An« 
Afhes of: an Apoſtate 'love : So no Er- Ele: 
rors are + more dangerous than thoſe ÞÞc 
which proceed from a proc x pt 
ting and application of the Word- of Ic 
Frath. And-as thoſe whoſe fancy has: J'2 * 
been playing with ſounds, think every 
thing chey hear is tunable -to their fan- 
Cy : So thoſe whoſe minds are once in- 
feted with evil Opinions, think every: 
'Fext ſpeaks according to the Opinions 
wherewith they are infeted. And it is 
at Hypotheſis will meer with few Advers: : | 


Fe. 


ſaries,That Men who are prejudiced and” 


" 
> oO 
by 


prepoſleſked with [Errors in Religion,” 
cannot be reduced but by getting them” 
if 0 ES therein 


>” 
—_—— 
—— 


"Y 42 "The wit "jog oY. | 
: | therein. nepay. Princip pled,” which was 2 
K ' never ye ed but by ſolid and 
| Pperfpicuots 'Cat chizing; it being by 
| this that Men prove'in Religion like the 
L Houſe in the Goſpel founded upon a 
F Rock, which'by no force of ſtorms and 
I winds could be ſubverted. And there- 
fore if this ground-2ork be not ſarely 
4 laid, all ſuperfrufures in Religion lie up- 
on the looſe Sand, and ave eafily wafht 
away by the inſinuating ſuggeſtions of 
Jfalle Teachers. And what is yet further 
to be conſidered, we ſee the reſt of the 
"4 Building ſink with the Foundation -: if 
£ [that be ſhaken; all will go -to rune. 
s And Chriſtians not well grounded in the 
i. LEkments of Trath and Holineſs; will 
& quickly be periwaded to give themſelves 
, Jopto any wild Opinion, or looſe Pra- 
f aic®, and turn Schiſmatick or Traytor, 
« $O the great hazard and confiifion both 
y of Church and State. 

;- | Butif ie be objected that Catechizing 
1 Ja Plaiſter roo narrow for our Sore, 
becauſe it cannot reach thoſe whoſe Ape, 


s vr ſome other Circumſtance, excludes 
vt IMhem the number -of choſe for whom 


re, Ps fort of  I/traion is appointed, not- 
d y. ie fanding they have :no leſs need 
4, =becreof than others : To this it will be 


y . % 


n 


mough to return the ſucceeding conſi- 
lerations, vVjz. F- I. That 
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Heavy load of many. years might not (ph, 
decline this way of I=/tztution, they may. Þ ;,1 


Tee it founded in the Apoſtolical-pra- F q 
ice; which was to Catechize the Þ j;et 
adulc ; as before was obſerved. 3 
2. To be duly inſtructed in the Prin- } — 
ciples of Chriſtianity, is. a duty incum: 
bent-upon all, who by the Knowledg and | 
Prattice thereof hope to be eternally 1a Þ 77, 
ved. And: therefore if* the Aged be , 
therein ignorant, they: have more rea 7 
ſon to bluſh at their ignorance, than w'Þ © 
be thus inſtructed; and with diligence F*_ 
and humility. to wait at this Gate of | 
Knowledge, rather than with fcorn to 
diſdain it. 
3. If the Elder ſort have either not I ect 
been taught at all, or have forgot theÞ ma; 
chict Heads and Catechetical Funds þ 
mentals of Ctuiſtianity, they now metF jn -; 
wich a fair, occatian hath to learn andy Pe, 
call chemi ro mind, For by, being - pi&Þ je t; 
{ent and attentive in hearing the Y oung'Þ are 
oY | 
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FF The Pzimitive Jnftitution. . 99 

Fer Catechized, the Ancient (and all) 
{may be brought to know what they do 
W4 not underſtand, to remember what they 
NF have forgot, and to be inform'd in what 
"Fthey have erred. So that at the ſame 
Frime Catechifing will inftrut the ono- 
I r2nt,remember the Forgetful,and inform 
& I the Erroneons : and therefore adminiſter a 
FF Phytick proper aud ſutable to our ſeve- 
YI ral Maladies : which cannot be pretend- 
+ FJ cd to by thoſe other Methods, that have 
i Þ hitherto been ſo cagerly purſued. | 


m- 
ad | CHAP. XII 


la | The Benefits of Catechizing, 1. In reſpe& of 
be. the Civil State. 2. The Clergy. 3. The 

| People. The Miſchiefs of private Schools. 
Objeitions-againſt the conſtant prattice of 


Catechizing removed. 


Ut beſides what has been diſcourſed, 
LI there are other good Effects of Ca- 
techifing, which at .leaſt may be as ſo 
many motives to enforce its practice. 
- And in the firſt place, Catechifing is 
+1 in an eminent manner conducive to the 
Wy. Peace and Welfaregf the State ; becauſe 
& takes care that the Younger ſort, who 
are the hopes of a Nation, be duly edu- 
| F 2 cated 
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noo The P:imitive Jnffitution. - - & ff 

cated in thoſe Principles, on whoſe pra Þ- 

ctice the ſafety and happineſs of a State. } , 
depends. For taſowein the pure minds'F; 
of Nuth the Seeds of Vertue and Truth, Þ: 
before the-Tares of Vice and Error, and F ,;. 
the Weeds: of the Yorld, have canker'd Ws ; 

and ſpoiled thg-Soil, is by the conſent; Þ. 
of all wiſe men, a point of incompa F 
Table force and moment for the well-or-' 
dering and Government of all kind of Þ 
Societies, and ior making Common: 

wealths ever flouriſhing and happy. For. 
by the means of Catechibng, the#Þ 16. 
Younger fort will be planted and grow: 


: | WG 
up in a'due Conformity and Obedience} lis 
to the Laws in being; which is unden*Þ' 45 


ably a propee expedient to uphold States: Þ 
in the Terms wherein they are, and co.Þ,;- 
free them from the danger of being ſo 'Þ 4. 
eafily obvious to alteration and change. 'Þ a, 
For the Opinions, of what nature ſoe-| 
er, Wherewith we are firſt ſeaſon'd, -are * 
or double - force to any ſecond Perſlwa } gf 
fion and Uſages. And this makes the} ;, 
Spaniſh Nation early and careful in Ca- 
techiling their Children ; by which Me- | ,;, 
thod (ever fince its uſe) they have not” Þ ;, 
Juffer'd the leaſt difturzance and alteration } he 
in Church or Szate. "That ſerious people 
Having largely experſenced the Truth of }  p, 
their own laying : No es .menos impar- 
; tante 


8 -The Phinitive Inftintion, tor 
Prone el ſer de 1a DoFrina que el de Ia Na- 
| turaleza. And in confirmation of this 
remark, it were eaſie to load the Margin 
with a numerous Quotation, and the 
ine with a tedious recital of many ex- 
& cellent Paſſages out of Plato, Ariſtorle, 
Socrates, Seneca, Tacitms,  Apell, and al- 
moſt all the learned Heathen : Plutarch's. 
Education of Children doth abridge 
them all. But we need not go-ſharpen 
4 our Tools with the Philiſtines, ſeeing an 
, Ifraclite can do it better. For Solomon 
: 


” f 
» f 
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is plain, That the way to have Men Re- 
ligious and Honeſt; to be peaceable 
"both in Church and State ; : 15 from their 
4 Childhood to train them up- (che Mar- 
{| gin) to Catechize them, in the Duties 
F that they owe unto- both, Prov. 22,6. 
*'Þ And the Ecclefiaftick and Politick Pa- 
F rents, as well as the Natural, will find 
great ſafety in oblerving the wiſe advice 
of Ben Sirach. Bow down his neck while 
be # young, and beat on the fides 1hile be 

"| s a child; left be wax ſtubborn, and dif+ 


obedient , * and [0 hy. ſorrow to thme 


heart, Ecclul. 39. Bur there needs 
” {| hereof neither uſtracion nor enlarge- 
e ment. And therefore we ſhall. cloſe this 
Xt} . Period with that excellent Spaniard, Sor 
be | tos afetos en la Ninez, como el Veneno, &C. 


Vices in.Youth are as poyſon, which 


EF. 3, if: 
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_ paleneſs it introduceth no Phylick can 
remove. Saavedra, Idea de un prin. pul. 
Chriſt. p. 8, 


Obedience, by a Catholick - agree® 


ment, is the Crown and Pillar,” the 
Glory and Strength of all Government, 
Bur this Obedience can never be firm 
and durable, if ic be not founded in 
Conſcience. For according to thg in- 
formation of this, we ſhall find the ex- 


preſles of the other. And notwithſtand-' 
ing that unparalleld Villanies have been” 
every where acted under the precence: 
of Conſcience, yet this is fo far from ma-'} 
king it reaſonable to negle& and de} 
ride Conſcience,” that it ſhould. engage Þ 
Us by all good means to have it fo: 


regulated and inſtructed, that it may 


be no leſs ſerviceable to Peace and 


Union than it hath been (the pretence) 
to carry on Diſſention and Schiſin. 
' And we need not: doubt but a right 
Conſcience will as powerfully oblige 
to Peace, as an erroneous inſtigate to 
Sedition : And that if Men were once 
fully Catechiſed in the Duties vf the 
Second Table, they would no longer be 


able to refiſt the Ecclefialtick or Secu-, : 


lar Power under the Banner of Con- 
ſcience. 
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'” The Piimitive Inflitution, x03 @ 
be] In the ſecond place, an Unanimous : 
at | uſe of Catechiling the Peopſe in the ſame 
&.} things, will not a little redound to the 

| credit of the Clergy. For by thismeans * 
<& they will teſtifie to the World their Har» 
he' mory and Conſent : That they all teach 
tj ..the ſame things; and are not, as for lack. 
mf hereof ſome imagine, like the Natura-- 
inf liſts two-headed Serpent, pulling con+ 
nf trary ways, but all looking on the fame” 
X-'$ Objects as the Seraphims on the Mercy- 
d-J Sear. | | | 
N. And doubtleſs one end of a Church- 
ce Catechiſm was to preſerve an Unifornr 
a*'F procedure in teaching the Common: 
&F grounds of Religion. - It being requiſite 
&$ and convenient, that they who profeſs: 
0} but one God, one Chriſt, one Baptiſm, 
Y 4 and one Goſpel, ſhould conſent and be. 
dF trained up in one Catechiſm. The in+- 
) convenience ariling from the uſe of di- 
1 | vers, being obſerved by Pope Clemens tlie: 
it | Eighth, cauſed him to have a Catechiſm. 
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© compiled, which, excluſive of all others, 
0 | ſhould þe taught in all thoſe Countries 
C that call themſelves Catholick, Ut ſub- 
[ lat modorum docendi' varietate, uniforme, 
c facilinſq, iſtrgendi idiotas & fimplices de' 
[4.3 rebis fidet exercitium redaatur ; faith the' 
3 Congregatio Refcrmations, which reviſed: 
and approved. it, 
L- *F 4. And: 
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And in the Geneva Liturgy, we find Þ ; 
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their Paſtors imited not only to the ſame 
Catechiſm, but alſo to how much there- 
ol they ſhall teach every Lords day, with- 


out any interpolations of thew own. A 


thing which ought carefully-to: be. pro- 


vided for in our own Church : For if . 


the Clergy be either left co a liberty of 
uſing divers Catechiſms, or to uſe the 


Churches as they pleaſe 3. and | under. a. 


pretence. of the /zgal Inſtruction, take a 
more kcure occation to-inftil into the 


* minds of the unwary people their own 


Opinions and Fancies, they may moſt 
maliciouſly-deceive. the intention of the 
Church, and for feeding, poylon their 
Congregations. They will prove falls: to. 


their truſt, and! moſt perniciouſly con- * 


tradidtthe name they bear. For the Cler- 


FY are Catechiſts . in the moſt important, 
enſe of their Office, and are bound by 


that Title not,to found their own words, 
buc'to eccho.and repeat what the Church 


_ has' Ipoken ; not only the Words and 


Syllables, but the ſenſe and meaning. 
But if the Clergy were never ſo una- 
nimous and diligent both in the inter- 


' pretation and practice of the Catechiſm; 


the benefit thereof will not be fo viſible, 
while there are thoſe who unteach 1n 
private what 15 taught at Church:, Which 

is 
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*Þ is the undermining practice of many of 
| thoſe Petite Schools, wherewith the Na- 
I. tion is ſurcharged and abuſed. 'The molt ' 
F whereof being ſubſervient to no better 


end than to give the 74th an ill ſeaſon- 


F ing as well in the Rudiments of Religion + 


as Grammar. And albeit the redreſling | 
of this miſchief has been-piouſly recom- 


+ mended by the Sovereign Head of this 
- Church, to Per/cns proper for that pur- 


| poſe 3 yet it ts to, be feared-that' the itſue 


will be rather an Encreaſe'. of Licenſes, 

than any Abatement of undue School-Teach- 

ers, contrary to the. 57 and 79, Canons; 
Till rae] wanted Smiths of their own, . 


F they never went to the Philiſtins to. 
'F ſharp 
- F a wafit of Policy than Aﬀection in the : 

F Church, while her own Breaſts are full . 


their Mattocks. It ſeems no les 


to fuffer her Children. to-ſuck fuch Nars 
ſes, as with their Milk will infuſe Di{6- 
bedience againſt her. 

The Jeluites uſually ſay, That they 
never doubt to replant their Religion, : 
where they have once planted a Col- 


| ledge 3 becauſe this being obtained, they 
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will have opportunity to (inſtruct the 
Youth (which is an employment they 
every where labour to engroſs to their 
Society) whereby they fear not but in 
tme to cat out the Fathers Principles with 

0 thc le - 


; 106 The Paimitive Inftitution, 1 
thoſe they ſhall inſtil into the Son. And 
_ the preſent ſtate of Afﬀairs will eafily | 


turn this into no unſeaſonable Alluſion. 


But in the laſt place, the unanimous u-' 
{age of the ſame Church-Catechiſm,and |} 
_ the modd'ling, ordering, and direting | 
all publick  Inſtruions according to | 
this Form of Sound Words, will bring no _. 


_ tels fafety to the People, than Honour to: 


the Clergy. For by this means the peo-": 
ple will be delivered from the fear and” 
peril of hearing contrary Do&rines, and '} 
conſequently be edified and built up in'F 


ſuch an Uniformity both of Belief and 
Manners, as may at once ſecure as well 
their Converſations as Judgments from 


Ungodlineſs and Error ; which yields a } 
fair probability of cloſing our qeelent'} 


breaches, and preventing future. 


And now ſeeing that the welfare of T 


the State, the credit of the Clergy, and 
ſafety of the People do greatly impor- 
tune and ſollicite the practice of Catechi- 


.._ *ſing ; there is nothing on the Clergies 


« Pare that can retard it, but what I ſhould 
'be/loath to name or imagine. Bur if it 


be ſaid in behalf of the Laity, "That Ca-- 


techiſing being a conſtant repetition of 
the ſame thing, will ſo cloy the people, 
that they will grow weary of Gods 

Houſe ; to which we ſee them ſufhici- 


ently . 
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ently backward, . even when- they are. 


| there: entertained with' variety : Then T. 
ſhall only-wiſh all thoſe of che Hol 
ion maturely to conſider, + 


y Fun+ 


1. How low they have ſunk in their» 


: eſteem with the people, fince their Of-- 


fice was ſo much devoted to: pleaſe their. 


humours. 


o 


2: That they ought not ſo munch to re- - 
ſp2& the Peoples Fancies, as proficiency. 
in Religion ; the informing of their judg-- 
ments, and directing their Conſciences, , 


- and not the humouring of their caprices,. 


ought to be their chief aim and travel.- 

2. That they cannot deſerve the:Namse : 
of Guides, who are ruled by thoſe whom 
they ſhould rule : the iſſue whereof will. 


be no better than that of. the blind leads- 
mg, CC. 


4. That if Catechiſing be. a way of ' 
Inſtruction, which will beſt preſerve the. 
Unity and Peace of the. Church; and: 
moſt ſolidly and fecurely advance the. 
edification of. the people ; then there is. 
no need. to be ſollicitous for,any. other: 


ends or intereſts. 


5. And as for the conftant- repetition» 


%and audience of the ſame. Truths neceſ:. 


lary to Salvation (as they are the Con-i 
tents of the Church-Catechiſm) it may. 
be juſtified by chat old ſaying | Nanquars - 


ſate.. 
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Thoſe Leffons' can never be roo much 
taught, which 'can never be too much 


to make the Catechiſm, what indeed it 


though in all the blows of the Hammer 
the act be the ſame, yet there is no ſtroke 
[- tuperfluous, while every one tends to 
- Compleat the Work. We may bring the 
* — Yame quarrel againſt reading Books, and 
hnraring Sermons : for they are but old 


matter in new words ; and if: ftript of 


diſcerne&to be but fo many varied repe- 
titions. 
pretended to be ew, we may ſafely con- 
clude it 1s falſe. 


Congregation with variety, and to- de- 
light and profit all but itching Ears. For 
it wants nothing that is requiſite to de- 
fend us in our Fourney, or to fave us when 
come to our long home. *And thoſe who 
are therein duely. inſtructed, will find 
themſelves ſo ſufficiently guarded, that 


_. RE ''& "os 1 4 0 £ 
: ” . ot 
© 


ſatis docetur,” quod nunquam ſatis diſcitur ';} | 


learned. For repetition in this caſe is Þ 


is, the Words of the Wiſe faſtned like ; 
Nails by the Maſters of Aﬀemblies. And - 


Dreſs. and Diſguiſe, they would eaſily be . 
In Religion, if any thing be. 


\ 6, But to evacuatethe whole ObjeRi- 1 
on, a diligent Catechiſt will find enough. 
in the Church-Catechiſm to entertain his . 


no .Machinations of Herefie or Schiſm 
will be able to batter or undermine . 
them. . 
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{ The Pzimitive Jnlitution. x09 3 
| them. Indeed the diligent ife of Cas t 
techiſing will be its beſt Vindication, and 
4 moſt eftectually anſwer all ObjeRions a- 
s Þ| gainſt it? And without-all. Controver- 
t | fie, there was never a greater neceflity 
'F of enforcing what we now treat of, than 
| the conjuncture wherein we live, For 
' we ſee Satan is let looſe, and lays hard-ar 
| the Souls of Chriſtians; not only by 
ſuch Opinions as diſturb our Peace, but 
would utterly deſtroy our Chriſtianity. 
Infomuch that we have great need to : 
ſpeak to every one, as that famous An- "1 
chorite to his Pillars-upon the approach J 
of an Earth-quake, Stand faſt, for ye ſhall 
be ſbaken : And ſtand faſt we cannot, if 
| we wanta ſure Foundation in Religion ; 
# and this cannot be expected, where it 
is not laid in a full and timely Cate- 
chiſing. 
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CHAP, XIV. 


The Church-Catechiſm to be preferr'd before 
others, for its Authority, Uſefulneſs, Ac- 
compliſhment, Contents, &C, 


Ut if after all that hath been or c1n 

'beaid concernihg the antiquity ard 

benefits - of 'Carechiling in general, 'or 
more . 
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ſity and advantages in. reſpec} of the pre- 


this of Teaching ; yet there is none 
which with thoſe of this Communion ought 
to be of equaleſteem with the Catechiſm 
of the Church, if we conſider, as we 


Accompliſhment, 


thority , the Church: Catechiſm. hath 
no leſs pre-eminence above others,. than 
the Decrees of Councils above the In- 
ſtigations of a private Spirit, For the 
difference betwixt this and Catechiſms 
penn'd by particular perſons, is like that 
between the Laws and Statutes of the 
Kingdom, and the advice and judgment 
of private Subjecs. 

This is not to caſt any imputation or 
diſreſpe& upon thoſe Catechiſms penn'd 
by grave and learned Divines ; which are 


ſtation: blit to ſhew,that the Church-Ca- 
techiſm 


' more particularly in regard of its-neceſ: Þ 


ſent temperament of our own Nation, it |}. 
ſhould bediſputed what Catechifmought |} 
$0 be of publick uſe : I ſhall recurn, firſt, 
that although there are many excellent © 
Catechiſms both in our own and Foreign |} 
Languages, compoſed by private perſons, 'Þ 
] out of the conſideration of the great e-F 
E molument accrewing to the People from 


ought, ics Authority, Uſefulneſs, and. 
And in. the firſt place, as for its - Au-: 


good in themſelves, and uſeful in their - 
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In the next place, by virtue of its 


, 7 Authority, the Church-Catechiſm hath - 


an eſpecial Uſefulneſs, in being the com- 


F mon Teſt by which we may try who 
$ are of, or againſt our Communion. It is 
F likewiſe an excellent Form of Religion, 
- Whereby particular perſons may examine 
their own Opinions and Sentiments, and, 


give an account of their Faith to thoſe 
who would therein either eſtabliſh or fub- 
vert them. 

In the laſt place, the Accompliſhmene 
of the Church-Catechiſm greatly enhaun- 
ſeth its-Commendation. For if its Con- 
tents fall under an upright Review, it 
will merit-noleſs praiſe than thoſe Com- 
poſures, which are ſo exact, that they 
are neither defective nor redundant. For 
alchough ſome have.objeted its deficien- 
Cy, as not taking any notice of the great 
Points of Faith, Juſtification, Sandifica- 
tion, &c. It may hereunto be truly an- 
{wer'd, That theſe Points are rather 
briefly expreſt, than totally omitted ; and 
that it 15 not the omiſſion, but the ſhort 
and Orthodox Exprefiton thereof, which: 
1s the ground of the Exception. But 
it the naturg of a Catechiſm were right- 


ly 
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| techiſm, commands of us a peculiar Ve- 

F neration, by reaſon of its publick Antho- 
4 rity. 
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gainſt the Churches, that ſome things. 
are therein either more darkly or more 


of Docrine were in a- Catechiſm dif: 
cuſs'd at length, it would loſe and for- 
feit its Name. Bur beſides all this, it is 


obvious out of the Church-Carechiſm, 
whoſe. want is objected againſt its com- | 
pleatneſs. And we have no reaſon to 
wonder or repine, that the Church hath 
left ſomething to exercife the labours and 
abilities of her Clergy. 
But to conclude : If we maturely ex- 


in ſuch a natural evenneſs in the Me- 
thod and Stile, and fuch a conſiſtency - 
and ſoundneſs in the Matter, as is not 
in any hike compoſitien eaſily to be ' 
matchte. As for the Introduction, it na- 
turally carries us to all the circumſtances 
of our admiffion into the Church, ſhew- 
ing when, by whom, after what man- 
ner, and by what means. we became 
Chriſtians. Next, it acquaints us with 
the great Priviledges, Benefits and Du- 
ties of Chriſtianity, as alſo-how by ſo- 
lemn Vow we ftand obliged to perform 


the... 


þ- ly weighed, it would be no Objeion a-- | 


ſuccindaly ſet down. For if every point} 


eaſie for a Clerk of ordinary ro and* 
Letters to make all thoſe Points plain and " 


amine the Catechiſm, we ſhall find there- | 


them. . 'The Queſtion is plain and. ſbort ; 
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| the Anſwer full” and pirhby.  wnd: the 
Compilers thereof have manifeſted: a 
ſingular wiſdom and care, in delivering 
the Rule in the feweſt and plaineft 
words. Forif they had-loaden it with 
-  Þ long indicative Periods, they might at 
; {| once have both puzzld the underſtand- 
| Þ ing, -and oppreſled the memory of thoſe 
| F tender Capacities for-whom chiefly it 
was deſigned. 
If welook into the principal Chapters 
, Þ of the Catechiſm, the Church therein 
| has followed the Copy of the beſt and 
 - F ancienteſt Catechilts : For like them, ſhe 
hath- reduced to four;general Heads, all 
FT that is truly neceffary to Salvation. * For 
. AF retrenching what is but artificially 
| neceſſary to acquire the Felicity of ' 
the future ſtate, all. truly neceſſary - 
F thereunto, 1s reduceable, 1. To Faith, 
'or things to be believed, 2. To Obedi- 
ence, or thingsto be done. 3. Ta Pray- 
er, or things to be received. _ 4, To Sa- 
craments, or things to admit- and eſta- 
bliſh us in the Church. 
' As for the things we are to believe, 
"they are ſumm'd. in Twelve Articles, 
{ dearing the Name of the Apoſtles Creed, 
' becauſe it was either of their compoſing, 
| or contains the ſub.2ance of _ all which 
| they taught to be necellary for /ingle Be- 
lief; 
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lief 5 and was colleted by Apoſtolic -* þ 
cal Men, out of their Writings, into. 


this Form or Breviary that we now 
profeſs. 


As for Obedience, the Decalogue i. | 


its Rule and Objet, which compriſeth 
a pure draught of practical Duties. 


* Prayer, which makes another Head || 


of the Catechiſm, is an Auxiliary to the 


two former 3 for unlefs we beg and ob+ * 


tain the Divine Afiſtance, we can net 
ther believe nor obey as we ought. — 


Rnow thu, that thou art not able to do theſe | 


things of thy ſelf, nor to walk im the Com- 


mandments of God without his ſpecial Grace, ||. 


which thou muſt learn at all times to call for | 
by diligent Prayer. And the moſt abfolute' 
Form and Pattern of this Duty, 1s that} 
which Chriſt colleted when he reform- 
ed their Euchologus, out of the Traditions 


of the Elders, and recommended to his 


Church, and which bears his Name, The 
Lords Prayer, 


The Sacraments are the fourth: Head 


of Catechiſm, which God ordained '1n 


compliance with Mans infirmities and 


weakneſs, - For being: that thoſe. things ' 


which concern the Endleſs Welfare of the 
Rational Soul, are lik>.it ſelf of Spiritual 


and Divine Nature, Jifa therefore not ea- 


| ily to. be comprehended by thoſe who 


have'} 
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+ have their Underſtanding limited by 
| their Senſes; ir pleaſed God to appoint 
{ certain Holy Rites called Sacraments ; 
| which by outward and viſible Signs re- 


preſent unto us that inward and Spiritu- 
al Grace which he beftows upon us; and 
which are alſo means whereby we are 
partakers of that Grace, and Pledges to 
aſſure us of that participation. 


—Y 


C AP. AV. 


An Account of ſome Objedions uſually brought 
ap ainſt the Church-Catechiſm. 


2 E7 hath been generally obſerved, That 


Zeal, if it bs not ſoberly governed 


when it ſtriveth againſt any thing, that 


either in reality or but appearance, op- 
poſleth Religion, doth uſually proceed 
with ſo-great impetuouſneſs, that Reli- 
g10N it felf 1s in danger. And as it not 
ſeldom falls out, That an over-eager de- 
fire to pluck up Weeds, doth hazard the 
extirpation of the good Grain ; ſo a fi- 


8 niſter zeal againſt what is Superſtitious, 


or but ſo pretended to be, doth often put 
both the Truth and Practice of Religi- 
on into ſuſpence and debate. And al: 
though this is an Obſeryation which 

might 
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_ might be eaſily atteſted through all the. 1 : 
Periods of the Church, yet we need not . | 


look-fo far:back for Teſtimony thereof, 


it we revolve what has happened among - | 


- out ſelves within the Annals of our: Me- 


 mory. For we have ſeen the malice of the . 


Detra#ing Spirit of Faction and Sedition 
expoling every Inſtitute of the Church 


to contradiction and reproach ; account- | 


1ng it Argument enough to abandon e- 


very thing- uſed by the Church, on: : 


which there could any way be fa- 


iten'd the odious Names of Popiſh and- | 


Superſtitions. | 


And though this might be exemplified - | 


through the whole Body of the Churches 


Liturgy, yet the prefent Theme obliges. | 
me to remark only ſuch Cavils as with *Þ - 
greater ſpeciouſneſs are bronght againſt "} 


the Catechiſm. For as for other Ex: 
ceptions, the ſmalneſs of their impor- 
tance renders very needleſs to return 
them any ſolid anſwer. 

Now the firſt thing obje@ed againſt 
the Catechiſm; reſpes irs two firſt Que- 
ſtions, which are traduCed as ſuperfluous 
and trifling, as being to no more pur- 
'Poſe, than to ask- what we wigs already, 
and to be informed of that which we 
perfealy underitood before : Seling that 
uſually falls our, that the Carechilt 1s 


well 
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| well acquainted with the Catechumens 
-Þ Name, and all the circumlitances of its 


» A068 


- | impoſition. Now ſeeing that Catechiſm 
| is pretended to be an Abridgement, and 
” | that all know how ic is the proper 
| Duty of Abridgements to leave out no» 
, | thing neceſſary, and-to take nothing un- 
\ neceſlary- in 3 the Church-Catechiſm” will 
\ | be far from deſerving the Name of aft 
- . Abridgement, if its very entrance, or a- 
| ny thing therein be Trivial and 'Re- 
| | dundant. 

. Biit this Obje&ion will appear of 
1 | ſmall force and importance, when it is 


conſidered, that the Church in her Ca- 
| techiſm obſerves the Method which is 
;Þ# natural to Diſcourſes fram'd by Queſtion 
o {| and Anſwer; whoſe entrance is ever 
z | ſome familiar Interregative agreeable to 
+ | the matter which is' to be diſcourſed. 
And ſeeing that the Church in her Ca- 
 ÞF cechiſm deſigned to inſtruct the' igno- 
, rant and younger ſort the Principles of 

that Religion which they profeſs, it was 


} very proper to. begin her Inſtruction 
with an enquiry for that Name in 
s #F which chey firit undertook that Pro- 
2 teflon. 

', And in this re{pe& our-publick Cate- 


+ Þ} chiſm is more appoſite and genuine, than 
+ | either the Roman Catechiſm eſtabliſhed by 
os Pope 
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118 The Pzimitive Inftitution, 'Þ 
Pope Clement the Eighth, or that of Ge- Þ 
zeva annexed to their Liturgy : for af Þ} 


| with, Quelle eſt Ia Principale fin de la Vie | 
Onmaine e | v 


But the entrance of our Church-Cax- 


techiſm will be further vindicated from 


the imputation of lewity or ſuper fluonſneſs, 
when it 1s rightly conſidered, That it 
doth 'naturally guide the Catechiſed to 
the knowledge of what moſt near- 


ly imports him ': For (as *twere by the 


hand) it gently carries him to all the 
concerning circumſtances of his admil- 


Hon into the Church ; by whom ; at 
what time; and after what manner, he _ 


was made a Member of Chriſt, or-re-. 
ceived into the Congregation of his 
Flock, and had a Right conferr'd upon 
him to partake of all the Promiſes and 
Priviledges of the New Covenant. Bap- 
tiſm being an inwguration into that Re- 

ligious Society which Chriſt founded. 
And as we read that the People of 
God have from the beginning had names 
of ſpecial ſignification (as Adam, Chava, 
Abram, &Cc.) whereby they were put in 
mind of ſome ſignal mark of Gods Pro- 
vidence- toward them, and of their 
bounden duty of - being piouſly hone 
ul : 


,_ 
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-- Þ ful; So the Catechiſed, when he is de- | 
» {| manded the Name in which he became 
fa Chriſtian, it minds him of his-obliga- 
| tion: 1. To depart from Iniquity, and 
| thereby to walk worthy of that Name 
| by which he is called. 2. To perform 
. |} what in that Name he vowed and pro- 
, | miſed. 3. To examine his proficiency 
| in that Religion into which by this 
| name he was firit initiate. 4. 'To ex- 
; {| preſs a thankful remembrance of Chrilts 
ſingular favour,that he fo far condeſcend- 
ed, as to call him after his own. Name. 
But the Catechumen may upon ano- 
| ther account be firſt called upon for his 
name, becauſe it is the badge and cogni- 
» | zZancgof that Holy Religion in which 
he is to be inſtructed, and of which © 
he muſt give an accouns both to God 


5 | 

\ | and his Church, now and at®the laſt. 
| | And ſuperſeding all. other Reaſons, thoſe 

J that have been thus briefly intimated, 


. | may (atleaſt) affiſt coclear the firſtque- 
ftion and anſwer of the Catechiſm from 


f the guilt of Trivialneſs, Vanity and Im- 
; pertinency. | 
; As to what'is objeRted againſt the Se- 
1 cond queſtion and anſwer, it will be 
. ſufficient to reply, That our Church 
: therein is conformable to the Primitive. 
A For Tertullias (a Father of the Third 
| age) 
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age) ſaith: poſitively, That it ' was 'the-* 
cuſtom ot the'Church in histime, toad: Þ 
mit rione tothe benefit of the Scriptures, ÞÞ 
of to + y Hhitpentation concerning facred | 
and d: ne things, or to the ſcanning and ÞF. 
examination of particular Queſtions of F 


Religion, who could'not firſt give a clear 


account of all material circumſtances F 
of. their Reception - into the Ark of 


Chrift's Church. By whom, at what 


time, and after what manner they were: | 
received (which are the Ingredients of } 
the ſecond anſwer in the Church-Catgs |} 


chiſm) and whether they did ſtedfaſtly 
believe: and :maintain all thoſe general 


Principles, wherein there ever was an- 
univerſal- an unanimous agreement a-_ | 


mong all Chriſtians. And thoſe who F 


could -not giv&an account thereof, were 


looked tpon as ſuch who had no right - 


to the Communion of Chriſt's Church, 
and the Priviledges of his Kingdom: 
This Teftimony of the Churches practice 
is to be ſeen in Tertullian's Preſc. adver|. 
Heretic. * A piece which was written by 
him, as I conceive, before the provoca- 
tions of the Roman Clergy tempted him 
to turnia Montaniſt, and to be led away: 
; with the Enthuſiaftick deluſions of that 
Set. Helived in the third age, and was 
ſo high in the efteeem of the n_ 
an 
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he AY Infithtii, Fe 


AP modeſt St. Cypriay, that he ſttally 
| called Hin his Maſter. Hierom: in Cat: 

{Seri Ecelaſy Abraham Buchol. Chro- 2 
I \ The impoſition of the Name«be ne 2” 2 
| confinedeoche preciſe time'of Baptiſts? 2 
I. by ſome lo6ked upon-as art intpertinent «5 
| Ripor, and taſting highly of Sup eſt - © 
on. Blit they'wonld be of ative mind; 4 
if withoutprejudice they/ world Hare'fe. 
coarſe't® the U/ei of thee Clinch! which 
| hath always given Names £0 hf! OH. 
] dronſhe admitre® into hor FelloWfhip;at 
| the prniftadl time of thefts: ani 
Arid this will be plainly: eſeerticy; Fee 
look' back unto” Circameiſidh! (the het 
| CharaQeriſtical''Szcrathehr'Y- for” from 
the time'of-its Inftiration;" to rHet* of 
irs' legal aboliſtiment, :'the | Male Teveil 
* | ve@ his name at-rthe CSlebjation of tht 
” truly primitive Inidatory, 7! 221 029 
- Nor doth it any way evaciat this'Aff 
g fortion; that we read'of ſome who had 
Y 


| names before they were circumeifed/(at- Ds 

J ter that admiſfory Rite was appointed) wt 
as Benom, Gerſhom, and the $'+. 

4 Ifraelites born in the Wil Goeni35.1 $.< = 

7,  Jderneſs; whom we may x 2.%& WM 

©  Ifippoſe not to have want- 

ed Names, as they did Joth: '5: 2. 

; | Circumciſion.But as touch: 

G in 
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+422 The Painitive Znftirntions =} 
: ing the Example of: Benonj; it affords lit: © Þ di 
* , tle of Objection, ſeeing that at Circum- Þ ai 
: cition his Name was . changed. And=F ti 
> . What happen'd concerning Gerſhow, it. 
= was a5 the inſtance of the Ifraelites' in F. of 
* © the Deſart, in-this caſe not at all argu- Þ Pe 
niencative, becauſe it was extraordinary, | bl 
and'when neceſlity; forced-chem to. di- | C 
ipence with - Law. ' 'So*that- notwith. | ty 
Itanding all this, we may conclude that | {ti 
Circumciſion was the uſual tirne. for the Þ| ſo! 
impoſition.of Names. -.- And.the like cu+ F ou 
ſtom, has. always been; obſerved at Chris } cif 
fan; Baptiſm the, Church thinking, it | Of 
"moſt gonvenient that the Baptiſed ſhould Þ Ba 
at the-lame'time receive his Chriſtian Þ Cc 
Name, whereat he became a Chriſtian. : Þ oz 
.-; But: that for which the- Church ſeems Þ at- 
leaſt accountable, and which -makes the" Þ the 
greateſt noiſe ,;- 'and- which::is- objeced Þ per 
with the faireſt plauſibility, is that- which Þ the 
concerns Sureties in Baptiſm, whoſe Of- Þ chil 
fice is decrid as unwarrantable; becauſe Þ has 
they undertake what they- cannot dif: | this 
charge. And the very name (of Gad- Þ mo 
==. fathers and Godmothers) is ſpoken a: I ties 
= gainſt,. as a prophanation of the moſt F coll 
Holy | Name, - being a Tranſgreſlion Þ ted. 
of the Third. Commandment, And Þ Lu# 
this 15 an Objection which cannot Þ 
be Fetter affoiled ;- than by laying. 
e1 7 hy down 


Wt. 
—_— #4 
a 5 
<< . Fe 
23s ;_ 
Ll _— 
5-688 
*4 
hs: 


fi! 


I TIRNAI an 
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"> down. a'clear Scheme'of -the Antiquity 
F and Reafonableneſs of Sureties itt Bap-- 
by Van. £13175) 962 5. 05 03 MOTT 29g es 
> And inthe firſt-place the antiquity 
4. of Sureties, at and for the reception -of * _ 
"F Perſons into: the Church, is indiſpata- #3 
| ble.! 'For- if 'we look into the Jewiſh. "2 
. | Churchwhen'ſhe-was'in her beſt Purt- Y 
. | ty; weſhalltind;: that ever fince the if- A 
t | ſtitution-of. Circumciſion 'there'were'ſtill 
s | ſome appointed'to be preſent, and hold 
+ F out the Male ca the Adobe} tobe circum-. 
is | ciled; 'iAnd: the perſon: allotted for this 
it | Office; [was ſoinzpecial> Friend of the- 
d |} Bathers,: who! is:calted the Maſter of the 
n | Covenant Xbuouſually in Latin, Imtiati- 
Kr onss-' Arbiter, Suſceptor , Compater,) who: 
ns | at+ the Door of the 'Synagogue receives 
he- | the child from: the-' women, who are 
ed | permitted {to 'go-tyrther 3 and -entring 
ch || the Synagogue; the Suſcepror holds: the- 
Jf- | child 'cill-ths'i Hammobel, Circumciſer, 
afe | has 'taken'away'the Foreskin. And how 
lif. {| this. cuſtom was primitively obſerved -a- 
od- |} mong the Jews, and in point of Sure- 
- a: || ties derived to the: Chriſtians, may be 
zoft |} colle&ed from what ' Junius has intima- 
ion | ted- upon E/ay-S,. compared with Saine' 
\nd | Luke 1. from the 55 to the 60 Verſe. 
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ing. it: was in the powbr of-the latter'to 


retain-any-- Rite'of. the former that was- Þ 


_ apparetitly decent, fifnificant,, and edi- 
tying. For if every thing uſed; by the 
Jew, wete-to. be rejected: by: the Chriſti] 


ah UN moſt of-our Religiot: tmnuſt be: F 
altout of doors. For it was-not the | 
defign of our great Law-giver to aboliſh* | 
Judaiſm, but to' amend, ſupply, and 
heighten it. Beſides, wefind not that thoſe: : 
who were, or] are the-greatelt Impiig-! - 
ners, and moſt impetuous] qrlndayers of. 
it upaie the) Þ| 


Sareties in Baptiſm, eveg.di 
account that-it was a: Rag of Judaiſm. 


But:how dark and queſtionable this | 


cuſtom may feem to ſome in' its deriva- 


_ tiot-and pedigree, yet its::ptactice is: - 


clearly to-be found in' the firib times of: 
Chriſtianity. As'they muſt needs:know! 
who' have obſerved how frequently 
evTixvo and *Arddyu Occur in the Greek 
Fathers; and S#/ceptores, Sponſores, and 
Fide juſſores, inthe Fatity And how itn 


both;. the words. fignifie and' refer to 
Undertakers at | Baptiſt... Platina: at 
cribes the- Inſtitution. hereof unto Hy- 
gin, who, faith he, ordain'd, that at the 
kaſt one Patrimus or Matria ſhould be 

pre- 


. Now: /this!,cuſtom-. of | Surcties: iy, *Þ . 
the. Jewiſh Churth , neet}.not.. av all. 
reflet upon the like in the Chriſtian. Be: F 
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4 at at Vaptiſhn, and-there hold the 
4 1 j f ay till he was- haptided. Parrimes 
« Fromp Motiions# ae | old Wands, : which 
-by new impgſirian denoted thoſe. who 
| : undertook for the: Vertyous Rog. Eaqus 
_ } education ofiche Baptifed.”!; 
k Now if -it be. granced, that Hg: Bi- 
' | ſhop of Rowe (was: the Author.of Godfe- 
+ | thers andGodmathers, then this:cyſtom 
" | is of an-uncontroviable ancientnels ; for 
W | oHygmlived in ahe Second: Age, and was 
\ | «Martyr inzhe 144] af, Salvation. And 
” |} 5t 5 genacally granted, that '#his god 
I { - Biſhop took accalion from thoſe Perie- 
' | :eutions which avere: heavy upon the 
| Church, to:apPAINt QUeRties in Baptitm. 
 F That in Cafethe Paemts.hould all into 
th. violent neftraine, baniſhment, or death, 
- | there mightbe lome totake care.gft: cheir 
_ehitdrens:infiruRian io the4ruth of that 
- Religion ante whickh;they were initiate. 
But whatexer was the firſt ocgaſi- 
7 | -on'or:graund ;of this Suratiſhip,' we are 
'q | -£<fain-that for irs great -Ganding -in 
the 'Ghutrcb, -2t ;may-take place among 
wt thole Primitive Rites, which were in 
{ | All. deſcending Ages to be 5aained. 
| And-his will appear from 'the weny 
Nature and of the--thing'4t 
Do _. And a £uſiom.or Law; 'thongh 
it  cagvat 'be _— » yet it may :fafe- 
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Now. the neareſt Method- to: prove 'F 
the' reaſonableneſs of ' this {cuſtom 'Vof } 
Baptiſmal Sureties' is' to examine- both J 
what they do for the -Child at the in- 
 ſtans of his Baptiſm, and what they'un- 'Þ 


dertake for him: for the future! | 


And as to what the Sureties do for * 
the Child at the time he receives this Sa- } 
crament3” Platina tells us, that was:no | 
more than to hold ic in'their arms tilbit * 
was baptiſed, and to give it a name ac- 
cording, or at leaſt not contrary. to:the | 
Parents Dire&ions. ' And this is a thing Y 


x26 "The Phiniitivo'Wniititln;— | 
ly be ſuppoſed to: be as old as its chief} 
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fo harmleſs, 'that none can; have any. 


colour to quarrel of reject it. 


 And-as for what the Sureties:under- Þ 


take in the childs ftead tor the furure, 


it can merit no juſt reprehenſion; ſeeing | 
itisno more than to be careful that the F 
child be yertuouſly brought up to-lead 


'a Godly. and a Chriſtian Life,” and':be 
'raughe ſuch 'things as' are neceſſary to 
the attainment of Ecernal -Happinels : 
according. to the Exhortation- of the 
Office of Publick Baptifm.- And to-the 
end that this might not be over-bur- 
- thenſom- to the 'Sureties , [the Church 
provides that her Curates: ſhall:diligent- 
'Iy teach whom ſhe has baptiſed z ant 
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| The Pizimicive Juffittitfon; 125 | 
| © fo toinſtru& thetn; that they may befit 
4 for confirmation, At which. time'the 
Sureties are diſcharged of their Bands, 
becauſe at Confirmation the Baptifſed 
antiwer and - undertake in their. -own 
Names, what their Sureties have done in 
their ſtead. BO. | "hn 

-- But it may ſtill be replied, That the 
Parents are fitteſt to engage for their 
Children, and that ſo - weighty a con- 
cernment ought-not to be transferr'd 


it unto Strangers. I muſt confeſs, this 
> | was once my own Perfwafion ; out of 
e | which I could not argue my felf, cill L 


g | conſider'd : 1. That by the Law both 
y.4 of God and Nature; Parents are obliged 
"F <0 inſtru their children in the* things 
j- | of God; and therefore* need not 'to 
e, enter into Bonds. © '2; That Parents may 
o | die before their Children arrive to a ca- 
2 | Pacity of being inſkructed'; or they may 


d be ignorant and unable, or negligent and 
” careleſs to inftru& them. 3. :That'the 
o |. Parents may be corrupted with-Schitm 


: and Hereſie, and by reaſon thereof 'be 
he | altogether unfit to perforih tliis Office. 
ze | And indeed, if we refle& upon the tem- 


x- perament of the 'Age- we -live/ in, the 
þ Church 'may' ſeem never'to have had 
it- _.more'need of Sureties for'their Orthodok 


1nſ{trudtion;whomſhetakes into her Com- 
#1z5 G 4. munion. 
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Taate with OFT anious Opinians,. that F 


none are more improper to engape:for 'T 
che, regular” Catechi/mr of their children | 11 


than themſlyes. | And if 'there were | v9 
none of theſe Reaſons herein. argumen- | 00: 
rative, yet the thing it ſelf is of 46 great - | <a 
1mportance, that the: Church hath ever | Kt 
thought:it inſecure to have nane bound © We 
bur the Parents. \And- there are, who |} *' 
upon ao contemptible account, eſteem |} 2 


it very incongruous; that thoſe ſhould } «h 
preſent .the-Child to -be waſht.of thac - } 'w! 
pollution which it derived from them. |} 4n 


And upon this Tore jt might be, that 
the Father was wont nat to be admitted | 
tobe preſent attheBaptiſm ofhis Child, 
but. Kood at. che Qburch-door while Þ 4 
#ho. # Infant” was ' carried 0 and bapti- | 
Ze 

Zanobins, ko was well read in-the | * 
Writings'of the ancient Fathers of the | 
Churgh , ſpeaking of - this cuttom -of } B 
Godfathers, and . -Godmothers .in - his al 
Commentariss upon the Epbeſians , ab } ® 
laces pf tits antiguity. z. that it appoſerh 5 
no period. of Haly Writ ; that it is an P 
Effe&: of the Pareats love and «care to | 55 
thair- childsen thus to make. all poſlible 1 
PrDifion, tor their Religiaus Inſticuion : 
"Chat ic is beneficial ifor -the Jnfant 2 
cals 
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+ | caſe of:theParents death, ' and an dfli-- 
| Ranceto the Parents if-thoy tive That - 
| it is'a- means to beget':and increaſe - 
| mutual kindneſs among Neighbours 
7} becauſe hereby a ſpiritual alliance is - 
| contracted , which may greatly -cort - 
FF quge to che ipropagation and main- 
tenange - of - Chriſtian charity. - And - 
T we'imay add ito .all ivhis, that> not a - 
7} f&w cchildren would incvirably be -Ue-- 
4 barred of Holy Baptiſm, if none but” 
1 *heir Parents -could be admitted there- - 
 F 'unto-to-preſent them, and to ftipulate-- 
'F in thei®Names, I 
2 © Bur it is in; the next -phace frengly- 
= objetted againft:what 4s vowed by-the - 
"F Sureties in behalf of «he Baptized, as - 
7 allo that it'looks very -commary ito the-- 
3 Nature of a Vow for -one to make tin ” 
'F behalf of another. And there mot to-- 
7 meddle with-the | Nature of Vows in-- 
- (General , nor particularly af that af 
1 Baptiſm ; it may dufficiently evacuate * 
* all Soruples,, plainly ito confider,: that © 
NO. More -is..done in this Bapriſmal - 
Saretiſhip, than is -both "done and ap- 
proved in Secular affairs, in which -t = 
3s aNowed, that [Infants act: by their - 
"Tutors , Proxies and Guardians ; antl : 
that. too in matters 'of . no ſmaller-- 
Soncernment- than Eſpouſals:and-E- - 
G.5- ſtates;-, 
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perform what - is | undertaken in; their 


allo. been ever [thought both juſt and 


they - are inſufficient. And. we may 


inſufficient Debtor. 


may. be thus ſtated. At 


place ; 'They repreſent his Voice, and 


be ſeen in the demands and anſwers 
in the adminiſtration of Publick Bap- 


Church. | And the Infant engageth 
. under this Perſfonation, That when he 
comes to years, he will perform the 
Vow and Promiſe thus made by his 
| Subſtitutes: He and they being by 
inter- 


: _ IP 4 +LIM - 
ſtates; and-at a. time when they  Þ 5 
are | 'a5:,uncapable -to-underſtand; and | 


Names ,- as here-at Baptiſm. Tt has. 1 


eaſonable, for- debtors to procure-0- 4 | 
thers. to. be, bound with them for pay- Þ 
ment of that for , which at preſent - 


lafely; ſuppoſe . that God will be. as 

merciful in ſach caſes. as- our ſelves; 'J 
and that he will as readily accept of | 
Sureties for the Chriſtian Education } 
of an Innocent Infant, as we for an } 


But for -a more evident comprehien- } 
fon” of the whole caſe, I conceive-it Þ - 
the Font | 
:when- the Infant is brought to Holy 'ÞF - 
Baptiſm, the Sureties put. on. his Per- 
1on, and ſubſtitute themſelves into his | 


anſwer in his ſtead. [All which is to. | 


tiiſm of Infants to. be uſed in the 


kuþpy >. 


= A ©. 2. 


| interpretation; but as one. 


perſon's: and 


| therefore-che Infant,” when” grown up, 
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4 55%as much bound to. diſcharge!? what 


at Baptiſm was promiſed -in* his 


Name; as if he: had: done it himſelf. 


Now by- this- Subſtitution the! Sureties 


4 perform a great a& of Charity :©for 
they do'thar-for the child; which” by. 
no: means ke could. do for ' himfelt;. 


for they/'get him an early intereſt in 


the priviledges of Chriſtianity, which 
| in- the ordinary way - of © procedure, 


cannot be had without Baptiſnr:. and 


this cannot be had | without ' making 


the: Vow thereof; ” and it is- impoſlible. 
for the Infarit tro make this Vow, : but 
"by" its Proxies ; who eblige themſelves. 


'no further, than to fee that the Infant 
'be taught ſo ſoon as: be ſhall be able #0 


-F learn, what a Solemn Vow, Promiſe, and” 


-Profeſſion: be has made by bis Subſtitutes, or 
Sureries. 


And by- this ſhort acconnt of what” 
the Godfathers and Godmothers 'do- 
tor the Infant in” Baptiſm , it is- 


' <eaſie+ to apprehend ;. that 'none need 


withdraw trom this Pjous Work;- for 
the ſuppoſed - Difffenky of ' its; | Dit- 


"charges And therefore: thoſt who» 


rightly. underſtand. this Suretiſhipp. and: 
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_ Fat refule it; they:may 'be thought ras | 
ther to-want Charity than Power ;zand | 
that they are unwilling, andnot.unable. | 
toiperformir. | "_ - 
| Nor'doth:it.lefsreflet upon thew:de- | 
Portment, who :turn this pious\Cuſtogs 'Þ 
4nto: an idle Ceremony, :by pri ''1] 
devolving upon:the !Parents, what they | 
-puablickly undettook:far their | children';; | 
Wwhigh-dothat onaerfruftrate and contra- 
b&&-:the -intendment of the Qhurch,, } 
and delude the Congregation of God's: 
people. . 4 

Butiit may:be further obje&ed, That |} 

#be'Vow of Baptiſm bemg made by -o- } 

ithers, renders the:Perfardiance and Qb- | 

Aervation thereof by the Child; a:thing: | 

of conſtraint, and not of eledtion': far» 

the baptized, when-grown up, doth not: 


and allows.of -what was at Baptiſm pro- 
miſed in his behalf, not our of -willing- 'F 
neſs but pre-engagement ; all which is 
- Oppoſite to the genuine Nature 'of a 
Vow. 
And in Anſwer ;to this \Qbje&ion, it 
will be convenient to abſerve, That'ithe: 
- Yow and Promiſe made by Sureties -1n * 
\Baptifm is not abſolute 3 for in an.abſo- 
late ſenſe, nv man can-undertake for 
another. But the Vow is pond IRE 
| and 


*. 
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tallowchis own. choice, but his Sureties.z; FF 
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T1 and the Child + ag come > tO-AIPs muſt 
'} <icher-own it, qr forfeic the; benefits-of 
- | Baptiſm. And as thoſe, who. are marci- 
4 &d, being Minas, whencome FOMAtULE: 
- | Fears, may.chuſe-whether the N 
\ Þ. ſhall be iba or reſcinded : So it isan- 
' } he -powerof the Baptized at years of: | 


- F diſcretion, toacknowledge or re 
; | the Vow of Baptiſm: I he allow .of, 
and ;conſent to: what at 
. was vowed-:in his Name (which 1s ill 
- | ſuppoſed at-the- making of the Vow, )- 
$ then he is bound actually to believeand 
-F Qoit. But if he diſclaimit. (Gwhioh 15: 
$ -in his power) then he diſowns all. Inte- 
reſt and Priviledge in Chrift, with. all 
$ the benefits of that Society into: which 
-—# by Baptiſm he became jincorporate..- 
FF The Catechiſm teacheth us our of the 
'F Creed, to believe, Thar God the San 
3 bath redeemed all mankind 5 whach- 
- | -cannotbe true (fay many). becaude he 
JS died onlyfor thetEle&, But they-would 
have no reaſon to impugn the Churghes - 
$ Doctrine in this particular, 
t | if. thole Scriptures were Eqckrh. (23,326 
> | impartially conſidered by S. J0Þ. 3. 16. 
} P7 


them, whereon this Poſitt- 458 Re 
on is founded. A few of x Tim. 4.10. 
which are here barely quo- S. Fob. 1. 7. 
ted jin the Margin , ot 2% #*: 3: % 


par: 
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The Pzimicſve Julkicutionf; | 
purpoſe. to ſhew' the ' ground of the || - 
'Chneches DoEtine, / and to guide' thoſe ' | 
to the Topicks of their 'confutativn, who © 
gainſay this, I believe in God the' Son, wha | 
Tit redeemed me 


| and all mankind. That 
his death was both ſufficient: and inten- 
tional to ſave all mankind, but is effe&u-. | 
al and efficacious for none but 7rue- Belje- | C 
vers, 15a diſtintion which being wiſely Þ ' 
and ſfoberly underſtood, would remove - 
that claſhing, which ſome fancy there is, - 
'betwixt the Catechiſm and: the Seven- Þ 
teenth Article of the Church. 1 
Many other Scruples brought againſt Þ -- 
this excellent Catechiſm, are purpoſely '6-- Þ| - al 
- mitted; becauſe they will eaſily be obvi- |} N 
-ated in its (intended) Expotition. - Be- | T< 
ſides, I have bound my felf to obſerve # A 
' the Laws of an Eſſay 3- which I muſt un- # © 
' avoidably violate, if I ſkould venture up- | : ſo 
on all ſach Enlargements as the Subjet } © 
would naturally endure. I had rather | Þ: 
de cenſured for having ſaid too little than et 


* too much, tf 
- Sc 
Dems dedit his quoq; finem.. CC 
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T/H-Bor of 7 ciuegy 


CONC LUS LON. 


E have hitherto examin'd- the 
Age and Advantages of. Cate- 
-- 7 Cchiſing, and -found it to ſtand 


\ aboye the imputation of being; .cicher 


* 


| Noyel or Superfluous., So that the only 
' remaining Enquiry concerns its Practice. 
And this will exa& no long diſquiſition, 
$ ſecing every Station of men are therein 

$ ſo perfuntory and negligent. Now,as in 


a common Contagion, no leſs care muſt 
be had of the ſound than infirm ; and 
the cure of ſingle perſons is required to 
the removal of the Epidemical Dilcaſe : 
So remiſsneſs in Catechifing being be- 
come a common Malady, it behoves e- 
very one to look after amendment, to 
the end that the Church may be healed 
of all thoſe Diſtempers faln upon her 
through lack of Catechiſing, and. which, 
if not prevented with a timely interpov- 
tion 
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WY Sorool” will effect that 3oltan-Þ 1 


&ion which they « threaten and | Progno- - ph 
Ricate. | Fc 


And if we look into the perſons who | 7 i 
are capable herein to be delinquent, Þ xic 
they may be reduqed: gither to ſuch -as Þ or 
the Church has ordained to admini- Þ# w: 
ſer, or. recoivethis Sovereign Medicine. | to 
The former arethe Clergy inthewhole - | wl 
denomination 3 for he among them 'ÞF im 
; who excepts, deceives both himfelf and $ th 
I he Church. And notwithſtanding that F ha 
E the Clergy in Sacred. Writ, bear divers | | ke 
- appellations , importing che Di gnity, | th; 
/Power, Holineſs, Excellency*, Gare, F Fr 
\Tenderneſ; , Dilorevion; and” Incack © Fr 
-munity-of cheir Funftions ; yer there is # [: 
mo Title wherein they are more -c@n-Þ . we 
cerned than that-of :Catechift. For it * ſhi 
doth (firſt) more immediately relate-to | bu 
that Errand on . which from:the begin- Þ ev. 
ning they were 1ont into-the world —— | de 
Goteach, '&c. And-next, untothe:want þi 

and ſupply of thoſe over whom God * 
-hath made them Overizers. And while: Fo 
they own themfelves. to be the Churches F_, ; 
Minifters, they fhonld take care to Þ thi 
lerve her in her own way. For ſince Þ lay 
that was left for paths of their own, || cr 
and more oyl and labour has been ſpent Fan 
am arguing, than an teaching the We {We 
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"7 ples of Chriſtianity, -it1is. fadly viſible _ | 
| how Religion. has chriven among 1s. ®. 


'} Forifrom-endeavouring to-ſuppert\Chri- - 
| ianiry with Buttrefles of our own, -Gap- 
> | tious and-malitious Enemies take-ogcali- 
3 | on to conclude that it cannot .ſtand 
- | withoutthem. The ſuperſtrucQure ſeems 
| to be the proper matter of -our care, 
-F where we believe the Ground: work lies 
4 immoveable, | And bleſſed berthe Ay- 
4 thor and Finiſher of our Faith, : that;he 
t | has foundedit upon a Rock ; and ma- 
S | keth ic ſo ſtrong, that the Gates of-Hell,. 
4 the ſtrength and ſubtilty of her greateſt 
'F Enemies can never- be able to-prevail a- 
- | gainkt it. Were we to deal with open 
' Aocfackes of the Faith ( Jex, Jpker 
- wean, Pages) the Ancient Fathers have- 
F ſhewnus an'excellent way of procedure; 
"# butthaving to do with Profeſlors, whoſe 
| evil manners have corrupted their-Un- 
| deritanding, nor the proving of the.ve- 
it} rity of the Chriſtian Religion, but the 
dF enforcementof .its Praftice, ſeemsto \be 
G7 the-only neceffary preſcription. **, 
es |. But without being decilive, .or {tinting 
0 | the ſpirit of any man, I hope it may be 
2 | lawful to wiſh that the-Clergy (out of a 
n, | true ſenſe of what-they. are -enjoyn'd. 
\Þ and-boundto obey, by the5914:Ganon): 
4} waulg return tothe,good.ofd. ay of -Gar 
. techuſing : 
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:.; "MgP - The Condluti, 6 | 
techiinp: for ſince this was ſhoulder | 


otit by Sermoning, the people have been |. 
poſleiſed with ſratip © Whimſies in Relt An 
gion,” and Nrtled' on by the Spirit * | E's: 
Schilm-and Sedition into all manner of 


Villanies. n 
A learned and pious Biſhop of this b 
Church doth (as I am told) /in his own 
 Perfon'and Cathedral perform this OF” | 
fice. © A few fſach leading Fxanipl% +: 
would ſoon raiſe the ſunk Eſteem of Ca} k 
techiling, and vindicate it from being # y 
thought a Drudgery fit only for children” þ 
and Curates. And I humbly conje-'F «© 
&ure, that there is no Clergy-man 'F 'e 
need think it any feflening of his Great» 
eſs and+ Learning; to be Teen teaching | 
Gods People aftzrth e manner of the | [2 
| Apoſtles and Primitive Bifhops.” © '' 
Our Anceſtors (who knew Cmething)þ '# 
as well as we) were not ignorant of the 
neceflity and benefit of what is now moſt JF 
affectionately recommended; whenQueeh þ 
Elizabeth made it her 44h ' Injun&tion, 
and King Fame: hiscommand, Thar af | 
ternoon-Le&ures ſhould be convertedin-. 
to Explanations of fome neceſſary Rudr 
ments of the Catechiſm 3 out of a pru- 
dent: fore-ſight that: this would be more Þ .. 
advantageous to the People, than ſome'ew |} * 
Tempore 1rraptions, or enlarging a few 'F -. 
2 colt 
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The Concluſion, 139 
- contrived Breviates , -upon _ deſultory 
Texts. # 
FS TheLaityare the next ſort that here- 
F in can be faulty, to whoſe attentive 
thoughts I would moſt earneſtly recom- 
niend, firſt, the lerious-perufal of the Ru- 
brick adjoyned to the Catechiſm, toge- 
ns ther with the 59th Canon : Next, theex- 
-F amination of their knowledge” in | Reli- 
5 vion; that by-that* former they ma 
' know their Duty; and by the latter their 
want of being catechiſed : And by-beth 
be induced to embrace what to their 
3 own damage and the Churches affliction 
ny they have undutifully neglected, 
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| THE! 'F- 
CON TENTS. |= 


nat. 2 
.-_-_. _— 


'The Introdufion, Fol. 1. ; | 

| | Oo F Catechifmg. Its Name, Uſe Secular I 
= F and Religion. _ | 

3 CHAP. 1I ; 
| The Age of Catechiſm. The Infitution of | © 
: Adam's «and Abraham'sFamily. The |. 
Schools of the Prophets. The continual | 
3 rſe of Catchiſing among the Jews, parti- 

P  eularly after the Erettion of the Syna: | 
% gogues. Their Benefit thereby. P: 9. 
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Y- Corichifing in tibver of the dpbtler' Bain) 
Jences thevadf in St. Pauls Epiſtles. The 
| *+ Contents of their Catechiim: - p:25. 


CHAP. IV. 
C | ' The Apoſtles Catdehiſts inf) ſederal Provinces. 
| The Declenſion and Reſtauration of Cate- 
cbiſmg. Cateohifts Styled Exoreiſts, 8&6. *. 
4: St. 


4 4 The' Antiquity” of Catechiſin probable upori 
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